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‘Settlers baying Arab property in Hebron’ 

bSed with dnnari^o^iwf 1 Radio reported Monday that Jewish settlers, 
St of the iS&h! 01111 - wcre bu y ,n 8 “P Arab homes in the 
Wcst Bank town of Hebron. The aim is to create 8 

dd Qsba irS r7 ,IOn r i ,nk _ from lhe »t neighbourhoods, through the 
lhc Patriarchs, a site holy to both Je^ and 

Serfe^ deiSri - t0 ‘£5 ? lte have P f0vokcd frequent bloodshed. 

™ has no Noam Amon. 

h^, J h commun| ty »« Hebron. “At this moment we are 

° d Jewish houses bui,t ln Hebron 100 y MRi 

rS>S d «^ Un,an . SOurccs sa,d lhfi y knew of no such sales. The 
”SS,**Pp rt **« seiUers had bought 13 houses so far, using Arab 
middlemen so that the owners would not know they are selling to Jews In 

tSffSSJSV- ** * 72 '* havc “ ,tected t^SSSSiSmZ of 

douw OU^ fran wealthy Jews in the United States and France, to 
^ uid ' 71,6 re P° n quoted unidentified 
setders as saying the deals arc perfectly legal and that they are waiting for 
the right moment to move in dozens of families. 
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Every Wednesday A-310 
Departure Amman 1800 
Arrival Colombo 1120 (Thu.) 

^ PIA 

PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES 

Immediate connections .available from Karachi 
to all major cities in the Far East. 

Sales and reservation- 
Telephone: 655156/625981 Fai 615721 
or your travel agent 
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Rantisi urges exile 
2 i"nk." T i to return to camp 
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MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(R) — Palestinian expellees 
appealed Monday for an exile 
who fled their camp in South 
Lebanon three weeks ago to re- 
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Rantisi said the remaining 395 
men, now in their seventh month 
at the camp where daytime 
temperatures soar to 40 C (104 
F), resented the departure of 
Abdul Fatah A1 Oueisi. He 
... sneaked away leaving a note 
king u^ ; saying he would never return. 
:rc»ik deportees refuse such a 

a Ztduf- "method. Therefore we beseech 
tiza£(. m Oueisi, if he is near us, to return 
folviv-/; immediately,” said Dr. Rantisi, 
’'w'r.t- who d 6 ™ 3 * 1 * Israel allow all the 
n Franc! 41 ^ exi les to S° home together. Mr. 
diDli-.m^' Oueisi, a 37-year-old history pro- 
i*ers- . fessor from Hebron in the West 
he 4 L Bank, is believed to have left on 
'd»* foot for territor y under Lebanese 
government control to the north, 
v m-, v P: Dr - Rant l® has said Mr. Oueisi 
• ‘ was depressed because Israeli au- 
thorities had expelled his wife 
le ? 21 k -and.children to Jordan. 

r -aes ftijji 

****** Moroccan group 
denounces poll 
ircaanW*! ‘fraud* 

1 iw M& ; •/ WVRIS .(AFP ) — A Moroccan 
l' 5 nouw; human rights association, 
Asdhom, Monday denounced 
the rc-i-.x! alleged irregularities which it said 
had maned general elections in 
June 25. In a statement released 
Stein«r$ here, the association said there 
• *h»rnt had been many protests against 
iiLCTie fraud in different polling areas 
3 ding that the authorities had 

reacted with repression and 
jTcnj;;:- dozens of arrests. It also asserted 
heir diat several people had been tor- 
rured at police stations. It called 
r-.~ ,-vj; for a general amnesty for all 
-v.: e political prisoners, missing per- 
.■'^'i.soiis and exiles. Opposition par- 
ties scored a convincing victory in 
- 7 SaicT, *h e parliamentary elections, giv- 
.VV r.^ing them the chance to form the 
, . . next government. Results - pub- 
■, - ,rV-, t ’- hshed by the Interior Ministry on 
’. June 26 showed the nationalist 
,r , Istiqlal and the left-wing Socialist 
* Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 
r. i-'.. s. jq- pj 0 f j|j e 222 seats. 

Dinkins: Jerusalem 
! ^ ytijl Israeli capital 

-,f Hi:,. XEL AVIV (AP) — New York 
Mayor David Dinkins arrived in 
;v»i.T jsrad on Monday for a high- 
■t profile visit and declared that 
-i v; ' Jerusalem should remain Israel's 
■. Dacniv> “undivided capital.” Mr. Dinkins 
- itis J r s ; is seeking reelection and is trying 
:r :!»:* to win the support of New York's 
. ..-lose:"- 1 important Jewish constituency. 

Surveys show his support among 
i:r Jews has eroded, in part because 
;;.ir.i»s :S -of criticism over his handling of 
;w : - the city's 1991 black-Jewisb riots. 
\.i.‘ r ,-.-r : Mr. Dinkins sought to remind his 
“V. r critics of his support for Jewish 
causes. “I have always supported 
!! ’ the right of Israel to exist in 
jritf secure borders, as determined by 
' Israel, with Jerusalem as its undi- 
,^^7dded capital.” Mr. Dinkins told 
Monday after arriving 
7* 7- at S® 11 Gurion international air- 
> port near Tel Aviv. 

Indian minister visits 
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Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Indian 
Agriculture Minister Bal Ram 
Jakhar began a four-day visit to 
Israel Monday seeking to develop 
agr icultural ties, officials said. He 
met his Israeli counterpart 
Y-aacov Tzur and is scheduled to 
hold talks with President Ezer 
Weizman and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres during the visit. 
The two countries deepen rela- 
tions established in January 1992. 


Ciller wins vote of 
confidence 

"Ankara (AFP) — The new 

■ government coalition headed by 
rff Turkey’s first woman prime 

minister, Tansu Ciller, won a 
J ^“. ji? vote of confidence in parliament 
rJ Monday after capturing 247 of 
i-* X, ^ the 432 votes cast. The opposition 
l * i had criticised the government's 
:” k " : .i^; 1 programme for being inadequate 
to tackle a nine-year-old Kurdish 
1 ! rebellion in the south and soaring 
V- , inflation. Some 6,500 people 
have died in the Kurdish rebel- 
: ■■ J « lipn, and inflation is running at 70 
per cent. Ms. Oiler’s right-wing 
n 1,1 True Path Party and its coalition 
; ^.- partner, the centre-left Social 

■ ' c ^ r Democratic Populist Party, con- 
; trol 234 of the 450 seats in parlia- 
jii-'f '£■ meat. .She was elected leader of 
c : ;5 ' her party last month, becoming 
; P the firsf woman prime minister in 

Turkey’s 70-year history as a re- 
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PLO leadership rejects 
U.S. draft document 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) Ex- 
ecutive Committee rejected Mon- 
day a U.S. draft document aimed 
at bridging Palestinian- Israeli dif- 
ferences on Palestinian self- 
government in the occupied terri- 
tories, and considered it un- 
acceptable as a basis for peace 
negotiations, PLO officials said. 

PLO said that fdture negotia- 
tions on interim self-government 
must be clearly based on the 
original terms or reference of the 


U.S.-led peace process launched 
in Madrid in October 1991, which 
aims at implementing U.N. re- 
solutions 242 and 33S, and on the 
principle of exchanging land for 
peace. 

The Executive Committee’s 
position was conveyed to U.S. 
officials Sunday evening by the 
Palestinian delegates who 
attended the PLO leadership’s 
meetings in Tunis. A PLO official 
said the organisation was also 
sending its final position attached 
to a copy of the American docu- 
ment to heads of Arab states 
involved in the peace process on 
Monday. 

The PLO stressed that its rejec- 
tion to deal with the U.S. docu- 
ment as a basis for negotiations, 
also meant that it was opposed to 
making any amendments to it, 
but this official position fell short 
of bluntly stating the PLO’s rejec- 
tion so that it would oot be 
blamed for the failure of the 
peace process or for the with- 
drawal of U.S. efforts in the 
process, according to Palestinian 
officials in Tunis. 

'The consensus in the Execu- 
tive Committee was to reject the 
document because it represented 
total departure from previous 
American positions and a flagrant 
violation of the original terms of 
reference of the peace process,” 
said Executive Committee mem- 
ber Suleiman Najjab from Tunis. 

Palestinians and Israelis have 
attacked the American paper, 
and the U.S. warned both sides 
that its role could end if its 
assistance was not needed and 
that the U.S. will nor impose 
itself in the peace process. 

Palestinians said they still want 


the U.S. to play a role in the 
negotiating process, but “it has to 
play the role of honest broker, 
and not the spokesman of Israel 
as it did in the last document it 
had submitted to us.” 

PLO officials said that in its 
document, the U.S. failed to re- 
solve the main points of conten- 
tion between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians, which are the status of 
Jerusalem and the extent of 
Palestinians' jurisdiction in the 
occnpeid West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The document has set new 
basis for the peace process, based 
only on resolutions 242 and 338, 
and the letters of invitation. The 
wording of some parts of the 
document was vague and could 
be differently interpreted by 
Israelis and Palestinians. The 
officials added that the U.S. had 
departed from its commitments 
mentioned in the letters of assur- 
ances, which were the basic 
American positions that helped 
bring Arabs and Israelis to the 


clearly stated in the letter of 
assurances," the official said. 

He said that the U.S. docu-. 
meat stated that the “question” 
of Jerusalem, along with 'any 
other issues, could be raised only 
once negotiations on permanent 
status begin. 

“This means that Israel is not 
committed to discuss the issue of 
Jerusalem when permanent status 
negotiations start, and it opens 
the door for possible annexation 
of , Jerusalem and the right to 
clajm sovereignty over the.-holy 
ritjr in the final stages,” be said. 

However, in the letter of assur- 
ances the U.S. clearly states that 
“we (the U.S.) do not recognise 
Israel's annexation of East Jeru-, 
salem or the expansion of its' 
municipal boundaries...” 

Furthermore, the letter of 
assurances states that the U.S. 
firm position continues to b$ that 
Jerusalem should not be divided 
again and that its final status must 
be determined in the negotia- 
tions. 


'See page 10 for full text of the U.S. document 


negotiating table. 

“The document contradicted 
the U.S. letters of assurances in 
which the American position was 
clearly stated concerning Jeru- 
salem, the political rights of the 
Palestinian people, the principle 
of land for peace and the objec- 
tive of the final status negotia- 
tions,” said a senior PLO official. 

The U.S. document dropped 
any reference to the principle of 
land for peace, when it said “the 
two sides agree that the objective 
of the peace process is to reach a 
just, lasting and comprehensive 
peace settlement achieved 
through direct negotiations based 
on United Nations Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338.” 

In the letter of assurances pre- 
sented to Palestinians on Oct. 18, 
1991, the U.S. said it firmly be- 
lieves that a comprehensive peace 
should be built on the basis of 
“U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and on the 
principle of land for peace.” 

The 'document also failed to 
refer to Palestinians as a people 
and it dropped any reference to 
their political rights. “These were 


The absence of clear U.S. rei- 
teration on its previous position 
regarding Jerusalem alarmed 
Palestinians, and they considered 
it a retreat from previous Amer- 
ican positions. 

“The document does not state 
anywhere that Jerusalem is part 
of the occupied territories, and 
worse still, the whole document 
implicitly considers the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as 
disputed areas, not occupied 
lands,” said the official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Najjab said tbat the .docu- 
ment “ignores Israeli occupation 
of Palestinian lands, and it 
ignores the existence of U.N. 
resolntions affirming Israeli 
occupation of these territories, 
and calling for its withdrawal.” 

Therefore, it gives Israel the 
same right as Palestinians to 
claim sovereignty over the occu- 
pied territories at the end of the 
interim period, he said. In the 
letter of assurances, the U.S. said 
that the process they try to create 
provides the Palestinians with the 

(Continued on page 10) 


Rights group sees ‘worst year in Gaza’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The 12 months 
since Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin took power have been the 
“worst year in Gaza so far" leav- 
ing 122 Palestinians dead, a hu- 
man rights association said Mon- 
day. 

The Gaza Centre for Rights 
and Law noted an "unpre- 
cedented deterioration of the hu- 
man rights situation in the Zsraeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip.” 

The centre, an affiliate of the 
Geneva-based International 
Commission of Jurists, listed a 
series of new repressive measures 
taken against the 750,000 Palesti- 
nians in Gaza including: 

— "Large-scale military 
attacks, utilising anti-tank mis- 
siles and explosives against 
Palestinian homes,” Some 182 
families lost their homes in this 
way. 


— “The use of undercover 
units to carry out the extra- 
judicial execution of wanted peo- 
ple. 

— “Relaxation of open fire 
regulations and (he increasing use 
of Israeli army snipers has led to 
killing? and injuries on a level not 
seen since the earliest days of the 
intifada.” 

— Reintroduction of expolsion 
orders. Mr. Rabin expelled 415 
Palestinians in December, 167 of 
them from Gaza. 

— Closure of the Gaza Strip on 
March 29, causing ‘economic de- 
vastation” by preventing 
thousands from working in Israel 
and restricting freedom of move- 
ment. 

Last week the U.S. rights 
group Middle East Watch said 
that Israeli special forces operate 
with a “licence to kill" in the 
occupied territories, shooting on 
sight and shooting to kill. 


Israeli woman stabbed 

Unknown assailants stabbed 
and wounded an Israeli woman in 
an upscale neighbourhood of 
Jewish West Jerualem on Mon- 
day, police and witnesses said. 

It was the second politically 
motivated attack against Jews in 
Jerusalem in five days. 

Doctors said Batsheva Hillel, 
57, was stabbed five times in the 
back and bad a punctured lung. 
She was in moderate to serious 
condition. 

The stabbing took place in the 
neighbourhood of Yerain Moshe* 
near a windmill which is a Jeru- 
salem landmark. 

Witnesses said they saw two 
Arabs running from the area. 

Police said they detained 24 
suspects, but had released 20 of 
them by evening and an intensive 
search was still underway. 


Top EC official reaffirms strong 
European role in multilateral talks 


By P.V.Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Europe remains 
committed to supporting the Mid- 
dle E ?st peace process and will 
continue to contribute to its suc- 
cess through the multilateral 
phase of the 20-month-process 
where regional issues are tackled, 
a senior European Community 
(EC) official said Monday. 

But, said Manuel Marin, vice- 
president of the European Com- 
mission and commissioner for de- 
velopment ..-cooperation, the 
actual implementation of projects 
identified in the multilateral 
phase have to await progress on 
the bilateral phase, where Israel, 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians are engaged in sepa- 
rate negotiations. 

“The bilateral and multilateral 
talks go together,” Mr. Marin 
told a press conference after talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein, 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali and several other ministers. 

“We cannot work on the multi- 
lateral level before the players (in 
the peace process) reach agree- 
ments on their differences,” said 
Mr. Marin, a Spaniard. 

The EC chairs the working 
group of regional economic coop- 
eration — one of five panels. The 
other four are discussing broader 
issues such as water, refugees, 
arms control and the environ- 
ment with international participa- 



nts Majesty King Hussein Monday confers with 
Manuel Marin (third from right), vice-president of 
the European Commissio n, in a meeting attended 
by Eberhard Rhein (second from left), director of 


the commission’s economic relations with 
Mediterranean countries, and Renato Batti, the 
European Commission delegate in Jordan (Petra 
photo) 


tion. 

The projects identified in the 
multilateral talks on economic 
cooperation, Mr. Marin said, in- 
cluded water, energy and the 
■ environment where the EC could 
offer financial as well as technical 
assistance. 

In his talks with Mr. Marin, the 
King expressed hope that Europe 
would be able to play an en- 
hanced role in the peace process, 
'‘a historic opportunity that 
should be seized." 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, also quoted the King as emph- 


asising the importance of Jeru- 
salem in any Middle East peace 
settlement. 

Jerusalem has emerged as a 
key stumbling block in the peace 
talks (see separate story). 

The King reaffirmed Jordan's 
commitment to democracy and 
the Kingdom’s push for enhanced 
participation in decision-making 
and said that Jordan had set an 
example for others in the region. 

Asked at the press conference, 
what his impression was after his 
talks here, Mr. Marin said: 

“I share the view of my interlo- 


cutors here that the peace talto 
are at a crucial stage and th? 
momentum should be main- 
tained.” 

“The European Commission.: 
as a European institution, does 
not have much (political) powe.- 
but we have a lot of influence.” 
he said, adding that the commun- 
ity would try to use this power to 
retain the momentum in the 
peace process. 

But “there is no miraculous 
formula to achieve peace in the 

(Coutmoed on page 10) 


Israel, Palestinians are 
closer to accord — Peres 


Combined .agency dispatches 

s — 

CAIRO — Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said Israel was 
doser to an agreement with the 
Palestinians than most people 
think as he started a visit Monday 
to Egypt to break a deadlock in 
peace talks. 

During 10 rounds of Arab- 
Israeli negotiations since the Mid- 
dle East talks were launched in 
October 1991 “we have discussed 
a great deal of potential and also 
a great deal of misunderstand- 
ings,” Mr. Peres said. 

“The more progress, the more 
we discover the points of agree- 
ment as well as the points of 
disagreement,” be said at the start 
of the two-day visit. 

The negotiations, he added, 
are “not a lost cause.'* 

“I personally believe that we 
are nearer to... an agreement 
with the Palestinians than most 
people think,” the Israeli foreign 
minister said. 

The more we progress, the 
more we discover the points of 
agreement as well as the points of 
disagreement,” he said. “The fact 
is that all parties, without excep- 
tion, have expressed the will to 
continue negotiations." 

Mr. Peres and his Egyptian 
counterpart Amr Musa agreed 
that American proposals for 
breaking the deadlock in the 
peace process could serve as the 
bases for further negotiations. 

But both suggested at a news 
conference that perhaps they 
need modifications. 

“We feel the American draft is 
not a holy script,” Mr. Peres told 
reporters meeting for more than 
two hours with Mr. Musa. He 


said the American document 
could serve as “the base for the 
continuation” of the peace talks. 

Mr. Musa agreed, describing 
the American document as “a 
good basis for continuation of 
negotiations, to build on.” 

Mr. Peres said he was pleased 
at Mr. Musa's attitude; before 
their meeting Israel’s army radio 
said Mr. Peres was expected to 
press the Egyptian foreign minis- 
ter to convince the Palestinians to 
accept the American proposals. 

The two leaders met a day after 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher warned that the Un- 
ited States could end its active 
role in the Middle East talks if the 
parties were not committed to 
peace (Syria assails U.S. com- 
ment, page 2), 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was furious with the Un- 
ited States because he said it had 
made changes in die drqft under 
pressure from the Palestinians. 

Talks with Syria are equally' 
deadlocked. 

Mr. Peres began bis visit with a 
one-hour meeting with Osama A1 
Baz, chief political adviser to 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. He is to meet with Mr. 
Mubarak on Tuesday in Alexan- 
dria. 

Dr. Baz later met with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat at 
Cairo airport. Mr. Arafat made 
the stop en route from Tunis to 
Amman. 

According to Egyptian offi- 
cials, Cairo will submit ideas to 
overcome the obstacles to a joint 
Israeli-Palestinian declaration of 
principles, notably the thorny 
Jerusalem issue. 


Baghdad remains defiant as U.N. team leaves 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD — Iraq Monday 
vowed not to “bow to blackmail” 
in its latest dispute with the Un- 
ited Nations, as U.N. experts left 
the country after failing to set up 
surveillance cameras at missile 
test sites. 

But despite the threat of a new 
confrontation with the West, 
Baghdad predicted “p c 5 s * t > ve de- 
velopments” in upcoming nego- 
tiations with the United Nations 
on a limited resumption of Iraqi 
oil sales. - 

A three-member team of ballis- 
tic missile experts led by Russian 
inspector Nikita Smidovich left 
Iraq after foiling during a month- 
long mission to install cameras at 
the Yawm AI Azam and Rafah 
sites south of Baghdad. 

After a final meeting with Iraqi 
officials, Mr. Smidovich said he 
was “very disappointed 1 ' with 
Baghdad's position. He left Iraq* 


for New York via Cyprus. _ 

But the team, whidf had ar- 
rived in Iraq on June 4, left 
behind the four cameras in case 
they return. 

Mr. Smidovich also advised 
Iraq to “assess the decision of the 
Security Council,” which last 
month warned Iraq of “serious 
consequences” if it ignored the' 
team's request to set up the 
cameras. 

Iraqi officials say they will per- 
mit the cameras only if the Secur- 
ity Council agrees to remove or at 
least ease the trade sanctions 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Iraq's refusal to 
permit the cameras was “a bad 
sign." 

Prices rose and the Iraqi dinar 
tumbled on the blade market in 
reaction to the U.N. decision to 
pull Mr. Smidovich out. 

The dinar had risen and prices 


fallen on the prospects that talks 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations in New York on Wednes- 
day would pave the way for Iraq 
to resume some oil sales. (See 
page 10). 

But on Monday the dollar sold 
for about 75 dinars, compared 
with about 60 on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

The Baghdad newspaper 
Babel, which is published by 
President Saddam Hussein’s son 
Uday, said Mr. Smidovidi's de- 
parture meant that the United 
Nations was “back to dirty 
methods.” 

“Today we witness another 
ring in the chain of (conspiracy) 
through the departure of the 
team of international experts," it 
said. “(The team) is mined with 
American elements, often wait- 
ing to accomplish with precision 
an order from Washington.” 
Babel said Iraq would not be 
cowed by threats. “It has stressed 


said the 

inspectors were U.S. lackeys and 


On more than one occasion that 
there is no way to blackmail or 
threaten it or impose on it what it 
does not accept,” it said. 

i newspaper : 
re U.S. lack 
would never succumb to intimida- 
tion. 

The experts flew in a ' U.N. 
plane from Baghdad to Larnaca, 
where Mr. Smidovich told repor- 
ters that Iraq was sending a poli- 
tical message. 

“Iraq chose this specific issue 
to put a political spotlight on 
relations between Iraq and the' 
U.N. Special Commission (on 
des trading Iraqi weapons),” he 
said. 

“Because Iraq considers that it 
has implemented all the pro- 
visions of Resolution 687 -wide 
the special commission still has 
questions,” he added. 

Industry Minister Amer Ham- 
mudi Al Saadi also said Iraq 
would not back down in its dis- 


pute with the United Nations, 
charging that the row had been 
“provoked... to create tension’’ 

Mr. Saadi noted that Iraq had 
“no objection in principle on 
installing the cameras' but only 
“at the right time,” after a review 
of Iraq’s measures to comply with 
U.N. condition^ for lifting the 
trade embargo. 

And he said Iraq was not afraid 
of a new military attack. 

“What effect would another 
atttfck.have?” he asked. 

Britain ,urged Iraq to cooperate 
fully With- the works of U.N. 
weapons . inspectors and said 
Baghdad should be m no doubt of 
the serious consequences of con- 
tinued obstruction. 

A Foreign"*»Office spokes- 
woman, asked to comment on the 
withdrawal of the U.N. team, 
said. “The Iraqis can be in no 
doubt of the serious nature of 
continued obstruction of the 
work of UNSCOM-” 


Lawyers challenge 
Egypt’s extradition bid 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — Lawyers for militant 
preacher Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman Monday challenged 
Egypt’s request to extradite the 
blind cleriq, saying the court 
order on which it was based was 
unlawful. 

Lawyer Abdul Halim Mandour 
told Reuters the request was 
“null and void” becasue Judge 
Ahmad Ashmawi ordered the 
sheikh’s arrest despite a defence 
petition asking that he be re- 
placed because of his animosity to 

Islamis ts . 

He said that he had formally 
issued an appeal against the 
arrest ruling. 

Egypt asked for Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman's extradition from the 
United States Sunday, one day 
after Judge Ashmawi ordered his 
arrest on charges of attempted 
murder. Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
has been in the United States 
since 1990. 

“The extradition request made 
by the Egyptian authorities is 
illegal because the judge who has 
ordered the arrest of Sheikh 
Omar had no right to look into 


the case because a petition w&, 
presented against him at the be- 
ginning of the hearings," Mr. 
Mandour said. 

An alleged former supporter 
said Sheikh Abdul Rahman was 
behind a plot to assassinate Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Imad Salem, a former army 
officer and member of the mili- 
tant Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah, told 
the government daily AI Ahram 
that Mr. Mubarak was to have 
been killed during his last visit to 
the United States in April. 

After two years as a Gamaa 
member, Mr. Salem said be 
switched sides and informed the 
U.S. and Egyptian intelligence 
services when he found out that 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman and his 
supporters were plotting against 
the president's life. 

Followers of Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman have been arrested for 
the World Trade Centre bombing 
in February as well as a conspira- 
cy against a string of other targets 
in New York, but no such charges 
have been brought against the 
cleric. 


U.N. dismisses Aideed 
clanswomen over security 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The United Nations fired three 
American-based Somali women 
translators from warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Ai deed’s dan Mon- 
day, accusing them of security 
lapses which put U.S. soldiers’ 
lives at risk. 

“This is racism to single out the 
Haber Gedir clan,” said Ebian 
Nor, one of three translators fired 
for insulting the U.N.’s operation 
in Somalia and begin a security 
risk. 

The three women — two of 
whom are American citizens and 
one a U.S. resident — received a 
dismissal letter saying the U.N. 
believed they could endanger 
lives of American military units 
to which they were attached. 

“I realise yon may see this 
dismissal as unfair, but am con- 
vinced of a risk to the lives of 
U.S. soldiers,” the letter states. 

“This is a matter of conduct 
and misconduct. It has to do with 
security concerns,” U.N. spokes- 
man Major David Stockwell toki 
reporters. 

He denied Gen. Aideed’s clan 
was being singled out. He said tbe 
same company employed 118 
Somalis of which seven had been 
saefcd and five “happened to be 
Haber Gedir.” 

“But there are at least four 
Haber Gedir (still employed) and 
they are doing well," he said. 

All three of the women sacked 


acted as translators for the U.S. 
1st Battalion, part of Washing- 
ton's 4,400-strong contingent in 
the U.N. operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM). They are accused 
of publicly insulting the operation 
using profane language. 

One is accused of attending a 
rally by supporters of warlord 
Aideed', whose arrest is sought by 
the United Nations over the June 
5 killings of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers. 

Gen. Aideed vanished after the 
arrest warrant was issued and his 
supporters have held frequent 
anti-U.N. rallies and demonstra- 
tions and attacked U.N. patrols, 
killing five peacekeepers in the 
past seven days. 

Italy Monday paid final tribute* 
to three peacekeepers killed in 
Somalia as politicians and news- 
papers breked government 
efforts to win a place in the U.N. 
military command. 

Mourners including president 
Oscar Luidig Seal faro. Prime 
Minister Carlo Azeglio Ciampi 
and military leaders packed a 
Rome basilica for a solemn state 
funeral service as a respectful 
crowd of thousands followed the 
ceremony from a square outside. 

Senate President Giovanni 
Spadolini, a former defence 
minister, and newspaper edito- 
rials supported the government’s 
efforts to win a seat on the U.N. 
military command in Somalia. 
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Middle East News 


Syria expresses surprise 
at Christopher’s remarks 


DAMASCUS '(Agencies) — 
Syria said Monday the United 
States would lose credibility in 
the Middle East if it abandoned 
its brokering of Arab-Israeli 
peats talks. 

The official daily Tishreen, 
which reflects government think' 
ing, said Arab parties to the tall* 
were surprised by the veibd 
warning from U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher an 
NBC television interviev Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Christopher sai^the Un- 
ited States would no' ti y t0 ,m_ 
pose a Middle E> c peace on 
parties reluctant tr* eac “ a settle- 
ment. 

“It is a bit o wanun g because 
there are map thi ngS that Presi- 
dent (Bill) O nton has to do and 
that I have* 0 do - We want to be 
helpful if /e 0311 • b ut they have to 
wa ^ t ^ce, as well," he said. 

Tureen, although criticising 
tog J.S. role in the 20-month -old 
negotiations, asked: “Would the 
united States have any credibility 
in the Middle East if it relieved 
itself of its commitments and 
initiative?'’ 

It said the United States was 
not pressing Israel hard enough 
to trade the Israeli -occupied 
Arab land for peace and also 
attacked a U.S. draft proposal 
aimed at bridging differences be- 
tween the Israeli and Palestinian 
delegations. 

“Christopher came up with 
papers adopting most Israeli 
stands and abandoning the future 
of Jerusalem,'’ Tishreen said. 

The U.S. document delays any 
discussion of Jerusalem until the 
start of the final phase of talks and 
does not define the territory to be 
put under future Palestinian rule 
in an interim autonomy arrange- 
ment. 

Damascus Radio accused the 
United States of having “con- 
tinued to be biased towards Israel 
and of ignoring time and again 
Israel's violations of human rights 
in the occupied lands.' 1 

The latest round of peace talks 
ended in Washington last week 
with Israel and Syria still at an 
impasse over the future of the 
Golan Heights; Israel and the 


Palestinians failing to agree on 
Palestinian self-rule, ana other 
problems in Israel’s sessions with 
Leb&non and Jordan. 

Damascus Radio criticised the 
latest U.S. document on the 
talks, which was an attempt to 
dose the gap between the Palesti- 
nians and Israel. 

The Palestinians announced 
that they could not adopt the 
U.S. position, which failed to 
refer to the status of East Jeru- 
salem or to define the territory 
that would fall under Palestinian 
control under autonomy. 

The Israelis, who also criticised 
the document, refuse to discuss 
the future of East Jerusalem. 

The radio said Israel also in- 
sisted on having advanced secur- 
ity agreements “as though the 
Arabs had come to Washington 
to ensure security for Israel and 
not to regain their usurped 
rights." 

‘There will be no peace with- 
out the return of all occupied 
lands,” the radio said. “And no 
one can deny the rights of the 
Arabs to restore their lands.” 

Mr. Christopher said Sunday 
that the U.S. government had 
plenty to keep it busy and would 
not try to force a Middle East 
peace if Israel aijd the Arabs 
could not make progress on their 
own. 

“If we find the parties don’t 
want our assistance — they really 
don’t want us to play this role — 
of course, we will not impose 
ourself,” Mr. Christopher said. 

He added that he believed the 
parties still want the United 
States to play the role of “honest 
broker” in the talks. 

“At the present time, I think 
they continue to want us to play 
this role," he said. “They've not 
invited us out.'* 

Mr. Christopher reiterated he 
was not surprised that both the 
Israelis and the Palestinians did 
not immediately accept the U.S. 
draft proposal issued last week. 

“It’s part of the process, part of 
the dialogue,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t predict success of any 
kind but we'fe going to stay with 
it, we’re going to see if they can’t 


be brought into some kind of 
agreement” 

Palestinian peace negotiators 
told Mr. Christopher Saturday 
the 20-month-old Middle East 

■ peace process was endangered 
and urged Washington to prevent 
its collapse. 

In Israel, Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin Sunday attacked the 
U.S. draft proposal and accused 
Washington of bowing to Palesti- 
nian demands by seeking amend- 
ments to the draft paper. 

France urges direct talks 

■ France has repeatedly advised 
Israel to open direct talks with 
the -Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe was quoted 
as saying in Saudi Arabia. 

“We have sent several mes- 
sages (to Israel) stressing the 
need for a final resolution (to the 
Middle East crisis)... and (on) the 
nature of ties with the PLO. 
There must be direct contact with 
it,” the official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Juppe as telling a 
news conference in Jeddah Sun- 
day (see se p arat e story). 

France’s outgoing Socialist 
goveranents, defeated in general 
elections in March, welcomed an 
Israeli decision in January to 
legalise private contacts with the 
PLO. 

The Israeli government still re- 
fuses to talk directly with the 
PLO but it is negotiating with the 
PLO-backed Palestinian team 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Juppe praised the govern- 
ment of Mr. Rabin, which has 
been in power for a year, saying it 
had done much towards bringing 
about peace in the region. 

“Rabin has done in the past 
few months more than previous 
governments had done in years,” 
Mr. Juppe was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Juppe also announced that 
French Defence Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard, now on a tour of the 
United Arab Emirate* (UAE) 
and Kuwait, would make his first 
official visit to Saudi Arabia in 
late July. 


Harare, Cairo in war of words 


HARARE (AFP) — Zimbabwe 
has made an official protest over 
what it sees as a slur by an 
Egyptian newspaper in an 
ongoing war of words between 
the two countries, which has in- 
cluded the swapping of racial 
insults. 

Foreign Minister Nathan Sha- 
muyarira made the protest to his 
Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa 
after a leading Egyptian news- 
paper said “Zimbabweans were 
not capable of thinking,” Zim- 
babwe's main daily newspaper. 
The Herald, reported Monday on 
its front page. 

This aspersion followed two 
previous insults in the Egyptian 
media in which Zimbabweans 
were referred to as “black slaves" 
whose athletes ate monkeys. The 
Herald said. 

The latest row coincided with 
Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe's visit to Cairo for the. 
Organisation of African Unity 
summit last week. 


The Egyptian Gazette, an 
English-language daily, took 
Zimbabwe to task for accepting 
International Monetary Fund 
“instructions and recipes with 
closed eyes." 

Zimbabwe's economic structu- 
ral adjustment programme had 
led to spiralling inflation, high 
borrowing and the devaluation of 
its currency, the paper said. 

In contrast, “the Egyptian gov- 
ernment was prudent enough to 
apply the reforms gradually”, 
leading to a stable currency, low 
interest rates and booming busi- 
ness, the paper said. 

“This marks the difference be- 
tween those who think and others 
who just obey and follow," it 
concluded. 

When Mr. Shamuyarira com- 
plained he received “a flimsy 
apology". The Herald said, and 
the Egyptian Gazette regretted 
what it called “a slip of the pen.” 

The Herald then proceeded to 
use figures showing that Egypt’s 


external debt of $40 billion repre- 
sented 126 per cent of the coun- 
try’s gross national product 
(GNP), while Zimbabwe's $3.2 
billion debt was just 54.1 per cent 
of its GNP. 

The “black slaves” row was 
sparked by a World Cup qual- 
ifying football match between the 
two countries in April when an 
Egyptian win was annulled after 
Zimbabwean players were stoned 
by partisan spectators in Cairo. 

Ait Egyptian magazine said it 
was “clear that the referee was 
sympathising with his black 
tribesmen”, going on to say “they 
haven’t forgotten that they are 
slaves, and naturally there is a 
great difference betwsen the mas- 
ters and their slaves.” 

This led to The Herald pub- 
lishing letters accusing Egyptians 
of being “poor in intellect" and 
having “achieved nothing close to 
what a real white man has 
achieved.” 


U.S. lawmakers: Tragedy awaits Sudan 


NAIROBI (R) — A group of 
U.S. legislators said Sunday the 
worst human tragedy this decade 
awaited southern Sudan if the 
Khartoum government and rebel 
factions did not settle their deep- 
rooted differences. 

“The splintered SPLA (Sudan 
Peoples Liberation Army) fac- 
tions need to cooperte, agree on a 
ceasefire, pull back from the so- 
called famine triangle and allow 
food to pass through to the starv- 
ing,” said Representative Harry 
Johnston. 

“If this is not done, the case of 
southern Sudan will probably be 


one of the greatest human 
tragedies this decade," Mr. John- 
ston told reporters in Kenya. 

“In just two months, about 
300,000 people could starve to 
their deaths," he said. “This 
tragedy may be worse than Soma- 
lia, we are deeply concerned.” 

Mr. Johnston, a Democrat of 
Florida and chairman of the Afri- 
ca Sub-Committee of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, and 
representatives Donald Payne 
and Alcee Hastings spoke to re- 
porters m Nairobi at the end of a 
two-day visit to Kenya and on the 


eve of their visit to Sudan. 

Mr. Johnston said the group 
had met SPLA factions and had 
emphasised the need for a work- 
ing ceasefire — instead of blam- 
ing each other for persistent 
violations. 

The SPLA groups signed a 
ceasefire in May but have since 
blamed each other for frequent 
violations. 

The U.S. delgation will meet 
Sudanese President Hassan Omar 
A1 Bashir in Khartoum to plead 
for a change of policy in admi- 
nistering the people in the south. 



REBUILDING: A gover nmen t bulldozer Monday state’s invasion of Lebanon in 1982. Now that peace 
removes the nrins of Beirut Sports City following a has returned to Lebanon, attempts are being made 
cabinet AyWnn to rebuild the facility, which was to rebuild Beirut, which also bore the brunt of a 
destroyed in an Israeli air raid during the Jewish 15-year dvfl war (AFP photo) 


Fahd said urging France 
to end Bosnia embargo 

JEDDAH (AP) — In a meeting, the reconstruction of Lebanon. 

Leotard in UAE 


with French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe Sunday, King Fahd' 
pressed for an end to the Bosnian 
arms embargo to enable Muslims 
there to arm themselves against 
their attackers, diplomats said. 

The Saudi monarch told Mr. 
Juppe the kingdom wanted to see 
an end to the “catastrophe” faced 
by the Muslims in the Bosnian 
civil war, the diplomats said on 
condition of anonymity. 

The demand to end. the arms 
embargo, pressed by the Muslim 
World, is a point of friction in an 
otherwise warm relationship be- 
tween Saudi Arabia and France. 

France opposes lifting the 
embargo ana Mr. Juppe told re- 
porters that lifting the arms ban 
“could help expand the circle of 
the ongoing war.” 

Hie diplomats said King Fahd 
also urged the European Com- 
munity (EC) to play “an effective 
role” in pushing the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks forward. The latest 
session of the talks ended last 
week in Washington. 

Mr. Juppe expressed his coun- 
try's readiness to help, and said 
the recent visit of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to Paris 
held “encouraging” portents for 
tiie talks, according to the diplo- 
mats. 

Mr. Juppe's talks with the 
Saudi leadership, which included 
meetings with Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan as well as with 
Foreign Minister Prince Sand A1 
Faisal, covered agreement to 
establish an international fund for 


Mr. Juppe's colleague, French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard, was in Abu Dhabi in the 
United Arab Emirates, where be 
said France would help preserve 
security in the Gulf Arab states 
and continue its militaiy pre- 
sence. 

Mr. Leotard told a news con- 
ference his visit to the United 
Arab Emirates and the Kuwait 
were indications of his country's 
commitment to its responsibilities 
in the Gulf and the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

“France is committed to 
guarantee and assist in preserving 
GUlf security and stability,” be 
said. 

“Our warships and air forces 
visits to the region shall continue. 
And our cooperation and joint 
activities shall also continue,” he 
added. 

France, along with Britain and 
the United States have increased 
their presence in the region since 
the 1991 Gulf war. • 

France is the mam arms sup- 
plier to the UAE, and in Febru- 
ary made a $3 billion deal to 
supply 436 Lederc tanks. 

Mr. Leotard met with the 
UAE's defence minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid and the 
chief of staff of the armed forces 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben Zayed. 

He later conferred with Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Zayed, Abu Dhabi’s 
crown prince and deputy supreme 
commander of the UAE armed 
forces. 


Ex- Afghan defence minister 
meets ex-communist warlord 


KABUL (AFP) — Afghanistan’s 
former Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masoud met with former 
pro-communist militia warlord 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum 
for private talks in the presiden- 
tial palace here Monday. 

“We are not going to discuss 
any kind of alliance but the future 
of Afghanistan, which is a more 
vital question,” Mr. Masoud told 
AFP, while waiting for Gen. Dos- 
tum. 

Mr. Masoud said he was not 
meeting Gen. Dostum as defence 
minister or head of his own 
Sbnra-e-Nazar faction, “but as a 
simple person” only. 

The visit of Gen. Dostum, a 
four-star general of the Army of 
the Islamic State of Afghanistan 
who flew into Kabul in a Soviet- 
made jet fighter Saturday from 
his northern Afghanistan head- 
quarters on Mazar-e-Sharif, was 
officially projected in a low-key 
way. 

“It's an ordinary thing for a 
general to visit the capital and 
pay his respects to the president," 
a senior government spokesman 
noted. 

However, the fact that Mr. 
Masoud and Gen. Dostum be- 


tween them represent a potent 
fighting force in Afghanistan, and 
that they met in the private living 
quarters of the presidential 
palace while President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani is in Turkey for a 
regional economics summit, fo- 
cused attention here on the talks. 

Abdul Rahman Farzam, a 
spokesman for Gen. Dostum’s 
politico-military front, the 
National Islamic Movement of 
Afghanistan, known locally as 
“Junbish,” said Gen. Dostum 
was in Kabul in the role of a 
peace-maker. 

“General Dostum and Junbish 
are tiying to mediate between the 
conflicting rides," Mr. Farzan 
said. 

He was referring to the fragile 
seven- week long ceasefire in 
Kabul, which is violated on a 
daily basis with rockets and artil- 
lery fire exchanged between the 
various factions, leaving high civi- 
lian casualties. 

Mr. Masoud said be hoped the 
ceasefire in Kabul would be 
permanent, and that he was doing 
his best to achieve this goal. “But 
the ceasefire does not depend 
only on us, but also on the other 
ride,” he added. 


Fears of 
new violence 
in Rushdie 
unrest town 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish au- 
thorities eased a curfew Monday 
in Sivas, where 36 people died in 
a protest against the translator of 
Salman Rushdie's novel “The 
Satanic Verses,” but it will re- 
main in force overnight to pre- 
vent more violence, officials said. 

Authorities feared there could 
be another outbreak of violence 
which would then turn into inter- 
communal dashes between Sunni 
Muslims — who form 80 per cent 
of Turkey’s population — and 
Alawites, who make up 10 per 
cent, according to news reports. 

Hundreds of people were killed 
when dashes erupted between 
the two ethnic groups in Sivas and 
in the towns of Kahramanmaras 
and Corum in 1978. 

Authorities have dedded to lift 
the curfew in Sivas between 5:00 
a.m. 8:00 p.m. Monday, accord- 
ing to sources in the town con- 
tacted from Ankara. 

They said the town appeared to 
have returned to nonnal follow- 
ing Friday’s violence which also 
left 60 people injured as a result 
of a fire set by Muslim fun- 
damentalist demonstrators at the 
hotel where the translator was 
staying. 

However, Sivas authorities told 
AFP an overnight curfew would 
be kept in place “for a certain 
time” until the situation was 
totally back in normal. 

Fears of new wave of violence 
were fuelled by nationwide de- 
monstrations Sunday, including 
in Sivas, where protesters came 
from the Alevi community, and 
marched in defiance of the car- 
few. 

The demonstrators in Sivas, 
who marched peacefully, accused 
police Of having failed to inter- 
vene in time on Friday. 

Government ministers and loc- 
al authorities however saw foe 
protests as spontaneous and not a 
quarrel between Muslim com- 
munities. 

The authorities noted that 
members of the pro-Iranian 
Shi’ite sect Aczmendi based in 
foe eastern town of Erzincan also 
joined in the demonstrations. 

Interior Minister Mehmet 
Gazioghi told journalists 35 peo- 
ple had been arrested in connec- 
tion with the fire and 10,000- 
strong demonstration at the hotel 
where author and translator Aziz 
Nerin was staying. 

Mr. Nesin, 78, translated Mr. 
Rnshdie’s “The Satanic Verses” 
into Turkish. 

Muslims in many parts of foe 
world consider foe novel blasphe- 
mous and Mr. Rushdie has lived 
in hiding for the past four and a 
half years after Iranian spiritual 
authorities said he should be kil- 
led. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestinian minor jailed for 20 years 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian minor has 
been jailed for 20 years for stabbing an Israeli and several arson 
attacks in the Old City of Jerusalem. The Jerusalem district court 
passed sentence Sunday on the young man, who was' not named, 
for stabbing an Israeli in the track last September, setting fire to a 
Jewish religious school in October, burning down a Jewish shop in 
March 1992 and torching several cars. “We have before ns an 
accused who committed acts of sabotage and destruction constantly _ 
and continuously,” Judge Yaakov Bazak found. "It is therefore 
appropriate to punish him with all foe severity of the law, despite 
his youth.” lie pleaded guilty. y « 

Families want news on missing Iranians 

NICOSIA (R) — The families of four Iranians missing in Lebanon 
since 1982 on Sunday attacked foe Tehran government for failing 
to reveal any news on their fete. The release of the four had been 
linked by pro-Iranian kidnap groups in Lebanon to foe fete of 
Western hostages, who have now been all set free. “After 11 years, 
the ministry of foreign affairs should break the silence regarding 
foe fate of these four individuals,” said an appeal by their families. 
“Do brothers (at the Foreign Ministry) have any convincing 
response with respect to their silence on foe matter?” the Iranian 
news agency IRNA quoted foe appeal as saying. “Despite the 
common wisdom, the case of foe hostages in Lebanon was not 
closed with the release of the Western hostages. The emphasis on 
the unilateral release of foe Western hostages was ta n ta mo unt to 
ignoring foe rights of ail foe hostages," the appeal said. Three 
Iranian diplomats, Ahmad Motavasellian, Mohsen Mousavi, Taqi 
Rastegar Moqaddam, and IRNA photographer Kazetn Akhavan 
Allaf, disappeared while driving through Christian-held area s of 
Lebanon during Israel’s 1982 invasion of the country. Nothii^gtaas 
been heard about them since and security officials in Lebanon say 
the four have been killed but there has been no official announce- 
ment on their fete. 

Two Palestinians found hanged in Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Two Palestinians accused of 
collaborating with Israel were found hanged Sunday in separate 
locations in the Gaza Strip, Palestinian sources said. Kamel Rizk 
A1 Bayough, 34, was found hanging from a tree near his home in 
the town of Khan Yunes, and Khalil Taher Matah, 30, was found 
dead in Gaza Gty. Their bodies showed signs of torture, the 
sources said. Israeli authorities plan an autopsy at a forensic centre 
near Tel Aviv, Israeli military sources said. 


Presidents of regional pact to meet in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (R) — The presidents of 10 Economic Cooperation 
Or gani sation (ECO) nations will meet in Istanbul on-Tuefljfry to 
expand trade links in a huge region stretching from Europe to 
China along the ancient Silk Road. The pact indudes Turkey, Iran, 
Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The region has a popula- 
tion of 300 million and is viewed as an enormous potential market 
for western goods and services. “We should not be interpreted as 
indulging in fanatsies, but rather as pioneers for the creation of a 
new rising economic region," Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said 
Monday. He told a meeting of ECO foreign ministers that the pact 
should emphasise cooperation in transport, communications and 
trade. “These are areas that are likely to spearhead the coopera- 
tion and foe development within the region, as they will serve as 
connecting channels among member states,” Mr. Cetin said. He 
said the regional cooperation would help six landlocked former 
Soviet Central Asian republics that are members to break out of 
their economic isolation. 

Israeli minister heads for Turkey to encourage visits 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Minister of Tourism Uzi Baram left for 
Turkey Monday to examine security arrangements for Israelii 
tourists and enconrage Muslim visits to the Holy Land. Israeli I 
tourists have made Turkey one of their most popular destinations, 
and Mr. Baram plans to meet with his Turkish counterpart 
AbduDcadir Ates and tourism officials during his three-day visit. 
Mr. Baram mil also visit foe troubled Anatolia province, which has 
been rocked by Muslim fundamentalist violence. 

Israeli truckers protest U.N. shipping inspectjps 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli trackers chose U.S. independence day to 
protest outside foe home of the U.S. ambassador against inspection 
of Israeli ships as pan of foe United Nations embargo against Iraq,. 
Israel Radio reponed. It said drivers from the southern port city of 
Eilat parked 14 tracks outside Ambassador William Brown’s 
residence in a Tel Aviv suburb Sunday in an attempt to disrupt July 
4 festivities there. Police ordered the trucks to move on and briefly 
detained nine driven. Israel’s leading shipping company, Zim, says 
U.N. inspections aimed at intercepting arms or other embargoed 
goods bound for Iraq via foe Jordanian port of Aqaba have cost foe 
company more than Si million a year in delays and rerouting. Israel 
complained to Washington last month that subjecting its shipping 
to inspection was absurd. Iraq has been formally at war with lane! 
since 1948. 

Guerrillas attack Israel’s allies 

MARJAYOUN (R) — Guerrillas attacked Israel’s militia allies in 
South Lebanon Monday with rockets and machrneguns, triggering ‘ 
retaliatory shelling, security sources said. They saw guerrilSf j.ired 
machineguns and anti-tank rockes at a South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) post in Tonmat Niha outside Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone” but in territory under Israeli control. SLA gunners lobbec 
artillery shells into guerrilla-held areas outside the buffer zone 
extending 15 kilometres into Lebanon. There were no reports ol , 
casualties in the exchanges. The sources said a Katyusha rocket 
fired from outside foe zone late on Sunday slammed into foe village 
of Rmeish, three kilometres north of foe border with" Israel. SLA 
militiamen on Sunday found and detonated two roadside bombs 
apparently planted by guerrillas in the “security rone.” Some 1,000 
Israeli troops and foe 3,000-sirong SLA hold the zone, set up in 
1985 to curb guerrilla raids on northern Israel. 
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Day Satan Td. 823824, 654932. 
Chunk oT the Naxuctn Td. 675691. 
Cbureh of the Redeemer — Td. 
638526. 

WEATHER 

BuDc&suppIkd by tiw Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively hot and winds 
w 9 be northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

' MinJMv. team. 
Amman 18/34 


Aqaba .. — 

Deserts ...: 

Jordan Valley .. 


27/38 

20/36 

23/37 


Yesterday's Ugb tempe r a tu res: Am- 
man 36, Aqaba 39. Hmnkfity reading*: 
Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 15 per 

coo- 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. AdnanZaddoul -....898140 

Dr. Babjat Bader 849362 

Dr. YafaiyaAbdal Rabun 736072 

Dr. Ahmad Kbamis 747684 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAiema pharmacy 637055 

Naireddi pharmacy .............. 623672 

A1 Sabun pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

* Shmctsaoi pharmacy ............. 637660 

Nauonib pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

QUID: 

Dr. Ah Al Shoqairi 246140 

Alqwds pharmacy I— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hussein Mahmoud 984344 

Khafifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Depart m ent . 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue.. 


■Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue PoGce — 192,621111, 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Pnbfe Security Deportment 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Muoicipaliiy 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 


637111 

,661111 

.630341 
.... 199 
.637777 
.891228 
,775121 
,843402 
.896390 
, 630321 
605800 
661176 


897467 

787111 


Overseas! 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs. 

AbdaUTch 


Ji Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 
Electric Power 


.... 121 
010230 

623101 

661101 

773111 

774111 

680100 

815615 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 ' 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. ... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Malcmiiy ......... 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani .......... 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Mnashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. A t-Muhajrccn .... 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich ...... 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ... 

Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sins Hospital 

Al Hitau Modem Hospital 
DtBUh 

Pri n cess Basra Hospital 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

IboAINdra Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)314111 




.. — (09)990990 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This in form anon is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) rafonuafiron depart- 
ment at the Queen A&a International 
Airport Tel. {08)53200-5, where it 
shook 1 always be vaiGaL 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


•feta Jakarta. Kuala Lompur (RJ) 

flO ."Damascus (RJ) 

B8lM Dhahtan(RJ) 

VMS Aqaba (RJ) 

1R36 Muscat, Abu Dnabi (RJ) 

1*38 Karachi. Dnbd (RJ) 

11:00 ............... Doha, Bahrain f RJ j 

17:35 London (RJf 

17*5 Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt (RJ} 

18 JO Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Ud» Onto (MS) 


13c30 — Abu Dhabi (GF) 

MR Riyadh (SU) 

16*45 Romc(AZ) 

IB£0 Paris. Beirut (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

23£9 - Bucharest (RO) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal 1) 


2*2 •; Aqaba (RJ) 

. 9930 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

— Vienna (RJ) 

12:15 .......... Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

" Paris, BiubcIs (RJ) 

— Frankfurt (RJ) 

Vienna, Flrankfnn (RJ) 

{S| ...Cairo RJ) 

2 s ?® Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abu DtaM. Dubai (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


Rights (Terminal 3) 


12.-15 

14:15 

14139 

15:39 

17*5 


Lantaca, Vienna (OS) 

;y Cairo (MS) 

Abu Dhabi, Muscat f GF) 

Riyadh (SUj 


01:90 Bucharest (RO) 


Uppctffowcr price in fils per 

^Pp to- 3WJ 

Banana 680/680 

Banana (Mnkanunar) 620/620 

Beans 520 / 350 .* 

Cabbage 100/501 

Carrot 280220- 

CauMower ........ 180 1 100 / 

Cherry (red) .. 750/601? 

Cucumbers (large) 100 /S; 

Cucumben (small) 170/12? 

Eggplant — 170/5, 

Garlic 700 / 50 

Grapes 30005 

Lemon 580/4F 

Marrow (huge) ................ 150 /lfj 

Marrow (smafl) 250/21 

Mint I 

Okra 6S0I‘*. 

Oakra (dry) 140 /Hi 

Orange-. - 340/200 

Peaches 600500 

Ptppcrfhot) 360/300 

pepper (sweet)., 300/220 

Potato — .... 230/150 

Tomato 130/60' 

Sweeandon .............. 240/150 

Watermelon 140/60 
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Home News 

Senators present King with differing views on need for electoral change 
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AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Mem- 
bers of the Upper House of Par- 
liament (the Senate) are divided 
on whether the current Election 
Law should be changed or not. 

Speaking during a meeting with 
His Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day, senators expressed conflict- 
ing views on the controversial 
legislation, with some arguing 
that the law should be changed to 
ensure equality among 'hU citizens 
and others saying Jordanians 
should elect their 12th Parliament 
later this year under the current 
Election Law. 

Members of the Senate voiced 
their views after King Hussein 
said that possible amendment of 
the law would be introduced only 
after the issue has been discussed 
with various political groups in 
the country. King Hussein said 
changes in the law “would not be 
endorsed except through a 
national dialogue similar to the 
dialogue which led to the forma- 
lisation of the National Charter.*' 

Following are excerpts from 
the .remarks senators made dur- 
ing the meeting, which took place 
at the Royal Court. 

House Speaker Ahmad Lawzi 
said he supported the one-man-' 
one-vote system, saying tHat its 
application was not an impossible 
thing. He said the system is ap- 
plied in the United Kingdom and 
in Yemen. 

Mr. .Lawzi rejected demands 
by a number of political groups 
that Jordan withdraw from the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. “I 
believe that there are higher 
national interests that should not 
be overlooked," he said. "We 
ought to participate in the nego- 
tiations in accordance with the 
Jordanian firm and principled 
stands." 

Mr. Lawzi demanded that 
women be represented in both 
houses of Parliament, proposing 
thar the number of women in the 
Senate be increased and that six 


seals be assigned for women in 
the Lower House. “Our society 
does not allow women to Teach 
Parliament upon their own 
merits," he said. 

Addressing the meeting, for- 
mer Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran said Jordanians have been 
exercising the election process 
without any problems for four 
decades. If there are any constitu- 
tional imbalances in the Election 
Law, the Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of Laws should 
tackle the issue, he said. 

“What concerns us in this 
country is national unity and 
cohesion among the members of 
the Jordanian society so that we 
can abort conspiracies against the 
Kingdot," he said. He said if the 
Election Law “can lead the coun- 
try towards achieving this objec- 
tive, we wholeheartedly support 
(it).” 

Another former prime minis- 
ter, Ahmad Obeidat, said that 
any amendment to the present 
Election Law should aim at creat- 
ing a future . Parliament with a- 
more comprehensive representa- 
tion of the Jordanian people. 

The coming Parliament, if 
amendments to the law are intro- 
duced, must embody and cor- 
roborate national unity and en- 
sure that no faction can oppress 
another within Parliament. 

Moreover, he said, any amend- 
ment should not appear as though 
one faction has been targetted. 

“One can achieve fairness to 
less fortunate regions and consti- 
tuencies through means other 
than changing the Election Law,” 
he said. 

Mr. Obeidat said achieving ba- 
lance between the executive and 
legislative authorities would en- 
sure justice and equal opportuni- 
ties for the Jordanian people. 

Senator Akef AI Fayez voiced 
his support for the one-man-one- 
vote system, saying that such 
system can ensure constitutional 



" His Majesty King Hussein Sunday discusses possible amendments to the Election Law with members of the Upper House of 
Phiitainent (Petra photo) 


justice. He also demanded a reex- 
amination of the present voting 
districts which are drawn in 
accordance with administrative 
divisions in order to reflect the 
geographic and social realities of 
die country. Mr. Fayez said that 
amendments must be introduced 
to the Election Law in order to 
facilitate the voting process. “It is 
unreasonable for voters in certain 
areas to vote for nine candidates 
while others are only allowed to 
vote for two candidates in 
another area," he said. 

Senator Mohammad Rasooul 
Al Kilani said that he was against 
the one-man-one-vote system, 
because a deputy should repre- 
sent the whole electorate and not 
only his own constituency. 

If the one-man-one-vote sys- 
tem was applied, Jordan would 
be consolidating, what he called 
sectarianism and racism. That, he 
said, could lead to other danger- 


ous developments. 

Senator Hamad Al Farhan 
cautioned against the one-man- 
one-vote system, warning that 
such a formula would involve 
complications when and if ap- 
plied in Jordan. He called for the 
creation of a specialised commit- 
tee to discuss this issue and to 
point out its negative and positive 
aspects so that a balance can be 
maintained among various fac- 
tions. 

Mr. Farhan said that the demo- 
cratic experiment in Jordan will 
not fail if elections are held under 
the present law or another law. 
The danger posed to the country, 
he said, lies with the domestic 
issues that arise from unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 

At present, he added, 80,000 
college and school graduates are 
seeking jobs, and more than a 
million people in Jordan are clas- 


sified as poor. He said that these 
problems could easily disturb 
public security unless the govern- 
ment take immediate steps to 
deal with the situation. 

Mr. Farhan emphasised the 
need for attaining economic sta- 
bility, warning that matters could 
run out of hand and render the 
country unable to contain unem- 
ployment and poverty problems. 

Senator Kamal Al Shaer said 
that Jordan was currently going 
through the “most dangerous” 
stage in its history because it is 
facing a host of challenges under 
extremely difficult and compli- 
cated regional and international 
circumstances. 

Dr. Shaer called on the govern- 
ment to introduce reforms to the 
present Election Law. saying that 
these reforms should aini at 
achieving two main objectives: 
To establish the one-man-one- 


vote system in order to ensure 
equality among citizens, and to 
facilitate voters registration proc- 
edures and voting process so as to 
ensure the largest possible voter 
turn-out. 

Dr. Shaer proposed that the 
other provisions of the Election 
Law remain untouched especially 
in connection with the number of 
deputies assigned for every gov- 
e mo rate because this provision 
guarantees equilibrium and fair 
representation of people in terms 
of geographic areas. 

Expressing belief that the 
democratic institutions in Jordan 
would need a long time, to be 
created and become operational. 
Dr. Shaer said that efforts should 
focus on enhancing the executive 
authority which strives to ensure 
stability and provide security and 
continues to cater to the needs of 
development. 


Furthermore, said Dr. Shaer, 
the government should dedicate 
efforts towards reestablishing 
solidarity among Arab countries 
and unity among Arab ranks. 

Senator Salem Masaadeh stres- 
sed that the present Election Law 
has been enjoying the support of 
various factions because it has 
been aimed at bolstering national 
unity and the principles of justice 
and equality among various re- 
gions. Should the one-man-one- 
vote system be applied, it would 
mean further dividing constituen- 
cies and complicating procedures 
and triggering feuds in the Jorda- 
nian society. 

Senator Amer Kh am mash sup- 
ported the one-man-one-vote 
idea, saying the majority of intel- 
lectuals are in favour of the prop- 
osed system. 

Speaking in favour of the peace 
process. Senator Husni Ayesh 
said the Arabs should not with- 
draw from the negotiations. 

“The enemy wants the Arabs 
to withdraw (from the talks) in 
order to blame them for the 
failure of negotiations,” said Mr. 
Ayesh. The senator called for 
unity of ranks among Arab states 
in foe face of world develop- 
ments. 

Mr. Ayesh called on the gov- 
ernment to introduce a law mak- 
ing it compulsory for all eligible 
voters to vote in the coming 
elections. 

Senator Khalaf Abu Noweir 
voiced support for the King's 
leadership and outlined the vir- 
tues of die tribal system. 

The senator criticised his col- 
leagues who. he said, consider 
the one-man-one-vote system as 
means of strengthening tribalism. 
“The tribal system in Jordan, is 
an integral part of our existence 
and heritage." he said. 

Senator Habes Majali called 
for further dialogue among mem- 
bers of the Upper House of Par- 
liament. He said such meetings 


help the House to discuss de- 
velopments. 

Senator Ishaq Al Farhan prop- 
osed monthly meeting between 
King Hussein and foe Upper 
House of Parliament for consulta- 
tions. 

Dr. Farhan said elements that 
enhance national unity, streng- 
then democracy and promote the 
work of institutions, should be 
taken into consideration when 
and if the Election Law is 
changed. 

Senator Najib Irsheidat said 
that improvement of less fortun- 
ate areas in Jordan can take place 
not by changing the Election Law 
but through social arid economic 
development. 

Senator Omar Nabulsi called 
for a comprehensive and legal 
dialogue in foe course of estab- 
lishing whether foe one-man-one- 
vote system was in “harmony 
with democracy. “ 

Voicing his opposition to the 
projected system, Mr. Nabulsi 
defended Jordan's democratic 
system, underlining the imped- 
ance of cohesion within society. 

Senator Amin Shuqair said that 
the amendment of laws is the 
prerogative of foe Jordanian peo- 
ple and their leadership, and 
should not be undertaken impul- 
sively. 

Jordan is facing a major prob- 
lem at present, namely unem- 
ployment, and should this issue 
remain neglected, it would result 
in very serious consequences. 

Mr. Shuqair called for reform- 
ing foe financial system with a 
view to achieving a strong eco- 
nomy capable of improving the 
general conditions in foe country 
and able to deal with challenges 
and difficulties. 

“The government should be 
open in its dealings with foe 
masses so as to prevent evil ele- 
ments from exploiting the general 
atmosphere and spread harmful 
rumours.” he said. 


ir^ 



pping Her Mqjesty Queen Now Monday chairs a meeting of the organising 

committee for the 13 Arab Children’s Congress (Petra photo) 
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Queen Noor chairs meeting 
on children’s congress 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor' Monday chaired a 
meeting of foe organising com- 
mittee for foe 13fo Arab Chil- 
dren’s Congress due to start, on 
July 12. 

During foe meeting, which 
took place at Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), Queen Noor 
discussed with committee mem- 
bers the activities of the eight-day 
event which is annually held 
under the NHF umbrella to 
r^rjtf^^strengthen bonds of culture and 
"tt^, ^'.understanding among all Arabs. 

<■^ 31 1* . These activities include visits to 
- " . ^-5* Jordan’s major historical sites, 
r '° p museums and cultural and educa- 
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Sift®:" 




dona! institutions. 


. -Cjjf Ip* 

_ The congress will culminate'in 


7!w 




!k?: - a mini-summit 


conference for 
views 


^:t- Arab children to exchange > 

on this year’s theme, “Our His- 
- *■ tory 3nd Future" at the Universi- 

ty of Jordan. Committee raem- 
bets discussed how to reflect this 
• "’’i,,;" theme in the programme's activi- 
r- - tigs through highlighting foe cen- 
trality of such concepts as Arab 
contributions to world civilisa- 
tions, openness to international 
cultures and knowledge and sci- 
ence as vital pre-requisites for 
progress. 

Vj Queen Noor also emphasised 
the special significance of this 
-ajtfP t . year’s congress m light of Jor- 
^ dan’s advancement in foe sodo- 

. . ‘ " political fields "as well as its dyna- 

* mic international humanitarian 
-efforts. She urged committee 
-• members to invite children of 

• J " Bosnian families who arrived in 
' Jordan recently to take part is 


this year's congress and share 
their experiences and ideas with 
Arab children to enhance Arab 
children’s awareness of the tragic 
conditions of the Bosnian people. 

The Arab Children's Congress 
committee comprises representa- 
tives of 20 governmental and 
non-govemmenta! organisations 
involved in children-related acti- 
vities and operating in coordina- 
tion with Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. 

All Arab countries have been 
invited to attend the 1993 con- 
gress; 15 countries have re- 
sponded positively and eight 
(Oman, Yemen, Algeria, Sudan, 
Palestine, Tunisia. Mauritania, 
and Jordan) have confirmed their 
attendance and willingness to 
send - a team of four children (two 
males and two females) in addi- 
tion to one supervisor. 

The event, initiated by Queen 
Noor after the 1980 Amman 
Arab Summit Conference, brings 
together children from through- 
out the Arab World in a program- 
me cultural activities, discus- 
sions -And visits to historical sites.. 
Through their shared experiences 
during two weeks of travel, learn- 
ing and cultural interaction in 
Jordan, Arab children are en- 
couraged to appreciate more fully 
foe contemporary challenges fac- 
ing foe Arab Nation and the 
common historical cultural de- 
nominators shared by foe Arab 
people. Almost 750 children from 
17 countries had participated in 
the congress by 1992. 
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PRINCESS ALIA VISITS TH1BAN AREA: Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein Monday attended a free medical 
awamiinitinw day at Thibaii area in the Madaba District. The 
Princess was briefed on the activities of the local charitable 
societies which organised the event as wefl as fodr plans to 
promote the status of women in the rural region and improve the 
■wntM™ oT poor families 


Lawzi urges 
more active 
German role 
in peace process 

k 

AMMAN (Petra) — Germany 
“is fully aware” of the problems 
Jordan has faced in foe aftermath 
of the Gulf war and is going 
ahead with plans for bolstering 
Jordanian-German relations, the 
head of a visiting four-member 
German parliamentary delega- 
tion said Monday. 

Joachim Hoerster, who was 
speaking at a meeting with the 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
said Germany was pursuing con- 
tinued economic and technical 
assistance to Jordan. 

Mr. Hoerster and his accom- 
panying delegation were briefed 
by Mr. Lawzi on Jordan’s drive to 
attain Arab-Israeli peace on foe 
basis of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

Mr. Lawzi called on Germany 
to shoulder its responsibility to- 
wards ending the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and establishing durable 
and just peace in the Middle 
East. 

“Peace,” he said, “can only 
come through respect of interna- 
tional legitimacy and the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions, 
especially those concerning the 
Palestine problem.” 

Referring to the situation in 
Bosnia-Heizegovina, Mr. Lawzi 
said that the developments there 
contradict all international niles, 
saying that the situation in former 
Yugoslavia is of concern to 
Europe as well as to the Arab 
World. He urged Germany to 
play a role in settling the conflict 
hi that country. 

The German delegation earlier 
met with members of the Lower 
House of Parliament and discus- 
sed with them the situation in the 
Middle East and means of bol- 
stering Jordanian-German coop- 
eration in various fields. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 


ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Exhibition of watercolours 
by Jordanian plastic artist 
Mam* an Al ABan at the 
Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion. 

☆ Paintings by Salem Al Dab- 
bagh, Hhnat All and Karim 
Rassan at the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation GaHery 

(10 ajn.-6 p.m.) 

☆ Art exhibition by 26 Jorda- 
nian artists at Eshbeelia Art 
Gallery, 6th Circle, Atnra 
Shopping Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
plastic artist Abeer Al Khatib 
at Afia Art Gaflery. 

☆ Exhibition of oil paintings by 
Noetic Shawwa al the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


Seminar urges women to unify efforts in next elections 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Political activists 
Monday blamed women for 
.what .they described as, their- 
lack of progress in political life 
and urged women activists to 
unify their efforts in the next 
Parliamentary elections. 

Speaking at a seminar enti- 
tled “Women and Political Ac- 
tion" held at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC). women 
activists criticised the women's 
movement in Jordan and its 
failure to achieve substantial 
progress in upgrading women’s 
status. 

Member of the Upper 
House of Parliament Laila 
Sharaf who chaired the semi- 
nar organised by Al Urdun Al 
Jadid Research and Studies 
Centre, called on women to 
take qoick action to upgrade 
their status in foe country at ail 
levels and to abstain from 
blaming all of their misfortunes 
and lack of progress on tradi- 
tions and social norms. 

“We should not keep- on 


blaming the society-foough it 
plays a major role- for 
(women’s) present crisis; nor 
should we blame foe man, 
though he has also his share in 
standing in the way of women’s 
development," Mrs. Sharaf 
said. “We ought not' distance 
ourselves from (our) responsi- 
bility if we really desire to get 
out of this deadlock." 

■ In her speech, Mrs. Sharaf 
outlined the main factors of 
women’s inability to organise 
themselves and indulge in poli- 
tical action in "the way women 
regard themselves.” 
“Women," she said, “lack be- 
lief in other women.” 

She said that feminist action 
should concentrate on raising 
awareness among women in 
the country of -their rights, 
especially political ones. 

Mrs. Sharaf called on parti- 
cipants at the seminar, who 
mainly consisted of leading 
women activists and repre- 
sentatives of women's, unions, 
to nominate distinguished 
women for the coming elec- 
tions, scheduled for Novem- 


ber, and to strongly support 
them with a unified women's 
voice. 

■ Ayda Mutlaq, former head 
.of the Women’s.. Union in 
Jordan-Irbid brand), express- 
ed pessimism over women’s- 
chances to achieve substantial 
progress and win in foe coming 
elections. She based her 
hypothesis on the weakness of 
and splits in women's move- 
ment and on women's meagre 
partidpation in the democratic 
process. 

Ms. Mutlaq recommended 
that there should be legislative 
procedures consistent with foe 
national charter’s principles. 
She also called on parties and 
public organisations to raise 
public awareness of democratic 
rigths, especially those of 
equality and justice between 
sexes. Finally, Ms. Mutlaq 
appealed to the three author- 
ities, executive, legislative and 
judidal,-to directly intervene 
and appoint women, according 
to qualification, in foe right 
positions — such as including 


women in Jordanian delega- 
tions to different conferences 
and giving them ministerial 
positions. 

Leading activist, Emilie Naf- 
fa', called on women activists 
to direct their efforts on three 
main fronts: ideological, orga- 
nisational and informative. She 
also called for the establish- 
ment of a special ministry for 
women as well as a special 
office in all governmental in- 
stitutions that is headed by 
women to ensure equal 
appointment and representa- 
tion of women and men in jobs 
and in leading posts. 

Another activist, Huda 
Fakhouri, a dentist, expected 
women not to win in any com- 
ing elections if they were not 
backed up socially, politically 
and economically. Dr. 
Fakhouri said women would 
not be elected to Parliament 
because “it is unlikely that foe 
tribe supports women; second, 
because the possibility that 
political parties nominate 
women is very slim and third 
because women ... can’t meet 


the expenses of their cam- 
paigns.” 

Dr. Fakhouri, however, 
proposed the introduction of a 
quota for women if the elec- 
tions law is changed. She said 
the law should stipulate the 
representation of women at no 
less than 10 per cent. . 

"This proportional repre- 
sentation guarantees 10 per 
cent of foe seats for women 
without depriving them of their 
right to foe 50 per cent that 
(they coold obtain) in the fu- 
ture women, Dr. Fakhouri 
said. 

• In its sessions Tuesday, the 
seminar will also discuss poli- 
tical pluralism, women move- 
ment and steps needed for foe 
enhancement of women’s 
situation. 

Hani Hourani, director of Al 
Urdun Al Jadid Research and 
Studies Centre, said foe semi- 
nar is a “collective mental ex- 
ercise to get acquainted with 
basic hindrances to women’s 
development and ways of up- 
grading their status.” 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Baby girl born to Princess Zein, Majdi Al Saleh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Zein Bint Al 
Hussein Sunday gave birth to a baby girl, whom she and her 
husband, Majdi Al Saleh, named Jumana, according to an 
announcement by the Royal Court Monday. The Royal Court* 
extended congratulations to His Majesty King Hussein and 
members of the Royal family, and wished the newborn good 
health and happiness. Princess Zein' and Mr. Saleh got married 
Aug. 3, 1989. 

Abu Nuwwar receives S. Korean, Swiss envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Maan Abu Nuwwar 
Monday received in separate meetings South Korean Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Hahn-Choon Lee and Swiss Ambassador Gian 
Federico Pedotti. Dr. Abu Nuwwar and the two envoys discussed 
Jordan’s relations with their respective countries, especially in 
information fields. 

Youth minister visits Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — Youth Minister Abdullah Oweidat Monday 
visited Zarqa govemorate where he met with Governor Talaat Al 
Nawaiseh and was briefed by him on foe govemorate’s needs of 
sports facilities. Dr. Oweidat stressed at the meeting the 
importance of the youth in society and underlined the need to 
improve foe level of sports performance at the local level so as to 
“raise the banner of the Kingdom in the various local and 
international sports events." Mr. Nawaiseh affirmed the import- 
ance of supporting foe sports and youth movement in the 
govern orate through organising sports activities and supplying 
sports clubs with the needed expertise. 

Foreign workers urged to obtain permits 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Chamber of Industry Monday 
received a memorandum from Labour Minister Khaled Ghzawi 
calling on employers in Jordan to quickly move to legalise the 
status of foreign employees working for them before Aug. 10. The 
memorandum said that foreign labourers should obtain a profes- 
sion licence before working in any field, and should personally 
call at any of the employment offices of the ministry to get foe 
needed papers and permits within the specified time framework. 
The memorandum also calls on the employers to give priority to 
Jordanians as a means to curb unemployment in foe Kingdom. 

Department to ensure sufficient water 
supplies in Mazar 

KARAK (Petra) — With the objective of ensuring a continuous 
and organised supply of water to citizens in the southern Mazar 
district, near Karak, the Mazar Water Department has carried out 
several projects aimed at renewing and maintaining the main 
water pipeline networks in foe district. 


Deputies, political activists warn against 
‘ unconstitutional ’change in Election Law 


By Odeh Odell 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The proposed one- 
man-one-vote system for Par- 
liamentary election came under 
fire at a public rally held at foe 
Professional Association Com- 
plex Sunday night. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
Secretary-General Ishaq Al 
Farhan said Parliament must en- 
dorse any possible changes to foe 
law. 

The proposed system will have 
negative effects on the national 
unity. Dr. Farhan added. 

Calling for the representation 
of various political groups in the 
coming Parliament, Dr. Farhan, 
said that Parliamentary election 
should be “fair and free.” 

Questioning the stand of the 
present government vis-a-vis the 
coming elections. Dr. Farhan 


asked: Why doesn’t the govern- 
ment announce a date for the 
coming elections? The govern- 
ment should announce the date of 
foe elections and end foe mys- 
tery, he said. It has no excuse for 
not doing that, he said. 

Echoing Farhan’s views, depu- 
ty Salim AI Zoubi said that foe 
one-man-one-vote system was 
bound to transform a deputy into 
a representative of one consti- 
tuency. He said any changes to 
the law must go through the 
constitutional channels. He said if 
possible amendments to the law 
are considered as violations of foe 
Constitution, they would be con- 
tested in a court of law. 

“This government is solely 
appointed to conduct foe elec- 
tions and not for any other pur- 
pose, said Laith Shubeilat, 
another ‘deputy who opposes the 


one-raaihone-vote system. 

He said the present govern- 
ment has no right to “touch any 
paper that proposes a new elec- 
tion law." 

Mr. Sbobeilat called for a mass 
boycott of the coming elections 
should a new election law be 
imposed by foe “government 
without acquiring appropriate 
constitutional backing.” 

These views were backed by 
Mazen Al Saket, a senior mem- 
ber of the Arab Democratic Par- 
ty, who said that the imposition 
of foe one-man-one-vote system 
was “bound to backfire.” 

Such a system, he added, 
would impede rather than give 
momentum to progress in demo- 
cracy. He said that any amend- 
ment to laws should go through 
and be endorsed by foe legislative 
authorities. 


UJ students protest against administration 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — About 1,000 stu- 
dents Monday staged a demon- 
stration at the University of 
Jordan (UJ) to protest foe 
“manner in which foe universi- 
ty’s administration deals with 
the students’ council" and de- 
manded foe resignation of foe 
university's administrative 
body. 

In front of foe clock tower at 
foe University of Jordan, more 
than 1,000 veiled and bearded 
students demonstrated against 
what they saw as foe violation 
of foe students' council's basic 
rights. The student council, 
which organised foe event, de- 
manded that the university 
allot a budget for foe council; 


that medicine students’ issue 
be handled; and that the coun- 
cil exercise its authorities as 
stipulated by foe law. 

a He who forced you to 
gather here under the heat of 
foe sun is foe president of the 
university,” screamed one of 
foe members of the student 
council amid foe loud applause 
of demonstrating students. "He 
(foe president) has rejected 
(dealing with us in) democratic 
means and refused dialogue 
and our issues are being 
ignored.” Other students also 
gathered to contest foe demon- 
strators’ allegations maintain- 
ing it was a ploy to improve 
Islamist standing at foe uni- 
versity. 

Head of the students' conn- 

ril Ma'an Ifhatih said that all 


attempts to discuss their prob- 
lems with the president. Dr. 
Fawzi Gharaibeh, ended in fai- 
lure. He told foe Jordan Tunes 
that foe main problem is Dr. 
Gharaibeh "s rejection to allo- 
cating money to the student 
council, thus hindering them 
“of carrying out their activi- 
ties.” 

Mr. Khatib contended that 
tremendous effort exerted in 
foe past four months by the 
council to reverse a decision 
requiring medical students to 
repeat a whole year if they 
failed in one subject. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Khatib, the universi- 
ty’s administration ignored 
their demands and “advised 
them . not to interfere in 

ararfomi/* affaire '* 




= I 


bi 

oil 

cr 

w 

at 

tri 

t6 


to 

ts 

A 

se 

th 

Gl 


sf 

N: 

pa 

trc 


1 

t 


R] 

Pr 

aii 


41 ' 

Pj‘ 

Ce 


mi 


be 

th< 

wil 

PQ- 

dju 

ye; 


i 


prii 
■ taH 
1 call 


Od 

r ' ** 

i tha> 
^ coir 
c Oct 
c Hai 
ton. 


?. : c 

. led- 
1 Ari 
I sign 
t nea 
1 fled 
f his 
, dea 

! c 

' to J 
r to l 
sion 
accc 
' H 
-ign ■ 


V 


at 

BOC 
Phili 
disas 
fiest: 
the 1 
wher 
and 


Cr 
■with 
toerh 
in Be 
toliec 
■of M 
: Th. 


jnofr 
seven 
husba 
ihree 
■a fan 
make 


was i 
, -“W 
■body i 
.'vow.' 
painfi 

- As 


cess io 

jvas. a 
himg* 
nband 


’ The 

old TO 
began 
Jic de 1 
-traced 
: The 
ihan 
jaboan 
'■rying ■ 
to brh 
sick. 
~~As 
the Bi 
side tf 
dreds 
the w: 
Bac 
packet 
drawn 
comes 
annual 
But 
after v 
from i 


Opinion & Analysis 


inpnAN TIMES. 



Jordan Times 


An independent Arab political daily published m English by die Iordan Press Fomriiuon. 
EswNohcd [075 

«4>uVI ; >11 JL iBi ■ ijjjt jafl 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAY ED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Edltor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAW ATM EH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 


The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


No fear in change 


UNTIL JORDANIANS become fully engaged in 
the process of ruling over themselves through 
proper, equally representative and multi-party 
elections, Jordan cannot rlaim to be democratic in 
the full sense of the word. Democracy >is being 
practised in different shapes and forms all over 
the world. Nowhere are people completely content 
with whatever form of democratic rule they have 
developed. However, the best democracies are 
those in which intellectual pluralism — full range 
debate — is being practised alongside political 
pluralism. Democracy as it has developed through 
the ages has become a form of consensus over 
mainstream politics. It is, therefore, extremely 
important that dialogue should be maintained and 
guarded all the time and on every issue possible in 
order to guarantee that each issue of public 
concern is fully explored by as many people as 
possible. 


It was, therefore, extremely heartening and 
reassuring to hear His Majesty King Hussein urge 
Jordanians to hold national dialogue before they 
decide on any changes to the Election Law. And 
true to the King’s vision and expectations Jorda- 
nians have already been debating the merits and 
demerits of changing the law for quite sometime. 

In the case of the Election Law change seems to 
be a desired path. Not only does the leadership, 
that triggered the process in the first place, favour 
some changes, many people think that amending 
some articles of the law would be a healthy 
endeavour. As His Majesty the King has repeated- 
ly stressed an amended, or new, law should 
address mainly the issue of equal representation, 
the guarantee to a healthy representative legisla- 
tor. True, there are some grey areas that many 
fear to tread on, but venture into we should, 
sooner rather than later. On the other hand the 
political imbalance that prevailed within the last 
30 years, due to domestic, regional, and interna- 
tional circumstances^ need to be addressed. 


King Hussein has already set the mechanism for 
the change, a National Charter-style conference 
that would group all political shades. 

Those who have doubts should nevertheless 
have no fear. The human experience is made of 
continuous experiments and constant change. We* 
should only fear stagnation and the clinging to old 
ways and methods. There is surely no fear in 
change, but only expectations and the joys that the 
unknown promises. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily Monday commented on the open dialogue 
His Majesty King Hussein had with members of the Senate at the 
Royal Court in which he reaffirmed Jordan’s domestic and 
external policies and tackled important issues of concern to the 
public in Jordan. The King has reaffirmed the fact that no 
amendment to the Election Law will take place except through a 
dialogue and discussion among the various political groups, said 
the paper. Indeed, as the King said, any amendment following 
such a dialogue and consultations would ultimately favour the 
march to democracy and enhance national unity, said the paper. 
The King was careful to reiterate Jordan's resolve to pursue the 
path of democracy and its determination to prevent anyone from 
interfering in the country’s internal affairs. The King was also 
careful to urge the public to help prevent any attempt at distorting 
Islam and harming religion, calling on all Muslims to defend this 
tolerant religion, said the paper. The paper added that Jordan will 
remain committed to helping the Iraqi people regain their rights 
and their unity and live in an atmosphere of political pluralism. 
The king, add’ed the paper, has warned the Jordanians that the 
World around us was watching our performance and the democra- 
tic process which the King said would serve as a good example for 
the other Arab states. 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Dustour pointed out Washington’s ongoing 
worldwide efforts to normalise A/ab-Israeli economic relations by 
pressuring the Arab states into ending their boycott of firms 
dealing w.’ the Jewish state. Towards the end of this week, the 
ons of the world will meet in Tokyo and will discuss 
‘cott of foreign firms, but unfortunately the Arab 
i has introduced this rule has prepared nothing to 
Tokyo parley which Washington hopes would put 
■ Arabs to end their boycott rules, said Taher A1 
iter noted that the whole Arab-Israeli process was 
inths ago for the sake of ending the conflict 
rabs and Israel, but so far nothing has been 
due to the feet that Washington has been acting 
c Israel’s interests and not the peace process, 
never relented in its drive to end the Arab 
lealing with Israel in the course of serving the 
is economic and political interests, added the 
boycott has become the main topic on the U.S. 
da and it is certain rhat Washington would be 
and pressure the Arabs in turn to normalise 
tions with the Jewish state. 
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The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The elections law, cornered cats and Arab political culture 


The current lively debate throughout the country about whether 
or not to amend the elections law is an important sign of the 
continuing, gradual transformation of Jordanian political culture 
towards a more democratic and participatory system. It is 
unfortunate that this debate should be taking place in something 
of a rush, given the time constraints between now and the 
elections in the autumn. Nevertheless, the substance and intensity 
of the debate are positive indicators of our rational approach to 
our system of governance. 

Clearly, the present elections law is deeply flawed, but equally 
clearly its flaws have not mattered very much in recent decades 
because Parliament was not exactly a fountainhead of participa- 
tory democracy or a beacon of checks-and-balances governance. 
As a part-time institution whose powers to initiate legislation or to 
formulate policy are rather narrowly defined. Parliament had 
always been a guarantor of the status quo and almost an adjunct 
of the executive branch of government. 

Since 1989. however, things have started to change, and the 
institution and its individual members are both slowly assuming 
greater powers. This was most visible last year in the Parliament's 
attempts to investigate former ministers, including prime minis- 
ters. who were charged with corruption. Such an "assumption of 
power by Parliament represents an important qualitative leap 
forward for an institution that had always been seen as a partner 
of the legislative branch, rather than a checker and balancer of 
possible executive excesses or judicial temperance. 

It is only a matter of time until Parliament gains more 
credibility, expertise and self-confidence, and asserts its decision- 
making rights in such important fields as fiscal and monetary 
policy, foreign affairs and the armed services and security 
systems. This is consistent with the current liberalisation and 
democratisation trends and also with the ongoing process of 
modernisation in the Jordanian society. In a society that is rather 
well educated (over SO per cent literacy and over 90 per cent 
enrollment rates in basic education), urbanised (about 70 per cent 
of Jordanians today live in towns and cities) and increasingly 
engaged in and dependent upon the complexities of a consumer- 
oriented market economy, it is inevitable to anticipate a diffusion 
of political and economic power among a wider array of actors. 
Complex modem societies cannot be governed by simple, 
traditional systems of governance. Change is inevitable, and 
desirable, if it is consistent with our social, religious and moral 
values. 

This trend is already under way, to our collective credit. It is 
very obvious in the economy, education, health services, agricul- 
ture and the media, where formerly strong central government 
controls have gradually eased in favour of more decision-making 
by the private sector. Not surprisingly, the quality of most new 
enterprises launched by the private sector (schools, hospitals) is 
also higher than the quality of public sector services. Another 


important trend is the freeing of human creativity and intellectual 
dynamism from the official constraints that had stifled them for 
many decades. With the added impetus of political liberalisation 
and democratisation, this trend of devolution of power away from 
the central government in Amman, and towards the private sector 
and decentralised power centres throughout the country, will 
enjoy greater momentum in the years to come. 

The central government will continue to maintain total control 
of the military and security systems in the future, to which few 
people would object, given Jordan's overall record of decency, 
prudence and humaneness in this respect. But the four other 
important determinants of political culture and national identity 
— economic power, religious sentiment, intellectual ideas and 
cultural expression — will no longer be preserved as a monopoly 
of the central government. As we continue this transition to a 
more modem, liberal, productive, flexible, creative and relaxed 
national ethos and political culture, within our overall Arab/ 
Islamic identity, the next decade will see a brisk quest for 
power-sharing by a wide array of new mini-coalitions that will 
include an exciting blend of tribalism, Arabism. electoral ised 
Islam, intellectual ferment, ideological innovation, business 
interests and the vital prodding of youth. 
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Parliament will be a forum in which this process takes place, but 
other forums will also take on more importance, including the 
universities (especially the new private universities), the media, 
special interest groups and non-governmental organisations (look 
at how these are already driving the environmental, women’s and 
human rights sectors in Jordan), the political parties and the legal 
system. This means that as the Parliament and its members 


assume greater power and authority, the business of choosing 
MPs will become more serious, because it will have more serious 


consequences for the exercise of power and authority. Therefore, 
the current debate about reforming the elections law is really 
about how political power will be apportioned, gained and 
wielded in Jordan in the decades to come. 


The distortions in the existing elections law can be easily 
rectified through a new system that gives equal weight to the votes 
of individuals throughout the country. Many reasonable proposals 
have been put forward, and others will yet emerge from the 
current national debate. I have full confidence in the intelligence 
and fairness of those political activists and government officials 
who are most deeply involved in this debate, especially given His 
Majesty King Hussein’s personal commitment that any changes to 
the law would come about through & process of broad national 
consultation. 

This issue is culturally- interesting and politically important 
because it is probably the first case of public ideological battle on 
a subject whose outcome will result in a real and permanent shift 
in the centre of gravity of political authority and power in the 
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This should result in two things. It will more faitMUfy 
the sentiments of people at the grassroots level on both domestic 
and Internationa] issues , and Ft .will force prhame^nar» to 
respond more efficiently to the interest •”***£* “ 

constituents. The present Parliament and its recent 
have reflected our strong national traditions of socral Md^litira^ 
patriarchy, in which sheikhs, tribal leaders, community* elders and 
business leaders sit in Parliament more on the strength of their 
personal status in the community than on the power of their 
ideology or the efficacy of their ^lauve dehvery 

The fact is, though, that times have changed and Parliament has 
to change as well. An educated, urbanised, free market-oriented 
' dtizenrv suffering the constraints of several decades of national 
indebtedness, political frustration, regional confusion, foreign 
aggression and living beyond its means can no longer find comfort 
in the social niceties and personal courtesies of traditional 
patriarchal politics. Economic realities, demographic pressures, 
natural resource constraints and generational attitudinal changes 
all dictate substantial transformations in people s attitudes and 
expectations — and the political power system and its practition- 
ers have to respond or risk marginalisation and replacement. 

The current elections law speaks of maintaining the status quo, 
while a revised law portends new power-sharing arrangements. 
This is a historic issue that promises to achieve something that has 
not been felt in this region for many centuries, if not millennia: 
the devolution of power away from central authorities and to 
people in their local communities. A more realistic and fair 
electoral law is absolutely vital if Jordan is to continue its 
heartening and often impressive political evolution. Oniy when 
the people at the grassroots level can truly and fairly express their 
opinions and contribute to the formulation of the national policy 
can we freely determine the appropriate political culture that suits 
us and that we deserve. The fact that we approach this issue today 
with a combination of vitality, rationality and urgence should be a 
matter of great pride to all Jordanians, and to the many Arabs 
who follow our deliberations with interest and anticipation. 


© Rami G. Khouri 1993 
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Western inaction on Bosnia 
seen as threat to Muslim allies 
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By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


LONDON — By failing to inter- 
vene on behalf of the hard-press- 
ed Muslims in Bosnia, the West 


risks the stability of friendly gov- 
ernments in the Islamic World, 


western and Muslim analysts say. 


A dangerous gap is opening up, 
thy 

ic pi”’ 

Bosnian Muslims and the inabil- 


they say, between the sympathy 
of isf 


Islamic public opinion for the 


ity or unwillingness of Islamic 
governments, many of them pro- 
western, to take serious action to 
help them. 

Rightly or wrongly, according 


Badawi says. “The fact that (Isla- 
mic)governments are inactive, for 
many young people, is tanta- 
mount to denouncing Islam it- 
self, 

Muslims have also contrasted 
the western hands-off policy over 
Bosnia with U.S. use of cruise 
missiles to demolish Iraqi intelli- 
gence headquarters in Baghdad 
on June 26 in retaliation for an 
alleged plot to kill former Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

“There is a feeling that Amer- 
ican rockets are very smart when 


the past year, and the fun 
damentalist Hamas movement 
has growing influence among the 
Palestinians.' : ■■ 

Asade from Bosnia, a major ‘ 
caustf 7 of frustration has been the 
deadlock in the 21-month-old " 
U.S. -sponsored Arab-Israelj 
peace negotiations, whose 10th '/ 
round ended in Washington last ■* 
Thursday with little progress. r ' 
Arabs already see the Bill Clin- ' 
ton administration as second only 


a 


they pick on Arabs, but totally 
stupid when it comes to Serbs,” 


iun aunuiusirauon as secona oniy 
to that of Ronald Reagan as thelbv 
most pro-Israeli since the crea-™ ; 
tion of the Jewish state in 1948. 


to the analysts, many ordinary 
Muslims believe the West has 


ALGERIA 


Fundamentalists crushed, 


oppression goes on 


By Christopher Bums 
The Associated Press 


ALGIERS. Algeria — In a eii\ 
where veils are more ihc excep- 
tion than the rule, it »as not 
surprising that Muslim fun- 
damentalists were blocked from 
taking power. 

But the price has been 17 
months of repression b\ ,i 
military-installed government 
that has jailed up to 10.000 peo- 
ple and is accused of torturing 
many of them. 

•'They're torturing with elec- 
tricity and water, people are hung 
by their hands, some are cas- 
trated.” said lawyer Aii Aya 
Abdenour. head of the Algerian 
League for the Defence of Hu- 
man Rights, ’’ft’s systematic. To 
make them talk, they use tor- 
ture." 

Authorities also have harassed 
and subdued the press, once 
among the liveliest in the Arab 
World. Journalists have been 
arrested or barred from writing. 

Officials deny any systematic 
use of torture and say only about 
l.fMO of those arrested remain in 
jail. 

More than 100 people have 
been sentenced to death — the 
largest number. 3B. for an airport 
bombing in August 1992 that 
killed nine people. Defendants 
said they confessed under torture 
or duress. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
won a first round of elections in 
December 1991. capitalising on 
anger about three decades of 
mismanagement and corruption. 
A runoff the following month was 
cancelled and a military- fucked 
government took over. 

Since then, more than SOU peo- 
ple ha\e died in violence. The 
Islamic movement, known by its 
French initials FIS. has been ban- 
ned. • 

Civilians: foreign observers 
and even officials agree that infla- 
tion of 25 per cent and unemploy- 
ment of 20 per cent, not the 


militants, are the real causes of 
discontent, and that ihe govern- 
ment has done little to fix the 
economy. 

Although relations between 
Washington and Algiers have 
warmed somewhat, the State' De- 
partment reported in January 
that human rights in Algeria "de- 
teriorated severely” in" 1992. 

ft said the army's decision to 
cancel elections and seize power 
in January IW2 "frustrated an 
electoral privess that, for the first 
time, could have resulted in a 
democratic change of govern- 
ment." 

Abdel Kader Sahruoui. an 
Algerian who lives in Germany 
and is close to exiled leaders of 
the Islamic Salvation Front, said 
the movement no longer wants to 
impose Islamic law. 

A...uug The provisions of Isla- 
mic law. or Sharia, are amputa- 
tion of thieves' hands and the 
stoning to death of adulterers. 

"There's an important dynamic 
m the FIS that’s taking hold" Mr. 
Sahraoui said in a telephone in- 
terview. "We are more pragmatic 
now.” 

Secular women are sceptical. 

"With a state that's not fun- 
damentalist. we can at least fight 
for our rights.” said Nadja 
Bouzegranc. an editor of the 
independent newspaper A1 
Watan. ’’With the Sharia, there 
arc no political parties. There's 
nothing." 

The government "avoided an 
Irnnisation.” sjid Fctouma 
Ouzeggane. who fought in the 
1954-62 war for independence 
from France and now leads a 
group calied Solidarity with 
Women. 

While the Islamic Salvation 
Front got only about 25 per cent 
of the vote in first-round elections 
in 1991. tt nearly won a majority 
in parliament under an electoral 
system the ruling National Li- 
beration Front had expected to 
keep it in power. 

Before a runoff the next 
month, the Independent Associa- 


tion for the Triumph of Women's 
Rights issued a declaration that 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
should be kept out of power. 

"Will the FIS voters, just 25 
per cent of the electorate, be 
allowed to impose the middle 
ages on all of Algeria?" it asked. 

The front issued a 16-page 
manifesto affirming that Islam 
would govern the schools, army 
and all facets of Algerian life. 

"We will reinforce the faith in 
women's morality." it said, which 
was interpreted to mean women 
would be forced to stay home and 
wear modest dress. 

Some women say harassment 
by fundamentalists continues. 
Others report that oppression in 
the form of a 1984 family code 
that relegates women to the same 
status as minors, requiring a male 
relative to co-sign documents for 
marriage, divorce, inheritance 
and housing. 


”We fought in Ihc war and now 
we're supposed to have a guar- 
dian?" Ms. Ouzeggane fumed. 
She has been jailed repeatedly in 
recent years. 

"I'm leaving I’m through with 
Algeria." said Linda Jehidn, who 
is 25 and unemployed. She and 
her divorced mother had 
obtained exit visas and planned to 
move to France. 

The debate has divided fami- 
lies. Ms. Jehida said her three 
brothers support' the fun- 
damentalists. 

She and other women cited 
cases of fundamentalists beating 
women with slicks for holding 
hands with their boyfriends in 
public. After fundamentalists 
won municipal elections in 1990. 
they bc#in barring women in 
swimsuits from small-to^n 
beaches. 

"They even yelled at me for 
wearing tight pants." Ms. Jchidu 
said. 

The current regime went in the 
other direction in May. forbid- 
ding its employees to wear Isla- 
mic dress or beards. 


abandoned the Bosnians "be- 
cause they are Muslims,” as Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Aii Akbar 
Velayati told a conference in 
Switzerland last month. 

"What is being said in the 
coffee-shops of the Islamic World 
is that if the tables were turned 
and the Muslims were attacking 
the Christians, the West would 
have intervened to roll them 
back," says retired British diplo- 
mat Sir Anthony Parsons. 

“I don't believe that, but that's 
what I think the majority of 
Muslims believe,” said Sir Par- 
sons. a former envoy in the Mid- 
dle East and ambassador to the 
United Nations. 

A resolution to exempt the 
Muslim-led Bosnian government 
from a U.N. arms embargo, to 
allow it better to resist Christian 
Serbs who are besieging Muslim 


Mr. Badawi said. 

Muslim and western analysts 
agree that the rise of Islamic 
fundamentalism in the Muslim 
World, while partly explained by 
economic difficulties and lack of 
political freedom, is also linked 
with foreign policy failures on 
issues like Bosnia. 


Muslim militants have put the 
pro-western government of Egypt 
under pressure with a string" of 
attacks on foreign tourists over 


For conspiracy! theorists, there 
is no lack of other, proof — 1 * 
ranging from violence against 
Turkish immigrants in Germany ■" 
to advances by Christian Arme- 
nians against Muslim Azeris in • 
the trans-Caucasus — of an anti- • 
Islamic crusade in the West. 

Moderate Muslims believe talk v 
of a crusade is exaggerated. But • 
they do fear that theWest. having* -- 
seen the collapse of communism 
in the former Soviet Bloc, has 
picked on Islam as the new threat , 
to its security. 


enclaves, failed to win adoption 


by the Security Council last 


da^ despite U.S. backing. 


iption 

Tucs- 


following the abstention of 
European and other members, 
the resolution fell short of the 


required nine votes out of 15. 

ing tnc emoarco 
the bloodshed in Bosnia. Western 


liflin 


European states argued that 
the embargo would worsen 


countries say their refusal to in- 
tervene militarily is due not to 
anti-Muslim feeling but fear of 
becoming bogged down inde- 
finitely in the conflict. 

Many Muslims see it different- 
ly. "People may disagree about 
other things but there is total 
unanimity about Bosnia,” says 
Zaki Badawi, principal of the 
Muslim College in London. 

"A Muslim community is being 


slaughtered, and the 'West is 
ilthr 


holding the ring for the Serbs to 
slaughter them.” 

But action by Islamic govern- 
ments to stop the killing has 
largely been limited to declara- 
tions, like the one — urging the 
lifting of the arms embargo — 
that Muslim countries forced 
through a world human rights con- 
ference in Vienna last month. 

In practical terms, a handful of 
volunteer fighters, small quanti- 
ties of light arms and ammunition 
and a little money are the most 
these countries are likely to have 
sent, western securitv experts 
say. 

Most Muslim governments lack 
the money to do more. Those 
that have money, like Saudi Ara- 
bia, have close relations with the 
West which they are unwilling to 
jeopardise. 

"Thai is 


the danger,” Mr. 
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Fed up with corruption, Asians 
threaten the old order of politics 


By Marcus Eliason 

The Associated Press 

HONG KONG — The collapse 
of the Japanese government and 
the prospect of the first real 
change in Tokyo's leadership in 
38 years are symptomatic of a 
broader Asian uprising against 
corrupt politics. 

In South Korea, a new presi- 
dent is waging a cleanup of awe- 
some proportions. Taiwan has 
just enacted sweeping legislation 
to force officials to declare their 
wealth. Thailand's new govern- 
ment marks a striking contrast to 
the scandal-tainted regimes of the 
past. 

In the Philippines, where cor- 
ruption thrives at almost every 
level, the hunger for change was 
evident last year when former 
oudge Miriam Santiago ran for 
president on an anti-corruption 
ticket. Despite having no money 
or organisation, she finished 
second in a field of seven. 

Analysts are quick to cite the 
pitfalls of making broad conclu- 
sions about Asia's diverse pub- 
lics. They also point to Italy's 
unfolding corruption scandal in 
arguing that Asia is not unique. 

But as democracy spreads 
throughout the region, so does 


the freedom to complain about 
abuses. With the cold war over, 
politicians can no longer get away 
with branding their critics as com- 
munist agitators. 

“The end of the cold war is the 
biggest catalyst promoting change 
in Asia." says Robert Broadfont. 
a Hong Kong consultant who 
recently published a detailed 
study of corruption in Asia. 

The trend is alt the more not- 
able since, according to 
Taiwanese sociologist Lin Chia- 
Cheng. Asians "put more stress 
on group relations and consider it 
natural to dispense favours to 
relatives and friends. All of these 
give rise to corruption." 

Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa s government fell in a 
parliamentary no-confidence vote 
for failing to enact promised re- 
forms to "cut down on influence- 
peddling. 

Since then, a wave of defec- 
tions from his Liberal Democratic 
Parry has raised at least an out- 
side chance of sinking the long- 
entrenched Liberal Democrats in 
the July 18 elections. 

Other compelling dramas are 
unfolding elsewhere. 

Under Kim Young-Sam. South 
Korea's first civilian president in 
three decades, some 3.1100 gov- 


ernment officials, businessmen, 
military officers and politicians 
have been fired, reprimanded or 
jailed on bribery charges. 

Taiwan passed a so-called 
“sunshine law" this month re- 
quiring all government officials 
and legislators from the president 
downward to reveal their person- 
al wealth. 

It passed despite the ruling 
Nationalist Party's objections, 
doing credit to the rapid demo- 
cratisation of a country that was 
ran by a virtual dictatorship until 
six years ago. 

Throughout the region, cosy 
cartels and time-honoured kick- 
back systems are under siege. 
Satellite TV is changing the way 
societies view each other — and 
themselves. 

And the economic success of 
east Asia has created a middle 
class that simply won't stand for 
the old ways. 

“They are the ones who pay 
the taxes and the salaries of these 
people, and they want the system 
to be more efficient." says Pro- 
fessor Pasuk Phongpaichit of 
Thailand's Chulalongkom Uni- 
versity. 

Hong Kong's independent 
commission against corruption 
has proved effective since it was 


set up in the iy70s. and the 
British colony is regarded as re- 
latively clean. 

But many worry the territory 
could become infected with the 
corruption rampant in neighbour- 
ing China after it reverts to 
Chinese sovereignty in 1W7. 

Chinese leaders, having seen 
the European communist regimes 
collapse in large part because 
they were rotten, are anxious to 
avoid a similar fate. A recent 
Communist Party circular warns: 
"If corruption is allowed to de- 
velop unchecked, the party will 
head for self-destruction." 

The anti-corruption mood h.is 
its pitfalls. Many governments, 
having attacked abuses, must 
now find ways to compensate 
their armies of civil servants who 
depend on bribes to augment 
meager salaries. 

Mr. Broad foot was concerned 
about "a politics of envy." in 
which simply being rich is ro be 
marked as corrupt. 

“is it corrupt to own a gold 
Rolex watch or drive a Mer- 
cedes?" he asked. Anti-corrup- 
tion sentiment could turn against 
imports, “and that in turn could 
easily result in greater difficulty 
for foreign companies' access to 
markets." 


French Socialists contemplate 

haul to revival 


long 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

PARIS — Three months after 
the'iT crushing general election 
defeat, France's jaded and 
faction-ridden Socialist Party 
holds a soul-searching conference 
this weekend. 

Party leader Michel Rocand, 
who seized control in the wake of 
the March election debacle, has 
billed the three-day Lyon meet- 
ing as the start of a Socialist 
comeback. 

About 2,600 members and 
sympathisers will reflect on the 
party’s decade in power and put 
forward policies to be turned into 
a new programme at a second 
conference in October. 

Party officials and political 
analysts say the road to revival 
will be long and difficult, taking 
perhaps beyond the year 2000, 
with snccess by no means 
assured. 

; Although the builder of the 
modern Socialist Party, Francois 
Mitterrand, is still head of state, 
the Socialists have lost virtually 
all their national and local power 
bases and seem increasingly likely 
to lose the presidency after 1995. 

Mr. Mitterrand. 76, is reduced 
to serving out his remaining two 
years largely as a figurehead, 
“co-habiting" with Prime Minis-, 
ter Edouard Bahadur’s popular 
conservative government which 
enjoys a four-fifths parliamentary 
majority. 

He is powerless to prevent the 
government privatising the 
banks, insurance companies and 


industries which the Socialists 
nationalised in 1981-82. 

Protests about layoffs, payroll 
tax cuts for employers, handouts 
to private education or public 
spending cuts from the 54 surviv- 
ing Socialist members of parlia- 
ment are met with accusations of 
Socialist mismanagement. 

The conference will be a first 
test of whether 62-year-old 
Rocard, who ousted Mr. Mitter- 
rand protege Laurent Fabius 
amid charges of betrayal in April, 
can unite a movement riven by 
personal rivalries and haunted by 
its own Mures in power. 

Mr. Rocard has put his own 
presidential bid on bold while he 
tries to revamp the party. Aides 
acknowledge the chances of any 
Socialist candidate — be it Mr. 
Rocard or European Commission 
President Jacques Delors — win- 
ning in 1995 appear slim. 

To avoid the personal feuds 
that have dogged the Socialists 
since a disastrous Rennes con- 
gress in 1990, party leaders are 
emphasising instead the search 
for forward-looking policies. 

Ideas include shorter working 
hours, job sharing, efforts to 
promote labour-intensive service 
industries and better training. 

"We have to invent a new 
response by the Socialist left to 
the new crisis of capitalism," said 
Henri Weber, editor of the party 
magazine Vendredi. 

The French Socialists are not 
alone in their dilemma. 

Social Democratic parties are 
in crisis throughout Western 


Europe, disoriented by the col- 
lapse of communism, strains on 
the welfare state, a decline in 
trade unionism, competition for 
young voters from ecology parties 
and an economic trend towards 
deregulation and privatisation. 

In Britain, the Labour Party 
has been out of power since 1979, 
losing its fourth successive gener- 
al election last year. 

The German Social Democra- 
tic Party has been in opposition in 
Bonn since 1982, although it 
wields substantial regional power 
in state governments. 

. Italy’s Socialist Party, . always 
the least ideological, . has been 
shattered by corruption scandals. 
The Spanish Socialist Workers' 
Party, also tainted by scandal, 
lost its majority in elections this 
month but clung to power largely 
because of the popularity of its 
leader. Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. 

In France, the Socialists face a 
combined problem of power fati- 
gue, personality dashes, corrup- 
tion scandals and rivalry from 
ecologists and others in an in- 
creasingly crowded left-wing 
landscape. 

In February, Mr. Rocard called 
for a “big bang” to build a new 
left-wing movement grouping 
Socialists, Ecologists, reform 
communists and progressive cen- 
trists. But so far the French left 
has fallen further apart rather 
than coming together. 

The Socialist movement found- 
ed by Jean Jaures has long lived 
in a cycle of rise, fall, fragments- 


Despite missile hit, 
U.S. shies from 
ousting Saddam 


By Jim Wolf 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Saddam 
Hussein, dead or alive? Despite 
the recent strike at Baghdad the 
Clinton administration appears 
reluctant to try to force his down- 
fall. 

One reason is that getting rid of 
Saddam Hussein, if possible, 
might lead to Iraq's breakup and 
gains by a militant Iran, branded 
the chief state sponsor of terror- 
ism by Washington. 

• - The U.S. and its allies also fear, 
jnat an Iraq split into Kurdish, 
Shiite and Sunni Muslim states 
could destabilise neighbours 
; Saodi Arabia, Kuwait, Turkey 
i and the Gulf emirates. 

! ' As a result, the Clinton admi- 
nistration, like the Bush adminis- 
tration after the 1991 Gulf war, 
carefully calibrated its swipe at 
Saddam, whose iron fist has held 
Iraq together even in the face of 
'strict ceasefire curbs on his 
forces. 

“Getting rid of Saddam Hus- 
sein does not automatically solve 
the problem,” Secretary of De- 
fence Les Aspin said on Sunday 
after the raid. “What we’re look- 
ing at is theibehaviour, and that's 
the main test” for future policy. 

By firing 23 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles from two navy ships hun- 
dreds of miles from Baghdad, 

’ President Bill Clinton chose one 
oV his weakest military options to 
punish Saddam Hussein. 

He described the strike at an 
intelligence complex as a “firm 
and commensurate” reply to a 
foiled Iraqi plot to kill ex-Presi- 
dent George Bush while he vi- 


sited Kuwait last April. 

The missiles damaged a wing of 
the complex at about 2 a.m. on 
Sunday, timed to reduce the risk 
even to the officials who might 
have masterminded a plot against 
Bush there. 

Mr. Clinton told the American 
people on Saturday night that the 
alleged plot amounted to “an 
attack against our country and 
against all Americans.” In view 
of such a provocation, some cri- 
tics faulted him for not punching 
even harder. 

An influential newspaper col- 
umnist. William Safire of The 
New York Times, called It a 
“pitiful wristslap” and said Mr. 
Clinton missed a chance to teach 
Iraqi leaders “an unforgettable 
lesson.” 

But the missiles 1 message also 
was addressed to Iran, Sudan and 
other nations that the United 
States suspects of sponsoring 
what it considers terrorism, offi- 
cials said. 

Fears of Islamic fundamentalist 
violence are high after the Febru- 
ary 26 bombing of New York’s 
World Trade Centre and the 
arrests last week of eight Muslims 
accused of plotting a horrific string 
of assassinations and bombings in 
New York. 

Robert Gates, Mr. Bush’s last 
director of the CIA, said the 
potential breakup of Iraq had 
become a "front-rank issue” 
when both the Kurds in the north 
and Shiites in the south revolted 
in the aftermath of the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

“At that point, the judgment 
was made that it probably was not in 
the interest of long-term stability 


for Iraq to break up,” he said in a 
telephone Interview. 

Mr. Gates said Washington 
had almost no capacity to influ- 
ence “in a direct way” whether 
Saddam Hussein stayed or went, 
“a matter of realism” that he said 
both Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton 
had to accept. 

Gary Sick, a Middle East ex- 
pert on die National Security 
Council staffs of Presidents 
Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter and 
Ronald Reagan, said the entire 
Iraqi regime was tied to Saddam 
Hussein's fate. 

“If that man goes, the system 
would absolutely collapse,” be 
said by telephone. He predicted a 
successor regime would also be 
drawn from the military but be 
less cohesive. 

“My-guess is that ...they would 
not be able to maintain the same 
land of total control that he has,” 
Mr. Sick said. “The system would 
begin to break down.” 

Kenneth Katzman, author of 
‘Warriors of Islam: Iran's Re- 
volutionary Guard," said such a 
collapse would let the Revolu- 
tionary Guard spread their fun- 
damentalist fervour through 
southern Iraq to the Saudi and 
Kuwaiti borders. 

U.S. military officials said they 
entertained few hopes that Sad- 
dam Hussein would be cowed by 
the Tomahawk strike. 

"Saddam does survive, doesn’t 
he?” Rear Admiral Michael 
Cramer, director of Intelligence 
for the Military Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told reporters on Sunday. 
“He certainly is able to regroup 
on occasion." 

r 


tion and refoundation. It was 
reformed in 1921. 1945 and again 
by Mr. Mitterrand in 1971. 

It gradually abandoned the 
Marxist-inspired ideas of nations- 
lisation and worker self- 
management in favour of more 
Orthodox mixed-economy poli- 
cies after coming to power in 
1981. 

It failed to do better than 
conservative governments else- 
where in creating jobs and fight- 
ing unemployment, which 
reached a symbolic three million 
on -the day outgoing Socialist 
Prime .Minister Pierre Beregovoy 
handed over to Mr. Bahadur. 

Mr. Beregovoy’s May Day 
suicide, believed to have been 
induced by depression over being 
blamed for unemployment and 
the budget deficit as well as critic- 
ism of a loan he took from a 
financier, symbolised the Social- 
ists’ foil from grace. 

It will take time, some new 
faces and a convincing program- 
me to overcome their unpopular- 
ity. 

Some party leaders fear the 
conference will get bogged down 
in recriminations over the past. 

“It is absolutely healthy for 
activists to pass judgement on 
what we did in power, as long as 
it does not go on for too long 
...We don't want a party of whin- 
gers,” said former Prime Minister 
Pierre Mauroy, president of the 
Socialist International. 

Mr. Mauroy and many gras- 
sroots activists advocate abo- 
lishing the factions which senior 
politicians, nicknamed “the 
elephants", used to jostle for 
power and distribute patronage. 

Former Interior Minister Paul 
Quiles.-a Fabius aide, has made it 
clear his group opposes abolition 
of the factions now that Rocard, 
himself a faction-leader, is in 
office. 


Darjeeling in bags? 
inevitable horror? 


By Thomas Wagner 

The Associated Press 

DARJEELING. India — Put 
Darjeeling tea in tea bags? That 
would be like selling champagne 
in plastic bottles, say tea growers. 

Nevertheless, the unthinkable 
may be about to happen, what 
with worldwide recession, the 
collapse of the Soviet market, 
devastating hailstorms and ethnic 
violence. If that weren't bad 
enough, venerable tea bushes 
appear to be dying. 

Some planters in the towering 
foothills of the Himalayas have 
come to feel that, however dis- 
tasteful the idea, they have no 
choice but to sell at least some of 
their treasure in bags. 

“If Darjeeling can survive, we 
must do something new to market 
our teas,” said Teddy Young, the 
last British plantation manager. 

Despite the challenges faced by 
the Indian tea industry, few peo- 
ple believe it is about to do a nose 
dive. 

The British began growing tea 
in India in 1833. when the East 
India Company was having trou- 
ble with its tea monopoly in 
China. The company was traffick- 
ing opium in China, too. which so 
angered the Chinese that war 
soon broke out. 

By 1860. at least 50 private 
companies had established tea 
colonies in an area of northeast 
India that became Assam state. 
At the turn of the centuiy, India 
surpassed China in tea exports to 
become the leader in the interna- 
tional tea trade. 

In recent years, annual exports 
of Indian tea have hovered near 
227 million kilogrammes. 

While Assam grows the most 
tea, Darjeeling, a mountainous 
area in the neighbouring state of 


West Bengal, produces some of 
the world's most popular and 
expensive. 

In 1992. one plantation set a 
record by selling a kilogramme of 
Darjeeling, for 13,001 rupees 
($520), the annual income of 
many middle-class families in In- 
dia. 

The town, atop a 1.6 
kilometre-high mountain, was de- 
veloped by colonialists as a sum- 
mer escape from the stifling heat 
of Calcutta, the colonial capital 
and business centre. 

On clear days the snow- 
covered peaks of Kancbenjunga, 
the world's third-highest moun- 
tain, are visible from the Darjeel- 
ing, which means “place of the 
thunderbolt." 

Rows of 1-metre-tall Darjeel- 
ing tea bushes with small green 
leaves line the 76 plantations on 
the slopes. Although some still 
have palatial homes built in colo- 
nial times, all of the estates now 
rent their land from the govern- 
ment. 

Problems for the Indian tea 
industry began when the Soviet 
Union, its biggest customer, col- 
lapsed in December 1991. 

During the 1991-1992 tea sea- 
son, the Soviet Union bought 181 
million kilogrammes of Indian 
tea. In the next season, which 
ended in April, purchases by the 
newly independent republics fell 
to 72.6 million kilogrammes, 
according to the Tea Board of 
India. 

Then, in April and May, two 
hail storms heavily damaged 25 
plantations in Darjeeling. Hail- 
stones the size of billiard balls 
pounded the estates during “first 
flush" the season when the best 
tea is harvested. 

“It is definitely going to affect 
the quality of our Daneeling tea 
in 1993," said Mr. Yofing, the 


British estate manager, who is 
vice president of the Darjeeling 
Planters Association. 

To make matters worse, the 
estates rely on plants that have 
yielded tea for more than 100 
years. When they die, the planta- 
tions will have to uproot bushes 
on the steep slopes and plant new 
ones that take eight years to 
mature. 

More disruptions may be cre- 
ated by a growing autonomy 
movement by ethnic Nepalese. In 
Assam state, armed militants 
have kidnapped plantation mana- 
gers for huge ransoms. 

Because of faltering markets, 
many plantations have begun 
changing the way they export 
their tea. Estates that once ship- 
ped all of it to auction in Calcutta 
in 40 kilogramme chests now 
export to individual customers in 
pouches as small as 9$ grammes. 

"The Darjeeling producers are 
changing over to direct market- 
ing," said Ranan Dutta, secretary 
of the Darjeeling Planters Asso- 
ciation. “In other words, to make 
more money we're cutting out the 
middleman." 

And so to the possibility of 
selling lower grades of Darjeeling 
in tea bags. 

Tea bags are anathema to those 
who fastidiously boil the water, 
pour it over loose tea in a prehe- 
ated pot. cover the pot with a 
quilted cozy and pour the brew 
through silver strainers. But they 
might increase sales In the United 
States, where many people dunk 
bags containing blends of up to 40 
teas. 

Mr. Young said companies 
probably would blend low-grade 
leaves lor tea bags, while main- 
taining the top line for tradi- 
tionalists. 

“With the changing conditions, 
we have no choice,” he said. 



The poor 
sink deeper 
into poverty 

By Ann Mariano 


AMERICANS LIVING in 
poverty are poorer then they 
were 20 years ago and their num- 
bers have increased, housing re- 
searchers said at a conference in 
Washington two weeks ago. In 
many cases, they said, they don't 
know why this has happened. 

“The greatest deterioration 
occurred in large cities in the 
Midwest, especially in Detroit." 
where 40 per cent of the city’s 
census tracts have been desig- 
nated as “extreme poverty 
areas,” said John D. Kasarda, 
director of the University of 
North Carolina's Kenan Institute 
of Private Enterprise. 

Four of the five-* U.S. cities 
with the highest incidence of 
poverty in the country are located 
in the Midwest. In 'addition to 
Detroit, they are Chicago, Geve- 
land and Milwaukee. Mr. Kasar- 
da told a conference on distressed-* 
urban neighbourhoods sponsored - 
by the Federal National Mort- ~ 
gage Association (Fannie Mae). * 

The good news, Mr. Kasarda * 
said, is that Northeastern cities, ' 
where poverty was most preva-.; 
lent during the 1970s, made a ■ 
“significant turn around” during ’ 
the 1980s. 

The concentration of poor 
blacks in cities is rising, Mr. * 
Kasarda said, while such concen- 
t rations are decreasing among ' 
Hispanics and whites. Black ' 
“family fragmentation,” which 
one researcher has called “the 
single greatest impediment to : 
d social prog- • 
during, 

the last decade, he said, while 
during the same period, it de- - 
creased among whites and Hispa- 
nics. 

George C. Galster, of 
Washington Urban Institute, said 
he believes the nation has “made 
remarkably little difference in ra- 
cial inequality in the last 25 ' 
years." 

He also found that poor people . 
eligible for welfare will drop out 
of the work force if the benefits 
increase, but only in white neigh- 
bourhoods. In black communi- 
ties, workers did not quit their 
jobs when welfare benefits rose, 
he said. 

“We need to rethink old 
stereotypes," Mr. Galster said. 
“Certain researchers focus on 
ghetto poverty and the idea there 
is something peculiar in poor 
black neighbourhoods." 


black economic and social 
ress,” rose substantially cmnng 


he said, "is race 


Poverty, 
blind." 

In a report on families with 
children, Ann B. Schnare. vice 
president for housing economics 
at the Federal Home Loan Mort- 
gage Corp. (Freddie Mac), said 
some programmes “are failing in 
a very fundamental sense.” Ms. 
Schnare and Sandra J. Newman 

in 


of Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore reported that families ; 
with "the highest incomes, lowest 


welfare-dependency rates, high- 
est educational achievement, 
fewest children and smallest con- 
centration of female heads" are 
most likely to end up in the better 
housing located in better neigh- 
bo urhoods. The poorest families, 
on the other hand, “often. are 
channeled into the worst neigh- 
bourhoods," where they five in 
public housing or, in some cases, 
in subsidised private housing — 
The Washington Post. 


U.S. credibility with Arabs 
sharply deteriorated 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States may pride itself on being 
even-handed in displeasing both 
Israelis and Palestinians with its 
new peace proposal, but the draft 
has sharply eroded Washington’s 
credibility with many Arabs. 

Arab peace negotiators, who 
for most of the past 20 months of 
Middle East peace talks have 
urged an increased U.S. role in 
the negotiations, say they view 
the plan as another sign that 
Washington has become a better 
advocate of Israel’s position than 
the Jewish state itself could ever 
be. 

“Unfortunately, the examples 
of how that role was implemented 
...(this week) and as we have 
seen at the end of the last round, 
were not very encouraging,” said 
chief Syrian negotiator Mowaffak 
Allaf at a joint news conference 
with other Arab delegation heads 
on Thursday. 

"And we hope that this matter 
will be looked into very deeply in 
order to correct the path of this 
process,” he said. 

Chief Palestinian delegate 
Haidar Abdnl Shafi said Amer- 
ica’s standing in the eyes of Arab 
participants “has eroded more as 
we observed in the paper that was 
submitted to us.” 

Palestinians say the draft gives 
Israel the right to claim the lands 


it occupied in the 1967 Middle 
East war and delays raising the 
issue of East Jerusalem for at 
least three years. 

They say the proposal also 
props up an Israeli idea for an 
early transfer of authority in the 
occupied territories to Palesti- 
nians before the two sides agree 
on the principles that would guide 
future Palestinian self-rule. 

Washington insists its ideas, 
presented after more than 32 
hours of consultations with 
Palestinians and Israelis, was 
even-handed and workable. 

"The essence of being an in- 
termediary or an honest broker is 
to present ideas whidi neither 
party may regard as wholly satis- 
factory but we hope they’ll be 
stimulating and provocative and 
may help provide a middle 
ground,” U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said on 
Thursday. 

Palestinians suspect that 
Israel's objections to the draft 
were aimed at selling it rather 
than genuine displeasure with it. 
Arab sources close to the negotia- 
tions said Israel raised 15 points 
of objections, but that none touch 
on issues of essence. 

Israeli sources respond that 
they disagree with the U.S. posi- 
tion on two key points — Jeru- 
salem and future Palestinian 
jurisdiction during the interim 
period of self-rule. 

While the U.S. proposal has 


made Arabs more suspicious of 
Washington, the mistrust started 
shortly after the new Democrat 
administration took office last 
January. 

Although Arabs are reluctant 
to speak publicly about U.S. poli- 
cy-makers, privately they claim 
the State Department and the 
White House are influenced by 
Washington’s pro-Israel lobby. 

The United States shielded 
Israel from possible U.N. sanc- 
tions for refusing to return more 
than 400 Arabs it deported to 
Lebanon last December, promp- 
ting Palestinians to delay the talks 
for more than four months. 

Palestinians say they under- 1 
stand Washington obtained 
Israel's advance approval for a 
proposed joint statement they 
suggested be issued by Israeli and 
Palestinian peace delegates at the 
end of the ninth round of talks in 
May. 

“We would have never gotten 
anything like this from the pre- 
vious administration,” a Palesti- 
nian source dose to the talks said, 
referring to former President 
George Bush’s Republican admi- 
nistration. 

Said a Palestinian official: “We 
don’t need new enemies, we 
already have enough. It may be 
better for us to negotiate with the 
Israelis without any outride in- 
tervention than have Washington 
as a ‘full partner’.” 


Looking for some summer fun while 
making money? 

We’re looking for you !- • 
Females between ages 20-35 to 
appear in various T.V.. commercials. 
Please call 694852 
between 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 



ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF 
THE NEW COLLECTION FROM 
LONDON 

BEAUTIFUL OUTFITS 
FOR THAT SPECIAL 
OCCASION ALONG 
WITH DAY TIME WARE 
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Economy 

OECD cautions on aid to Russia 

s progress 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 6, 1993 




■PARIS _ (AFP) — Large-scale 
fiua.idai aid to Russia risks being 
“wasted." •'•isiing effective Rus- ■ 
■sian macro -economic stabilisation 
.and clear answers to basic politic- 
al issues, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) has said. 

But, stressing the high stakes 
for OECD countries, it "said ‘fai- 
lure to provide assistance could 
.undermine the hope that present 
impasses (in Russia! will be re- 
solved in satisfactory ways." 

The OECD's economic Our- 
'iook said economic decline was 
continuing in Russia and the 
.other Newly Independent States 
(NTS) of the former USSR, in 

■ "hyper-inflationary conditions." 

In this situation, it might be 
“virtually impossible" to restore 

■ macro-economic stability, it said. 

Against this background, the 
. OECD said, "strict financial con- 

■ ditionality" for Western aid, “of 
the sort typically required under 

.International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) programmes, may nor be 


possible in present circumst- 
ances.” 

Conditions were still needed, it 
said. But they should link dis- 
bursements to the achievement of 
agreed objectives that could “re- 
late to qualitative structural re- 
form measures rather than quan- 
titative macro-economic targets." 

The OECD said the IMFs new 
Syste mic Transformation Facility 
(5TF), to be activated shortly for 
Russia, would allow a "more 
flexible’* approach on con- 
ditionality. 

But it remained to be seen 
whether it would be oriented 
towards macro-economic targets, 
or to progress in str-ictural re- 
form. it said. 

In addition, the OECD said, if 
Western aid focussed heavily on 
Russia in an initial phase, donors 
should call for a commitment by 
Russia to provide adequate pay- 
ments assistance to other NIS 
republics to ease the shift to 
world prices for Russian energy. 

“Their adjustment problems 


threaten to be even more difficult 
than those of the Russian Federa- 
tion." the report said. 

Making the case for effectively- 
used aid. the report said “much 
(is) happening beneath the sur- 
face... that deserves support." 

"Radical" reforms were under 
way in agriculture, with private 
farming expanding rapidly: In 
financial services, where com- 
mercial banking has becoming an 
active force: and in privatisation 
of small units and large enter- 
prises. 

Painting a gloomy picture of 
the recent economic record of 
Russia and the NIS. the report 
said their combined output fell 
last year by 18 per cent after a 17 
per cent drop in 1991. Inflation 
soared from 90 per cent to 2,000 
per cent. 

The OECD avoided any pro- 
jections of growth and other de- 
velopments” in these countries, 
but noted that their overall cur- 
rent account deficit could widen 


from S6.9 billion last year to 51? 
billion in 1994. 

It said efforts to restore stabil- 
ity and achieve growth were 
broadly impaired by large-scale 
economic disorganisation includ- 
ing the failure to replace the 
collapsed communist economic 
system by working markets. 

The absence of functioning 
labour markets and job creation 
through new private enterprise 
created a common dilemma for 
all the NIS republics. They all 
reject mass unemployment, and 
their state enterprises continue to 
employ and pay their workers, 
whether they can generate re- 
venue or not. 

With this process requiring 
direct subsidies or bank credits, 
money supply has exploded, the 
OECD said, adding that chaotic 
monetary arrangements among 
the NIS and a sharp decline in 
inter-republican trade were also 
working agains efforts to halt 
economic decline. 



BOMBAY (AFP) — A crisis of 
confidence in the capital market 
has forced many Indian com- 
panies to put off their plans to 
raise public funds, scared off by 
poor investor response to recent 
public issues. 

Sources in the- stock broking 
community here said more than 
?&) companies had planned to tap 
the market between May and 
August but decided to wait until 
at least October. 

Merchant banker Ajit Ambant 
said there was no money in the 
market for companies to raise 
now. 

“During 1992-9?. a number of 
companies offered shares (c the 
public with fancy premium*?," he 
said. "A lot of money was sucked 
up in this manner. After some 
time investors began to see 
through the game and refused to 
touch any new company shares." 

More than 300 companies had 
obtained permission from the 
Securities and E^hange Board of 
India (SEBI) to raise tens of 
billions of rupees from investors 


in Juni;. 

The laraest was a 1 f -billion- 
rupee fS5W million! "gM* issue 
by the industrial Credit and In- 
vestment Corp., u giant financial 
institution. 

Many others had been planning 
to secure the board's permission 
as well. “Even these companies 
have now postponed the idea as 
companies that had taken SEBI 
permission arc not going ahead," 
said stock broker M'ahendra 
Shah. 

The Indian capital market has 
been gripped by a sense of crisis 
ever since a massive, SI. 3 billion 
hank and stock market scam 
came to light in April 19*52. en- 
ding a share price boom. 

A group of bankers and brok- 
ers siphoned off money in fradu- 
lent securities transactions and 
invested in stocks, partly fuelling 
die unprecedented boom which 
took the Bombay stock index to 
dizzying heights. 

The surfacing of the scam 
wiped billions of dollars off share 
values. 


Political turmoil following the 
Dec. 6 destruction of the Badri 
mosque in Ayodhya by Hindu 
zealots and ensuing Hindu- 
Musiim riots further depressed 
the capital market. 

Investors were also dis- 
appointed when the government 
failed to announce widely antici- 
pated corporate tax cuts in its 
1993-94 budget package. 

An analysis by DSP Financial 
Consultants said the primary 
market had managed to mobilise 
onlv 35.9 billion rupees (SI. 19) 
billion) in the last quarter of the 
1992-93 fiscal year, which ended 
in March, about half its target. 

“More and more issues — both 
large and small — could not 
attract even the minimum sub- 
scription.” the study said. "This 
phenomenon is evident not only 
in the new issues but also in rights 
issues.” 

“On a rough estimate, almost 
90 per cent of the issues bad to 
extend their closing dates," it 
added. 


Poor investor response 
many underwriters to back om5L_ 
commitments to public issues yea 
to hit the market. “Nobody wants 
to take a risk now given the mood 
of the market," said a leading 
underwriter. 

Big corporations which repe- 
atedly float, mega public -issues 
also hurt market liquidity because 
they leave little for small and 
medium companies, underwriters 

say. 

. As new issues stay on hold, the 
battered secondary market con- 
tinues to struggle on. 

The Bombay stock index of 30 
blue-chip shares is hovering 
around 2,200 points — less than 
half the dizzying 4,500 it had hit 
at the peak of the boom, already 
a distant memory. , 

Stock brokers said companies* 
would be wise not to float shares 
until the index stabilises at 
around 2,500. “That seems a long 
way off," said broker Bipin 
Kapadia. “Till then we can only 
mark time." 
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PARIS (R) — Sixty per cent of 
French voters think there are 
other ways of fighting unemploy- 
.ment and rerivlng the economy 
•h:*r. Prime Minister Edouard 
Baiiadurs moretcrv policies, 
according ;c an opinion poll. 

The Louis Harris poll said only 
30 per cent believed recession 
and France's budget deficit left 
Mr. Baliadur no alternative to his 
policy of cutting stats deficit and 
maintaining a strong franc. 

The survey said 61 per cent of 
French people were prepared to 
.take a cut in their purchasing 
power in order to help fight un- 
employment against 37 per cent 
who opposed it. 

. More people favoured a pay- 
cut rather than a tax increase, 
according to the poll. 

The poll came as the three- 
month-old conservative govern- 
ment's orthodox policies faced 
challenges from its own suppor- 
ters. 

National Assembly speaker 
Philippe Ssguin, a member of 
Mr. Bahadur's own GauIIist RPR 
Party , has called for protectionist 
policies in Europe. 

He said deficit-cutting and 
monetary stability should take 
second place behind the fight 
against unemployment which is 
running at 10.9 per cent. 

Centrist former prime minister 
. Raymond Barre proposed a mid- 
dle road and urged Mr. Bahadur 
to relax budget austerity and fur- 
ther cut the err. ploy ers’s payroll 
charges to get the economy grow- 
ing again. 


U.S. government 
sharply reduces 
growth expectations 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
U.S. government sharply scaled 
back its forecast for economic 
growth this year in the wake of 
signs that the economy is not as 
robust as predicted. 

The gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 1993 will probably be 
“slightly short" of 2.5 per cent, 
said Laura D' Andrea Tyson, 
chairwoman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers. At the start 
of the yeqr. President Bill Clin- 
ton's administration forecast a 3. 1 
growth rate, later scaled down to 
2.S per cent. 

Ms. Tyson said the new fore- 
cast would also show a higher 
estimated unemployment rate for 
this year than the current esti- 
mate of 6.9 per cent. 

She said the government was 
drawing up a mid-year forecast to 
be released by the end of July and 
that a final forecast figure had not 
been fixed. 


In 1992, the GDP was 2.1 per 
cent for the entire year, but 
soared in the last quarter to 4.7 
per cent. 

The recovery, however, ran 
out of steam during the first 
quarter of 1993 with the GDP 
rising only 0.7 per cent. The 
government was forced to revise 
the figure downward twice before 
publishing that final one. 

This year's federal budget is 
based on a predicted 2.3 per cent 
growth rate. Sut Ms. Tyson 
noted that a drop in revenue 
due - to less growth will be com- 
pensated by lower interest rates 
aimed at reducing the public 
debt. 

The government reported Fri- 
day that the unemployment rate 
rose to 7.0 per cent in June from 
6.9 per cent in May and that only 
13,000 jobs had been created 
though experts had expected ai 
increase of 125.000. 


NAFTA uncertainty seen 
delaying Mexican recovery 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Uncer- 
tainty over the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAF- 
TA) and persistently high interest 
rates have led economists to scale 
back their expectations for a re- 
bound in the Mexican economy 
during the second half of the 
year. 

Few analysts now expect the 
economy to emerge from its slug- 
gish state before the fourth quar- 
ter. 

“The recovery will come later 
than we thought." said Jorge 


Medina at the brokerage house, 
Bursamex. But he predicts a 
burst of activity in the last quar- 
ter, which should contribute to a 
rise of 2.5 per cent in the coun- 
try's 1993 gross domestic product. 

In an unusual twist, the Mex- 
ican government may be more 
pessimistic than analysts. 

Manuel Fernandez Perez, the 
trade ministry's director of in- 
dustrial development, told repro- 
ters that he did not expect the 
economy to pick up until next 
vear. 


Cof 



LONDON (R.l — Coffee prices 
rose Monday after Latin Amer- 
ican producers decided to with- 
hold some supplies from the 
world market in protest against 
four years of depressed prices for 
the commodity. 

But the real effects of the plan 
to retain 20 per cent of exports 
from Oct. 1 were only likely to be 
seen in the long term, and for this 
reason commodity analysts be- 
lieve the plan could succeed 
where other producer attempts 
have failed. 

“Generally it sounds construc- 
tive as the producers are not 
trying to push the market right 
up." said Peter Kettle, analyst at 


London trade house E.D. and F. 
Man Coffee. 

“There, have been various 
schemes in the past but in most 
cases they were started when 
prices were much higher than 
current levels and were falling 
shaiply. I think now we’ve seen a 
bottom on the market,” he 
added. 

By midsession in London. 
September Robusta coffee fu- 
tures were quoted at $941 a tonne 
compared with Friday’s close cf 
$923 after touching a five-week 
high of $944 in mid-morning. 

Even those traders who have, 
admitted to scepticism in the past 


were cautiously optimistic about 
the decision reached at a Latin 
American meeting held from Fri- 
day to Sunday in San Salvador. 

“There could easily be a few 
pitfalls between now and Oct. 1, 
but on the other hand, they ha- 
ven’t got this far before," one 
trader said. 

Others openly welcomed the 
move and were convinced this 
.was not a publicity stunt but the 
start of r. recovery in a market, 
weighed down by huge consumer 
stocks since the last economic 
accord collapsed in July 1989, 
resulting in a flood of coffee. 
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MANILA (AFP) — Philippic- Airlines (PAL) announced Sunday 
that it was reducing or reassigning staff at its overseas offices as part 
of major cost-cutting measures which also include plans to reduce 
flights to Europe. 

Measures already being undertaken are the restructuring and 
realignment of finance office functions, streamlining of sales personal 
in PAL overseas stations and an outright manpower reduction at 
several regional offices, a PAL -statement said. 

Tl ; airline said it has started recalling or reassigning three of its 
re nal vice presidents from PAL's five regional offices, with the 
or. ; in charge of the Middle East. Northeast Asia 2 nd Southeast 
Asia-Australia to be transferred to Manila by the end of July. 

PAL has laid off 19 finance personnel in the United States, and 
several station finance officers elsewhere have been transferred to 
Manila, it added. 

The airline said it had to pursue "rigid cost reduction efforts to stay 
in competition with other airlines who made moves towards 
increasing market share in the booming Asian region."* 

PAL announced Saturday that its European operations suffered a 
520.2 million loss in the fiscal year ending March 1903. and that as a 
result, i! was considering reducing operation to ju:it one or two cities 
to cut station costs. 

The airline currently flies three times a week to Frankfurt. 
London, Paris and Rome. 
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FRANKFl/RT <AEP) — The 
Adan Open A.G. car manufac- 
turer will have difficulty making a 
profit this year, company presi- 
dent David Herman’ said "after 
reporting .that net profits fell by 
81.2 per cent last year. In 1992 
net profits tell by 81.2 per cent 
from the figure "in 1991 to 202 
million marks ($120 million}, the J 
company said. Mr. Herman said 
that it would be "very difficult to 
make a profit in 1993." Finance 
Director Gail Gunderson said 
that the company had remained 
“profitable during the first five 
months of the year" but that it 
would be “difficult to maintain 
this situation in 1993." The com- 
pany. which is wholly owned by 
the U.S. General Motors group, 
had said earlier that sales last 
year rose by seven per cent to 
about 29 billion marks. Present- 
ing the annual results, the com- 
pany said that operating profit 
last year had fallen by 17.4 per 
cent to 1.3 billion marks in 1992. 


BETTER HALF,. 


By Giasbergen 



“I’m very upset about what you said, 
so J came in here to cool off!” 


A5 A WORLD FAMOUS ATTORNEY. 
WOULD YOU EUK d= iMTEEf TS? 
IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF 
TKE SUPREME COURT? 



Andy Capp 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
ig bv Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these lgu r Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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form Ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A C X X 


(Answers tomorrow) 

- | JumWes. TRYST TIGER NEARBY TINGLE 
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Shoe industry makes 
great strides in N. Korea 

TOKYO (R) — Whatever else North Koreans may lack in these 
economically straitened times. The Stalinist leadership seems bent on 
giving them enough shoes. 

In the latest of a series of upbeat reports from the footwear front. 
The official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported huge 
shoe industry successes. 

KCNA quoted Jo Chol-Gyu, chief engineer of the General Bnreaif 
of Shoe Industry, as saying North Korea produced 4,566,200 more 
pairs of shoes in the first half of 1993 than in the corresponding 
period of 1992. 

Mr. Jo said this was due to -a production drive launched at the 
beginning of the year to mark the 40th anniversary of “victory in the 
fatherland liberation war." 

North Korea’s economy has been devastated by the collapse of its 
barter trade with the defunct Soviet Union and communist govern- 
ments in eastern Europe, and the consequent necessity to pay for 
vital imports with scarce foreign exchange. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 6, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: to yourselfan important desire but 

Don't endeavor 10 straighten out then later by. confidential «tudies 

family affairs under current aspects the pathway -to gam aynsis made 

— Moon square Pluto as close ties . ,$***■ 10 y° u - . . 

? H seem .irritable at present and it ' ubra (September 23 to October 


is very hard to know exactly what 
they have in mind. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) An 
obligation in the morning keeps 
you from expressing a talent that 
you are able to put in motion when 
the aspects break later in the day to 
your benefit. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find the morning has a restric- 
tion that requires a solution before 
you go on to the opportunity lo get 
into whatever will improve condi- 
tions at home. 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 21) 
Consider well whatever agree- 
ments you have made and carry 
them out in the morning while later 
you can discuss a project dear to 
your heart with a charmer. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have in 
mind of a personal nature in the 
morning requires doublechecking 
while in the evening you can hand- 
le money matters very well. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) In the 
morning you feel you cannot get 
ahead as you would like but 
tonight conditions and mood lifts 
and you can go uficr what you most 
desire with confidence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 lo September 
**1 * ou un’i see just how to bring 


22) Worldly interests seem to have 
too many hurdles for you to' sides- 
tep but later consider your person- 
al goals and you find them easy to 
obtain. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Don't try to make-changes 
in ihe morning and later confine 
yourself to those vocational hhk} 
terests that will put you ahead rnn 
career matters. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Show you are the 
one who can keep your given word 
in the morning then later you can 
be off to new activities that appeal 
to you very much. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) An emotional person 
can throw you off balance in the 
morning if you permit but later you 
can get into plans you have nude 
to continue a worthwhile project 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A cog in the wheel of your j 
usual job can Throw you for awbilr 
in morning but later you can g. 
into outside world and get much o f 
value accomplished. 

WSCE& (February 20 to Match 
*.0) Look for whatever plea 

you anticipate and cut off unn 

sary expense attached there to and 
get into the workload awaiting you 
in the evening. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 

1 Indian 
S Shoen 

10 Rar blase 

« Accnr.-.itjie 

15 Bo: 

1? — E jnbecV 

17 Gentlemen 

18 Lend — ilisMnl 

1 9 Couple 

20 Denomination 

21 Comely 

23 Sun o‘ a ioasi 
£5 Casualties 

25 FilcfiQi 

26 Give as one - 
C onion 

30 NcO^mon 

31 Economist Alan 

35 GI address 

36 aiatlp 

37 Before 

38 Florida ary 
<*.1 Or/ nc.ir ' 
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WtffAKT'5 NAME 


ARAB BARK 

J0R3AH RATIONAL HART 
CLIBO IHUn afcli* 

BARK Or JOaOAW 

KIDDLE EAST IHVE3THEWT BARK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE HOUSING BARR 

JORDAN KUWAIT BARK 

ARAB JORDAN IHVESTMEHT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING 6 XNVBS»ev? 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTHETC l TLWJKX BMU 

REIT ELKAL S AVI MCI. INVESTMENT FOR BOOS CMC 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANK IMG CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BARK. 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

ARABIAN SEAS IVSURARCX 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

PHILADELPHIA INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

THE NATIONAL ABLIA INSURANCE; 

iOTOMTN* ELECTRIC POWER 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM b SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GULP REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

KACHINANY EQUIP. RENTING b MAINTENANCE 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

JORDAN PRESS £ PUBLISHING /AD-DBSTOOH 

UNITO> MIDDLE EAST b COMHUDOHE HO T EL S 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT b EDUCATION 

ATTAN0BEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

TH* JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF IN AAV 

JORDAN TANNING 

NOOLEN INDORTRIES 

‘ «"-«n-TD*AL 

ARAB PHARKACECTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

JORDAN PAINTING f PACE r SO 
THE JORDAN PIPES HAND PACTUM NG 
JDSUAN PAPER £ CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
ME POBLIC MIMING 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING b HEAVING 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

OAR Al DAWA DE’/EZOnCKT b IKVUnowr 

ARAB INVESTMENT b INERNATIOKU TRAD* 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING b TRACING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE RETRO-CHEMICAL INOOBTRIIS 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES b MATCH/ JIMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN WOO INDUSTRIES / JWICO 

* mire manufacturing 
JORDAN SULPBO-CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR FHANH. £ CBDOOUJ 
JQggA^ KU WAIT co. rOR AGRI. £ FOOD IMS. 
RAHTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUST R IES 
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Japanese Yen 
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1.6960 
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Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHSj 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

ILS. Dollar 
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3.31 
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Sterling Pound 

5.81 
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5.75 
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Swiss Franc 

4.81 
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French Franc 
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6.15 

Japanese Yen 
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3.12 
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European Currency Unit , 

7.62 

7.37 

6.93 

6.43 i 
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Currency 


U.S. Dollar 

0.6960 

0.6980 

Sterling Pound 

1.0475 

1.0527 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4090 

m 

Swiss Franc 

0.4594 

0.4617 

French Franc 

0.1209 

0.1215 

Japanese Yen 

0.6389 

0.6421 

Dutch Guilder 

0.364 i 

0.3660 

Swedish Krona 

0.0902 

0.0907 

Italian lira' 

0.0453 

■mi 

Belgian Franc 

0.01988 

0.01998 | 
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Other Currencies 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8200 

1.8410 

l-ebanesc lira" 

0.03875 

0.04105 

Saudi Riyal 

0.18500 

0.18585 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2200 

2.2900 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1881 

0.1929 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2300 

Omani Riyal 

1.7700 

1.8230 

UAE Dirham 

0.1881 

0.1929 

Greek Drachma' 

0.2981 

0.3287 

Cypriot Pound 

1.355(7 

1 .3955 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. 11.000 costs 


One sterling 


1.2868/78 

1.6980/90 

1.9080/90 

1.5135/45 

35.91/92 

5.7430/80 

1534/1537 

108.90/109.00 

7.7380/4809 

7.2010/110 

6.5350/450 

$1.5070/80 


Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Sweetish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Oil price fall 
depresses Arab 
domestic investment 


Gulf Arab states seek 
stronger links with Japan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
domestic investment has steadily 
declined over the past 12 years 
due to a sharp fall in oil prices 
and the completion of infrastruc- 
ture projects in the Gulf, an 
official report has said. 

Investments fell from nearly 
$116 billion in 1980 to $92 billion 
in 1985 and $84 billion in 1991. 
the Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) said. 

The six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — as well as the 
other key Arab oil producers, 
Iraq, Libya and Algeria, were 
most affected by the trend. 

Investments in the nine states 
fell from $88 billion in 1988 to 560 
billion in 1991. Those in the 
remaining Arab League members 
declined slightly from $28 billion 
to $24 billion. 

1 “The decline in investments in 
the oil producing nations is attri- 
buted to the completion of the 
bulk of infrastructure projects 
and the decline in oil prices, 
which forced governments to cut 
spending,'* the AMF said. 

Oil revenues of the nine Arab 


oil states plunged lo nearly $90 
billion in 1992 from around $210 
billion in 1980, when oil prices 
were as high as $30 and some 
countries, mainly Saudi Arabia, 
produced more. 

High earnings enabled the GCC 
nations to build massive invest- 
ments abroad which are now esti- 
mated at more than $350 billion. 

The report gave no figures for 
investments in 1992 but econom- 
ists expea spending to be higher 
as most Gulf countries have 
embarked on expensive projects 
to boost their oil and gas output 
capacity to meet growing de- 
mand. 

A breakdown for 1990 showed 
Iraq was the biggest investor in 
the Arab World despite its inva- 
sion of Kuwait and the 1980-1988 
war with neighbouring Iran. Its 
domestic investment stood at $21 
billion, the report said. 

Saudi Arabia came second with 
investment of S20.4 billion, fol- 
lowed by Algeria with $17.6 bil- 
lion. Investment in the UAE 
stood at $6.8 billion, in Libya at 
$6.49 billion. Kuwait at $25 bil- 
lion andin Qatar and Oman at 
about $1.3 billion each. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are seeking to boost 
ties with their main oil client 
Japan in a bid to get technology 
for expanding their industrial sec- 
tor after a row with the West over 
proposed energy taxes. 

Officials and businessmen from' 
Japan and the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) dis- 
cussed economic and investment 
cooperation in Tokyo last month 
and agreed to meet again in the 
Gulf. 

“The meeting in Tokyo last 
month was successful as both 
sides expressed a desire to boost 
cooperation,'” Ibrahim Ai Man- 
sur of the coordination section at 
the GCC secretariat told AFP by 
telephone from his Riyadh head- 
quarters. 

“We agreed that businessmen 
from the two sides bold a confer- 
ence, probably early next year, to 
discuss joint industrial projects 
which we consider as essential for 
our region to obtain technology 
and lessen reliance on oil,” he 
said. 

Bahrain, Kuwait. Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) have 
pressed the United States and the 
European Community (EC) to 


help them obtain technology as 
part of their attempts to diversify 
sources of income, which is still 
heavily dependent on oil and gas. 

They have held several meet- 
ings but no concrete results 
emerged. Some officials have 
charged Western countries are 
deliberately holding up technolo- 
gy so GCC states will remain a 
key market for their products. 

Experts expect such attempts 
to be complicated by a row over 
proposed energy taxes by the 
United States and th.e EC- The 
GCC has appealed to them not to 
go ahead with the taxes on the 
grounds they will depress demand 
for oil and cut their revenues, 
already sharply down because of 
a fall in crude prices. 

At their Tokyo talks on June 
18, GCC states urged the 
Japanese to invest in the Gulf 
while Tokyo asked them to en- 
sure stable crude supplies, of 
which it imported 2.7 million 
barrels per day (b/d) from the 
region in 1992. The figure 
accounts for more than 60 per 
cent of Japan's total oil imports of 
around four million b/d and the 
level is expected to exceed 70 per 
cent by the year 2000. 

“Our talks in Tokyo were part 


of an intensified drive by our 
countries to hold a dialogue with 
major industrial states to increase 
cooperation for the benefit of the 
two sides,” Mr. Mansur said. 

“We discussed economic coop- 
eration and joint ventures with 
the Japanese. We believe we can 
largely benefit from them as they 
have a pioneering experience in 
industrial development,” he 
pointed out. 

Japan is the top single econo- 
mic partner of the GCC, with 
their two-day trade standing at 
around $35 billion in 1992. But its 
investments of $3.5 billion in the 
region remain low compared with 
U.S.. and EC investments, which 
exceed $10 billion each. 

A GCC industry official recent- 
ly said he expected Japan to make 
more investment in the region as 
business continued to pick up and 
regional states embarked on ma- 
jor projects to expand their oil 
and gas output capacity to meet 
growing world demand. 

Japanese officials also expected 
more investment in the region 
after the opening of Tokyo’s first 
Gulf investment office in Saudi 
Arabia this year. 

“The Japanese investments in 
the GCC are low compared with 


U-S. investments. But according 
to our information, the Japanese 
wish to make more investment in 
the region in the coming stage,” 
said Abdul Rahman Al Jaafari. 
secretary general of the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial Con- 
sultancy. 

Japan currently has around 
$3.5 billion in investment in the 
Gulf, concentrated in the energy 
and other industrial sectors which 
require technology, according to 
official Japanese figures. 

Around $1.5 billion are based 
in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
mostly in the Arabian-Japan Oil 
Company in the Neutral Zone 
shared by the two countries. 

Another SI billion are invested 
in Iran, $500 million in the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and the rest 
in other Gulf nations. 

Japan is also a major economic 
partner of the six GCC states with 
two-way Trade of nearly $35 bil- 
lion in 1992, mostly in Gulf oil 
exports. 

Mr. Jaafari did not give figures 
on U.S. assets in the region, 
estimated by economists at more 
than $10 billion. Some 700 U.S. 
companies operate in the GCC 
and trade between them reached 
around $25 billion in 1992. 
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CAIRO (R) — A Saudi busines- 
man has bought Al Sharif Group, 
one of Egypt's last surviving Isla- 
mic investment houses, for 570 
million Egyptian pounds ($170 
million), Cairo newspapers re- 
ported Monday. 

The group's managing director 
Abdul Latif Al Sharif was 
brought from prison to 


prosecutor-general Raga El Ora- 
bi's office to sign, the deal Sunday 
with Saleh Kamel, a Saudi 
businessman who already runs 
the Dallah Al Barakat Group in 
Egypt. 

Up to 100 investment houses 
sprang up in Egypt in the 1980s, 
chawing in billions of dollars of 
smailinvestor savings which they 


promised to invest along Islamic 
lines. But they were unregulated 
and the sector crashed in 1988. 

Sharif, a mainly industrial 
group, had the reputation of 
being the most honest and best 
run group and survived the crash. 
But it ran into difficulties in 1991 
when it stopped paying quarterly 
dividends of 50 million pounds 


($15 million). 

Under the terms of the deal 
which followed three months of 
hard bargaining, Mr. Kamel will 
receive 95 per cent of the assessed 
value of eight factories and Mr. 
Sharif will retain five per cent as an 
equity stake in a new company 
the two will set up together. 

The factories, which include 


one of Egypt's main plastics pro- 
ducers. employ about 15,000 
workers in the satellite industrial 
cities on the edge of Cairo. 

A clause in the contract also 
protects Mr. Kamel, who has run 
a dairy farm in Egypt for nearly a 
decade, against the agonising 
bureaucracy that often surrounds 
large Egyptian business deals. 


He will only have to start 
paying for the purchase once tax 
and investment authorities have 
cleared up any complications aris- 
ing from the deal. Payment will 
be in 11 instalments over a period 
of about three years. 

The money Mr. Kamel pays 
will be used to reimburse deposi- 
tors with the Sharif Group. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


SS35 




CROWN INTL EST. 
Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 
Air, Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sam 30% larger 

* Fret enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



jTJy] 




MARKET PLACE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR HEGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


4 RENT 8- SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 



We try harder. 


R 699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

☆ Istanbul $800 H/B & lours 

☆ Antalya $ 800 H/B 

ir Turkish Riviera $300 H/B 
<r Cyprus $770 B/B 
.* All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels rn 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
intake sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


£ % * % Tr 

. CuaII {taJb 

' 120 

\'L Authentic 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


CuaII ^Bja. 

’ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China. 
Prepared by oar 
Chinese chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Take away semes 
Jabai Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
ToL 693004 




RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Take away is available 

Wsa Santa Road 
near Philadelphia Hsrer / 

[TeL 661922, Amman | 

Once Tasted /'/•' 
Always LCt/td 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

7 st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhvyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 


FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

Al The Furle Grand \mmalt 

\il i-xquiMl*.- HOW liVv’IIUi .11 [uvuf price > 

Fm mill TC'V'hJlixii 
/■"-l 1 1 J Fir*''LinMiM>S 


A Restaurant % } itf 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

■ RESTAUR* « T 

JABAL AMMAN HAST CmCLE 

OPPOSITE TW IBAOi MASS* TIL «S«05 





Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 


Abdoun I Near Orthodoxy Club 
Ckde - Jordan Supermarket 
BuBding . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 



At-Madeenan Ai-Uunawaun Si 
Nen io Kilo traffic kgnts 


One punce of gold $38725/387.75 
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Couples Only, or 
Groups of Lades & Gents 
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Reduced d™* Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 





Open Lunch & Dinner 

jebei Amman - 3rd Circle 
For Reservation Tel 515050 -1 


FLAT, Q : TEL 

RESTAURAN? 


ITALIAN CUISINE 

Cocktail - Pian o ink 

*Ope»ing Seim**# 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons I 1 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659570 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room.-! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAItOTEL 

||j£<|l|IS 


Amman - Tel 668193 
POBox 9403 • Fax 602434 
Tele* 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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vardnadze narrowly escapes death 


t r- 


i- 


iBILISl. Georeia (R) — Geor- 
gs ‘ead- Eduard Shevardnadze 
2t»r owlv escaped death when a 
jsjiell e\{*'-vJed close to his car 
he was travelling through 
$*£ rebei region of Abkhazia. a 
iJpesidenti^:; aide said Monday. 
-' 3 v 1 c. Shevardnadze escaped un- 
formed ! v om the incident, winch 
occurred Sunday night as he was 
being dr: von lo the nor.hem town 
pf Shrams to talk to soldiers 
<t?kmg pan in fighting. 

^ “When they were "passing a 
tank.' on ii c i-.-od. a shell fired 
from the /ibkiidc jufe hit the tank 
and blew it -.ip. The car was only n 
few 'metres uwcy. He (Shevard- 
nadze) narrowly escaped death." 
^the'aide said. 

‘--!'&h’rorna ;s sume 15 kilometres 
howfi of the Abkhazian capital 
Su&numi, which is in the hands of 
. Georgian government forces. 

.rce Georgian media wjs not 
■ tuj 5 ; about the blast to avoid 
.spreading panic, the aide said. 

. . ’ 3 bth Commonwealth and 
.Georgian Television were off the 
airiWondav muniing. Officials 
' fjunied technical problems but 
declined to give further details. 
■^‘Sandreds o: people have been 
K 3 L : ^C' in fighting in '.he Black Sea 
re-jiisj since Georgia sent in 


troops last August after Abkhazia 
pushed for more autonomy. 

The Abkhaz parliament said in 
a statement that heavy fighting 
was still raging across the region 
Monday and reported losses on 
both sides. 

Russia's ITAR-TASS News 
Agency quoted Mr. Shevard- 
nadze's top military adviser as 
saying government forces had 
pushed back an Abkhaz offensive 
in fierce overnight fighting. 

Colonel Vladimir Chikovani 
said the Abkhaz side had used 
eight helicopters, two of which 
had been shot down. 

TASS said Vladimir Popov, a 
Russian journalist working for 
the armed forces daily Krasnaya 
Zvezda. had been severely in- 
jured Sunday during shelling by 
government "forces. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev Sunday warned 
the two sides they must sign a 
peace pact soon or face the 
“harshest" economic pressure 
from Moscow. 

But the Georgian Foreign 
Ministry shrugged off the threat 
Monday, saying the former 
Soviet republic was in any case 
receiving virtually nothing from 
Russia. 


“Even if economic sanctions 
were to be applied, they would 
have no effect since we are under 
an economic blockade from Rus- 
sia anyway,” ministry aide 
Temuraz Gordeladze said. 

Mr. Kozyrev told Common- 
wealth Television Sunday that the 
outlines of a peace deal had been 
sketched out at talks in Moscow 
brokered by the Russians. 

It called for implementation of 
a ceasefire and a recognition of 
Abkhazian autonmoy, backed by 
strong guarantees, within “the 
territorial integrity of Georgia". 

The Abkhazian rebel lead- 
ership has also consistently called 
for the withdrawal of heavy 
Georgian military equipment 
from Sukhumi as well as the bulk' 
of Georgian forces. 

Tbilisi says the rebels are back- 
ed by Russian military units out 
of the control of Moscow's poli- 
tical authorities and bands of 
Muslim mercenaries from the 
Northern Caucasus. 

Interfax News Agency quoted 
Georgian military headquarters 
as saying that their troops had 
wiped out at least 300 of the 500 
Abkhazian fighters that landed at 
Tamvsh. in the eastern Ocham- 


chira region last Friday. 

Abkhazian leaders in their 
stronghold of Gudauta mean- 
while said (hat 350 Georgian 
fighters were killed or injured 
since Friday in the area located t>0 
kilometres from Sukhumi. 

A spokesman for the Georgian 
Defence Ministry. Irakli 
Kerehelidze, told AFP by phone 
from Tbilisi that fighting was 
continuing Monday in the 
Ochamchira region but he said 
that only 50 Georgians were kil- 
led in the fighting. 

ITAR-TASS quoted a military 
adviser to Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze, Vladimir 
Chikovani, as saying that 
“Abkhazian troops have been 
annihilated" in the Tamysh area. 

Mr. Kerehelidze said that the 
rebels who launched the attack on 
Tamysh were wearing the Rus- 
sian paratroopers' uniform, 
reiteratins Georgia's claims that 
Russian troops in Abkhazia were 
backing the rebels. 

Abkhazians claimed that they 
seized control of the strategic 
corridor between Ochamchira 
and Sukhumi but Georgian forces 
maintained that the route was 
under their control, Interfax said. 




Croats lift blockade of U.N. HQ 


“ SARAJEVO (K) — Croat forces 
1 „Sfted a blockade of two U.N. 
i bases, including the Bosnian 
' "headquarters of the United Na- 
I ^ dons Protection Force (UNPRO- 
* FGRl. in the central town of 
-r'.iCiseliak Monday. 

P 'UNPROFOR spokesmen said 
E vl -the Croat Defence rorce (HVQ) 
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puiled back its men after getting 
assurances that negotiations 
would continue fur the release of 
two senior Croat officers trapped 
by Muslim fighters in a Canadian 
U.N. base at nearby Visoko. 

I The KVO surrounded the 
Kisdjax bases retaliation Tor 
thejVjuscim brcc'nade in Yiscko. 

: ne tGseijai; blockade pre- 
’Csr.ied General Jean Cot, the 
new commander-in-chief of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in former 
Yugoslavia travel Sing to the town 
; Sunday so nseer the outgoing 
U.N. commander in Bosnia, 
General Philippe Morilion. 

. U.N. offioals described the 
sieges as silly bat serious. “This is 
just one of those pointless exer- 
dses which I hope won’t last 
long," said a U.N. source in 
Visofco. 

The blockades began during a 
weekend of heavy fighting, in- 
cluding intensi ve Serb sbelimg of 
t3e besieged Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo and relentless battles for 
the Muslim-held towns of Maglaj 
and Zavidoviri in central Bosnia, 

■ ' Serb and Crest forces cut off 
the two towns from the rest of 
Bosnia Friday, severing a Muslim 
5: client dominating land routes * 


north of Sarajevo. The towns are 
now in a Muslim enclave in which 
an estimated 100,000 people are 
trapped. 

The Croats said their 111th 
Brigade lost 40 dead and 100 
wounded in fighting around Mag- 
iaj and civilian casualties were 
also high. They said the brigade 
had taken 3,000 Muslim soldiers 
prisoner up until Saturday. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio reported hand-to-hand 
fighting in Maglaj and said the 
Serb and Croat attackers were 
backed by 25 tanks and 10 Howit- 
zers. 

Part of Maglaj was on fire and 
its authorities called on the U.N. 
Security Council to declare the 
town a “safe area" like several 
besieged Muslim enclaves in east- 
ern Bosnia. 

Croat radio said the Muslim- 
led Bosnian army had brought up 
reinforcements and was counter- 
attacking in several directions in 
the Maglaj area to try to regain 
territory lost last week. 

Croat forces reported bloody 
fighting further south round Fo- 
jrnca, west of Sarajevo. They said 
they had - lost 40 men and the 
Muslim-led army had taken five 
villagCs.Shelling was also re- 
ported in the northern Muslim- 
held town of Gradacac and the 
divided southwestern city of Mos- 
tar, where Muslim radio said 
Croat shells killed eight people 
and wounded 50 and Croat troops 
had forced 279 Muslims from 
their homes. 


Sarajevo was hit by more than 
1 ,500 Serb shells Saturday. Mus- 
lim radio said further shelling on 
Sunday killed five people and 
wounded 30. 

U.N. officials warned that 
power cuts affecting water sup- 
plies could lead to typhoid and 
dysentery among the capital’s 
380,000 inhabitants. 

Fighting along Sarajevo’s air- 
port road prevented Gen. Cot, 
who took over as UNPROFOR 
commander on July 1, from mak- 
ing a planned visit to the city. He 
bad been due to travel on to U.N. 
Headquarters at Kiseljak, but 
postponed the trip until Monday. 

U.N. officials were negotiating 
with the Muslims at Visoko to Hit 
the blockade imposed to stop 
Isica Rajic, Croat commander for 
central Bosnia, from leaving the 
Canadian base. The Muslims 
want to arrest Commander Rajic 
as a war criminal. 

In tit-for-tat * blockades, the 
Croats had blocked the entrances 
to UNPROFOR headquarters in 
Kiseljak with two fuel tankers 
and laid anti-tank mines at the 
gates of the Canadian base. 

A U.N. source in Kiseljak said 
UNPROFOR had no plan to use 
force to break the sieges. 

“This won’t make us negotiate 
(with the Muslims) any harder or 
less hard,” the source said of the 
Croat blockades. “The (Croat) 
guys in Visoko are safe. We won’t 
make any attempt to let them out 
unless we can guarantee their 
safety.” 


ieaasans pound Azeri town 
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AGDAM. .Azerbaijan (R) — 
Shelling from Armenian forces 
Monday echoed through this key 
western Azeri trtwn near the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh as a stream of refugees 
fled 'east. 

Local officials said shells — 
dropping once every seven mi- 
nutes Monday — had exploded 
non-stop through Sunday. They 
said ethnic Armenian fore :s from 
Knrcbakh had advanced to just 
one kilometre south of Agdam 
Vsfnd*a few kilometres west. 

“A« the heights around us are 
in Armenian hands." Agdam's 
■£>ep*jty Mayor Dzhafar Dzhafar- - 
ov told Reuters. 

"“They are one kilometre down 
the centra! roEd south, where 
they capture;.*; our ir.es n defence 
cvtpo5t on Sunday." 

’ siarabahh Armenians, whose 
eirciuvt* is formallv nded bv Azer- 
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If it feQ, they fear Armenian 
forces would be able to advance 
further down the road east to the 
capital Baku. 

Mr. Dzhafarov said nine outlying 
villages foil into Armenian hands 
Sunday. Plumes of smoke from 
burning houses were visible on 
the horizon just outside Agdam. 
Monday._ 

“We are still fighting but many 
of our soldiers have died. Many 
of our IS-year-oIds have been 
killed. Yesterday, a grain depot 
was also hit and our television 
links with Moscow were des- 
troyed by shelling." he said. 

Mr. Dzhafarov said at least 
seven people had died in Sun- 
day's shelling. A family of four 
was killed when their house was 
hit by a grad missile and three 
others died when another missile 
slammed into their car as it fled 
the town. 

Military backup had started to 
arrive, he said. But he added 
there was little discipline and said 
troops were demoralised by a 
year of defeats and weeks of 
political turmoil in Baku. 

President Abulfaz Elchibey 
fled last month as rebels adv- 
anced on Baku. Political power 
has passed to Soviet-era leader 
Geidar Al-yev and military power 
to rebel leader Sure! Guseinov, 
now also prime minister. 


On Sunday, Col. Guseinov 
peladed on state television for 
Azerbaijan's demoralised and 
dwindling army to return to the 
front. 

On Monday, the main road 
from Agdam to Baku was clogged 
with cars, tractors, trucks and 
car-drawn carts, packed with re- 
fugees fleeing Agdam. Others 
trudged out of town on foot. 

Central Agdam, once bustling 
with 150,000 people, had turned 
into a ghost town Monday. AH 
shops were dosed and windows 
were boarded up in empty build- 
ings. 

Heavy attacks on Agdam in 
recent months have forced 
thousands of residents out. Three 
weeks ago, local officials say. the 
population of the town ana sur- 
rounding villages was about 
80,000. 

Meanwhile, planned emergen- 
cy talks mth a peace mediator 
over the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh have been 
delayed, Azerbaijan’s provisional 
leader said Monday. 

Parliament Chairman and 
Acting President Aliyev told a 
news conference that the visit by 
Mario Raffaelb’, who is acting on 
behalf of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), had been post- 
poned. 
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Americans support foreign 

by U.N. not U.S. 
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NEW \OKK ! A?’< — Most 
Americans tr.inf; the United 
States h£i< no right to determine 
who- holds pAer in another 
cr-unrrv e-.er. with problem* as 
yisve as tnose *i! Bosnia and 
Somalia, according to an Associ- 
ated Press poll. 

But 6! per cent oi these polled 
S2V the United Nations has the 
right to apportion power in Bos- 
nia. -to 31 per cent opposed. 
Support for a U.N. kingmaker 
rpie-in Somalia is an even higher 
3? per cent. :o 25 per cent 
opposed. with the rest unsure. 

’ - T Cteaiy ihe * public sees the 
U.N. as having piobal legitimacy 
and authority to intervene where 


the U.S. lacks a legal basis to do 
so.” said Ed Luck of the United 
Nations Association of the USA. 
a private support group. 

“While many people are still 
critical of the’ U.N.. a rapidly 
increasing majority feels that the 
U.N. has a right to intervene in 
places where the U.S. may not," 
Mr. Luck said. 

As the United States celebrates 
the 217th anniversary of its dec- 
laration of independence, the poll 
finds Americans split in evaluab 
ing the way their country, is re- 
sponding to world problems as 
the dominant superpower in a 
post-cold war world. 

Overqll, 45 per cent are satis- 


fied, 46 per cent dissatisfied, the 
rest not sure. Other responses in 
the poll show that the dissatisfied 
tend to doubt U.S. ability to play 
“world policeman” and discount 
a U.S. responsibility in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

fifty-two per cent of men are 
satisfied but 52 per cent of 
women are dissatisfied with cur- 
rent U.S. responses to world 
problems, according to the poll. 

Women traditionally are more 
reluctant than men to see the 
country resort to force. And 
when the poll was taken on June 
25-29, reports of U.S. military 
action in Somalia and Iraq were 
fresh in people’s minds. 


Blast hits 
Seoul hotel 
where 
Clinton is 
to stay 

SEOUL (R) — Three people 
were hurt when a boiler-room 
explosion Monday rocked the 
luxury Seoul hotel where U.S. 
President Bill Clinton was due to 
stay during a visit to South Korea 
this weekend, the hotel said. 

Guests were evacuated from 
the Grand Hyatt after the early 
morning explosion blew out 
plate-glass doors at the front and 
rear of the hotel, on a hill south 
of the city centre. 

Hotel spokeswoman Suh Eun- 
Sook said the U.S. embassy 
would announce later whether or 
not Mr. Clinton would stay at the 
Hyatt. 

The blast from the basement 
opposite a Japanese restaurant 
ripped through the floor of the 
eastern end of the lobby, leaving 
a gaping hole. 

It destroyed kiosks and left a 
jumble of twisted metal, Shards 
of glass and rubble in the foyer. 
Hotel staff said the cause of the 
explosion had yet to be deter- 
mined but a gas leak was prob- 
ably to blame. 

“The explosion was in the boil- 
er room in the basement. At the 
moment we don’t kn«w what 
caused it,” said Chris Park, direc- 
tor of marketing. 

“The hotel is dosed today, and 
we are taking things a day at a 
time. Just now we don’t know 
whether the hotel will be ready 
for the president's visit this 
weekend." 



South African President F. W. de Klerk (left) U.S. 
President Bin Clinton (centre) and African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela wave to the 


P M adc lpM ags gathered near 
Sunday (AFP photo) 


Mandela starts fund raising after award 


PHILADELPHIA (Agencies) — 
African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela, 
honoured Sunday for helping 
bring South Africa to the 
threshold of democracy, turned 
to fund-raising to prepare for the 
first all-race elections in 1994. 

“We want to put an end to 
(apartheid) and the only way to 
do that is for our brothers and 
sisters around the world and in 
this country to give us the money 
that will enable us to win the 
election.” Mr. Mandela told a 
rally of about 2,500 supporters. 

“We have popularity. What we 
want is power in our country. We 
want to turn that popularity into 
political power.” 

Earlier, he and South African 
President F. W. De Klerk were 
jointly awarded the Philadelphia 
Liberty Medal by President Bill 
Clinton and Philadelphia Mayor 
Edward Rendell at an Independ- 
ence Day ceremony. 

Mr. De Klerk and Mr. Mande- 
la shared the $100,000 prize for 
their work to dismantle apar- 
theid. 

Mr. Clinton praised the efforts 
of Mr. De Klerk and Mr. Mande- 
la and pledged America's sup- 


port. 

“They are working together to 
liberate all South Africans, to 
restore material wealth and to 
bring spiritual health to their 
beloved country,” he said at the 
awards ceremony. 

“The United Stages stands 
ready to help the people of South 
Africa as they move forward on 
the journey of democracy." he 
told a crowd of thousands. 

Mr. Clinton pledged to work 
within the Group of Seven lead- 
ing industrial nations at its Tokyo 
summit this week “to include a 
new and democratic South Africa 
in the world economy". 

The ceremony was held under 
blue skies in front of Phi- 
ladelphia’s Independence Hall; 
where the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was adopted on July 4, 
1776, and the constitution was 
written in J787. 

Mr. Mandela and Mr. De 
Klerk both dted American con- 
stitutional principles as the key to 
the search for a non-racist gov- 
ernment to replace 350 years of 
white domination in South Afri- 
ca. 

"We intend to succeed as your 
forefathers did in bringing forth a ■ 


constitution and bill of rights 
which can ensure liberty, justice 
and security for all our people." 
Mr. De Klerk said. 

Mr. Mandela said: "We will 
have to succeed to build one 
nation in which all South Africans 
will be to one another sister and 
brother, sharing a common des- 
tiny and shorn of the terrible task 
of having to define themselves in 
racial and ethnic terms." 

At a church service Mr. Man- 
dela said the ANC would need 43 
million to contest the elections set 
for next April 27. Much of the 
money would have to come from 
abroad. 

Meanwhile, an African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) official Sun- 
day urged supporters to resist 
calls to turn in their weapons, 
saying war was on the way in 
South Africa. 

Tony Yengeni, a regional ANC 
leader and a member of its armed 
wing, told ANC members: “Any- 
one who says to you the Boers 
will hand over power easily is 
lying to you. They are preparing 
for war.” 

Boers are the descendants of 
the first European settlers in 
South Africa. 


Kohl names new interior minister 


BONN (R) — Manfred Kamber. 
head of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats in 
Hesse state, will become Ger- 
many's new interior minister. Mr. 
Kohl said in a statement Monday. 

Rudolf Seiters, under fire from 
the media and politicians in the 
aftermath of a shootout between 
police and suspected urban guer- 
rillas, handed in his resignation as 
interior minister Sunday. 

“I have today proposed Man- 
fred Kanther ...for nomination to 
the post of interior minister,'* Mr. 
Kohl said. 

Mr. Kanther is a little-known 
54-year-old lawyer, who grew up 
in eastern Germany. 

Mr. Kohl, who had found him- 
self with a fresh bole in the 
cabinet of his weary 10-ycar-old 
coalition after Mr. Sdters's res- 
ignation, had been under press- 


ure to find a replacement quickly. 

He was due to leave late Mon- 
day for the Tokyo summit of die 
'Group of Seven leading industrial 
nations starting Wednesday. 

Mfr. Seiters, a long-time ally of 
Mr. Kohl, quit after coming 
under increasing pressure to dear 
up conflicting accounts of the 
gunbattie a week ago in which a 
suspected guerrilla of the left- 
wing Red Army Faction (RAF) 
and a policeman were killed. 

Newspapers and politicians fo- 
cused new criticism on federal, 
prosecutor Alexander von Stahl. 

“If citizens are not to lose their 
confidence in the organs of inner 
security, the prosecutor's office 
will have to lay its cards on the 
table," said Hans-Gott fried Ber- 
nard), chairman of a parliamen- 
tary committee which launched 


an inquiry info the shooting. 

“We will then see if the federal 
prosecutor can keep his job," 
said Mr. Bern rath, from the 
opposition Social Democrats, 
echoing similar calls from other 
politicians. 

The liberal Sueddeutsche 
newspaper wrote that If the spe- 
cial anti-terror police squad 
GSG-9 had killed 40-year-old 
Wolfgang Grams with a head shqt 
fired at point-blank range while 
he was lying helpless on the floor, 
more consequences would have 
to be taken. 

"If Grams was really ‘ex- 
ecuted’, one could not stop the 
GSG-9 being disbanded. It is 
unthinkable in a democracy that a 
police unit loses control and there 
must be political consequences," 
it added. 



Over 50 blacks killed in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — At least seven blacks 
were killed in an overnight battle near Johannesburg, the 
culmination of a bloody weekend that claimed more than 50 black 
lives nationwide, police said Monday. Police recovered the seven 
bodies in Katlehong. a black township east of Johannesbuig that 
has been plagued by faction fighting since the 19S0s. Like 
previous clashes, the fighting appeared to involve township 
residents who back the African National Congress and Zulu 
migrant workers who live in hostels and support the conservative 
Inkatha Freedom Party. Police cordoned off two hostels after 
Zulus threatened Monday to attack township residents, police 
said. At least eight cars, included a police vehicle, were burned 
and several houses were set alight, according to police warrant 
officer Deon Pee ns. Poilce vehicles patrolling the township were 
shot at Monday, but none was hit. said Mr. Pcens, who described 
the area as extremely tense. 

Hijacker wounded in S. Africa assault 

JOHANNEBURG (R) — South African police storaicd a 
hijacked Swaziland plane at Johannesburg Airport during the 
night and shot a drunken hijacker trying to get from Mozambique 
to Australia. Two of his five hostages were also wounded. They 
were recovering in hospital, and the hijacker, hit in the head, was 
out of danger, police said Monday morning. The wounded 
hostages were the pilot. New Zealander James Far quj arson, and 
passenger Glenn dunkley, a Canadian consultant for the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, security sources said. 
The hijacker was a black Mozambican who climbed aboard the 
Royal Swazi National Airways Corporation Fokker-28 at the 
Mozambican capital Maputo with an AK-47 assault rifle and 
demanded that it fly to Australia instead of Swaziland. The pilot 
took off, but landed at Johannesburg, explaining to the gunman 
that Australia was too far away. 

Clinton pledges $1.2b in flood relief 

ELD RIDGE, Iowa (AP) — President Bill Ginton. after touring 
Mississippi River flood-ravaged communities, pledged Sunday 
night to make up to S1.2 billion in federal money available for 
recovery efforts. Sitting on a bale of hay at a farm near 
Davenport, Mr. Ginton put the overall damage estimate of the 
past week's floods in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri. Minnesota and 
Wisconsin at close to SI billion. Mr. Ginton said there was not 
enough money available at this time to cover all the losses. But he 
announced tint farmers, farm businesses and individuals would 
get the same treatment given to victims of hurricane Andrew in 
Florida last year. This means businesses and individuals will be 
eligible to obtain from the federal government up to 50 per cent of 
their total losses. 


Last of three stooges’ dies 

WOODLAND HILLS. California (R) — Joe Derita, the last of 
the Three Stooges who played the bald-headed curly in the 
nose- tweaking, eye-gouging comedy team, has died at the age of 
83. Derita died Saturday at the Motion Picture and Television 
Fund Retirement Home in the Los Angeles suburb of Woodland 
Hills after a sudden attack of pneumonia, his stepson, Robert 
Benjamin, said. "The Three Stooges are all gone now," he said 
“He enjoyed being Curly Joe. He was a natural comedian with 
great timing.” Bom in Philadelphia, Derita started his show 
business career at the age of 8 and performed in Vaudeville, in 
movies and on stage m Las Vegas., In 1959, Derita joined Moe 
Howard and Larry-fine in the bumbling "Third Banana" role that 
had been played by a succession of others. Derita replaced Joe 
Besser, who had been a bit player with Abbot and Costello, after 
he left the act. Besser had joined the comedy afteT the death of 
Shemp Howard in 1955. But the original Curly was his brother 
Jerome Howard, who died in 1952. 

Blimp crashes in New York City 

NEW YORK (AP) — A blimp named Bigfoot crash-landed on 
(be roof of a seven-storey apartment house Sunday, ending ud 
deflated and draped over the side of the building like an emotv 
balloon tossed away by King Kong. The pilot and co-pilot 
survived with minor injuries. “It just deflated like a big pancake " 
said police officer Mike Greene, who was on patrol when he saw 
the airship. "It was amazing. It was jnst this humongous blimp 
just going down. " The 160-foot-long (48-metre-long) craft a laree 
hole visible in its outer skin, hit the apartment building’s roof 
scattering a handful of astonished sunbathers. One of the 
crewmen told police they intentionally landed on the roof of the 
midtown building after deciding against trying to crash-land in the 
Hudson River. Witnesses said the blimp approached the mnf ^ 
suddenly nosed down, its gondola and engines catching on the 
roofs parapet. b 

Hong Kong talks move into 7th round 

PEKING (R) — China .and Britain Monday opened a seventh 
round of talks about the political future of Hong Kong whh 
negotiations overshadowed by a crucial meeting between thirl 
foreign ministers latez in the week. Both the Chinese anrf 
negotiators said they were looking forward to J 

Peking between British Foreign Secretary Douglas HnrH " h J 
Oiinere counterpart, Oian (&hen. But I SaS fe 
Robin McLaren, tried to dispel hopes of a hrSrnnS" 
“There’s still quite a lot of work to be tkfne. that’s quiSd^r 
toW reporters after the first day of the two-day round enS h l 
dedined to give details of what Mr. Hurd will try \o aa»m^h 
during his visit Thursday and Friday. ^ 0 acoc>m P*»sh 



Namibians break 
Guinness record 
with giant kebab 

WINDHOEK (R) — A Nami- 
bian school barbecued its way 
into the Guinness Book of Re- 
cords with a giant kebab more 
than a kilometre long. It took two 
da vs for 70 people to skewer the 
metre (3310.37 fcet) Kebab 
using 600 kilogrammes <f meat, 760 
onions and 1&0 kilogrammes of 
apricots. About 200 people 
cooked and turned the kebab 
over charcoal spread across a 
hockey field to challenge the pre- 
vious record listed in the Gure 
ness Book of 630 metres (2066 
fcet). established by the Nami- 
bian Children's Home. Win- 
dhoek, in September 1991. The 
meat, which rested in marinade 
for two days, was cut up into 

more manageable portions _and 
sold to raise funds for the tros 
Girls School. The marinade was 
cooked up from 48 litres of sour 
milk, five kilogrammes of curry 
powder and half a bucket of salt. 

Kennedy’s daughter, 
husband honeymoon 
in Ireland ? 

DUBLfN (AP) — Mary Court- 
ney Kennedy, daughter of the 
late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, and. 
her new husband. Irish activist 
Paul Kill, made a brief stop at a 
music festival during their honey- 
moon in Ireland. “Married life is 
great, things couldn’t be better, 
the new Mrs. Hill told reporters- 
at the concert at a seaside race- 
course in Tramore, County 
Waterford. The two-day event 
featured Bob Dylan. Ray Charles 
and Van Morrison. Mr. Hill, one 
of the so-called Guildford 4 who 
spent 16 vears in prison for the 
1974 IRA bombings of pubs in 
Guildford and Woolwich, said: 

“It's great to be back in Ireland, ^ 
and I am enjoying being mar- 
ried." Mr. Hill and his three 
co-defendants were freed in 1989 
after an appellate court reversed 
rpcii convictions because the gov- 
ernment admitted that police had • 
falsified evidence. Mr. Hill is now 
free on bail while appealing his 
conviction in the murder of for- 
mer British soldier Brian Shaw in 
Belfast in 1974. After stopping at 
the music festival Saturday, the 
couple headed to more remote 
County Gare in the west of Ire- 
land. They are expected to visit 
Mrs. Hill's aunt, Jean Kennedy 
Smith, the new U.S. Ambassador 
to Ireland, before they return to 
the United States. 

Woifian’s weight 
grew as interest 
in life withered 


FLINT, Michigan (AFP) — A 
woman who said she lost all 
interest in life grew to weigh a 
world-record 540 kilos (1,139 
pounds) and was unable to walk 
before rescuers slid her down a 
hill and took her to hospital. 
After dieting in a Michigan hos- 
pital since January, Carol Yager 
lost 226 kilos (500 pounds) and is 
looking forward to walking reg- 
ularly. now that she has made it 
from her bed to the hallway. At 
her peak. Yager, 34, easily out- 
weighted the heaviest woman 
listed in the Guinness Book of 
Records, who registered 385 kilos 
‘(850 pounds). Yager, who is to be 
released from hospital in the next 
few days, said "I felt nothing 
mattered. ...I didn’t care about 
anything." She said she had be- 
come utterly dependent on her 
14-year-old daughter. Heather. 
In January. 15 firemen rolled her 
in a sheet of tarpaulin and slid her 
down a hill to an ambulance. 
Yager said she is determined to 
continue losing weight “because I 
deserve it." 

El Cordobes 
returns to the ring 

SAJNT- V INCENT-DE- 

TYROSSE, France (AFP) 

The legendary Spanish bull fight- 
er ej Cordobes returned to the 
bull-nng at t he age of 57 to show 
off his skills, only slightly dim- 
med, for a charity benefit in aid 
of drugs victims. Manuel Benitez, 
better known as “El Cordobes^ 
who in the 1960s won the kind of 
adulation associated more often 

h^th lhC w *s awarded 

both ears from one of the two 

bulls he took on, an accolade that 
H* rk - S a Particularly good day in 
the ring The bulls were the third 

5***1 ,n a festival Staged 
Saturday m this southwest French 
town on behalf of the Organisa- 

R Card.YhE r08UC - lmema tfonaJ. 
El Cordobes received his adverl 

«rres in the style to whfcfa 

thousands of aficionados became 

attorned during his 

and ‘fi 8 ^, he his ton* 

plauded warmly. Benitez 8 ’ 
earlier that he had re^ 
down numerous offers to reroS 

res? e K™ 8 that *« l “t saw S 
^85, hinted that he “* 

sume his bull fightinT ca^S 
regular basis, 011 a 

no question of n^X, Sf * 




Sampras ^nrugs off criticism 
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WIMBLEDOfc (Ajr 
Pfeus Sampras - - «J fly 
bomejo Bor' ^ by bring 
*?' \ . boring Wimble- 

v -— V*on for many years. 

Ine 21-year-old American beat 
compatriot Jim Courier in four 
*®t* in Sunday's final, but the 
nuBdi failed to silence critics who 
felt his victory was not a triumph 
for those who enjoy charismatic 
performers. 

“The orade says Pete Sampras 
is doll and boring, but it just goes 
in one ear and out the other, the 
world number one responded. 

“Right now h doesn’t bother 
me at all. If people want to try 
and put me down, let them.” 

Pocketing a winner’s cheque 
for 305,000 pounds sterling 
($461300) was the perfect Sam- 
pras riposte to those people whom > 
he felt over-reacted to an on- 
court outburst after his fourth 
round match against Briton 
Andrew Foster. 

U I think it was blown out of 
proportion,” said Sampras, 
booed off court after shouting at 
noisy spectators. 

“I know when I show emotion 
it kind of surprises people, but it 
kind of builds up inside you. I just 
didn’t feel like playing another 
.set.” 

The world number one, who 
would have been knocked off his 
perch by Courier had he lost the 
final, also revealed the personal 
cost of staying at the forefront of 
game. 



Wimbledon tennis champion Pete Sampras and his girttrJend Detains 
Mnkahy arrive at London's Savoy Hotel for the traditional cham- 
pions’ dinner (AFP photo) 


The pair, only a year apart in 
age, live nearby in Florida and 
have been good friends since 
their teenage years, but Sampras 
now says their professional rival- 
ry has come between them. 

“Jim and I are nothing like as 
close as we were three years 
ago,” he admitted. “It’s. tough to 
have a strong relationship when 
you’re trying to beat each other 
the whole time. You don't see 
many people in the top 10 making 
friends with each other.” 

Sampras now plans to trice 
three weeks off sharpening his 
gold game amongst other laid- 
back priorities before turning his 
attention towards the U.S. hard- 
court season. 

It will give him time to shake 
off any lingering after-effects, 
particularly with his shoulder, 
from a Wimbledon which will be 
remembered as a tournament 
where the computer ruled sup- 
reme. 

Sampras, women’s queen Steffi 
Graf and both the men’s and 
women’s doubles champions all 
justified their seeding, a rare 
event at a Grand Slam event. It 
last occurred at Wimbledon in 
1984. 

The statistic hides plenty of 
factors — notably JanaNovotna’s 
collapse from 4-1 up in the final 
set of the women’s final — but 
even grasscourt connoisseurs 
were forced to admit the 1993 
championships were short on vin- 
tage moments. 

Sampras was often smoothly 
efficient, yet pried in comparison 
with last year’s champion Andre 
Agassi, whom he beat in a five- 
set quarter-final, in the popular- 
ity stakes. 

The mystery of Agassi’s chest 
hair won him several new admir- 
ers, while Sampras failed to earn 
a single vote in a poll of 1,000 
women asked with whom they 
would like to share their straw- 
berries and cream. 


Luckily for him, the world 
rankings are based on more pro- 
saic information and be is certain 
to be among the favourites of the 
U.S. Open in New York later this 
year. 

Graf should be equally tipped 
among the women on the evi- 
dence of Wimbledon’s first com- 
pletely dry fortnight since 1976. 

But the absence of Monica 
Seles, still a virtual red use after 
being stabbed by a crazed Graf 
fan in Hamburg in April, con- 
tinues to cast a shadow on the 
game. 

Wimbledon ‘93 proved yet 
again that modern tennis does not 
possess a surfeit of stars. 


18th title 


keeps Navratilova 
going 


Martina Navratilova moved 
within striking distance of Billie 
Jean King's record of 20 Wimble- 
don titles when she won the 
mixed doubles crown with Au- 
stralia’s Mark Woodforde Sun- 
day. 

The triumph was some consola- 
tion for Navratilova’s failure to 
claim a tenth singles crown, and 
increases the likelihood of her 
coming back to try again next 
year at the age of 37. 

“We have to defend,” Navrati- 
lova said after the 64, 6-3 win 
over the Dutch pair Tom Nijssen 
and Manon Bollegraf. 

“I asked Mark if be would play 
with me at the U.S. Open, so 
we'll play the Open. I just hope 
Til be playing next year. If I can 
walk I’ll be here defending.” 

“I guess Tm within striking 
distance now,” she said. “But I 
haven’t won anything were for a 
while, anything since the singles 
(in 1990). So it was nice to win 
one.” 

Asked about the chances fo 
overtaking King, who now works 
with her, she said: “It’s plausible 
but it is still a long way away. If I 
go at this pace, one title in every 
three years, TD be 50 before I 
break it.” 

Tearfhl Novotna sees Wimble- 
don dream slip away 

It was Steffi Graf who lifted the 
famous silver salver, but the abid- 
ing image of the 100th Wimble- 
don women’s singles final will 
always be Jana Novotna weeping 
on the shoulder of the Duchess of 
Kent. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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North-South vulnerable. South 
rienlii- 

NOBTH 
0 A 8 6 
<? K 10 
0 K Q 9 6 2 

♦ A 6 3 

WEST EAST 

4 9 5 2 # J 10 7 4 3 

v AJ980 UQ7G3 

0 7 0 8 3 

♦KJ87 #42 

SOUTH 

# K Q 
9 4 2 

0 A J 10 5 4 

* Q 10 9 5 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

10 19 2 9 39 

Pass Pass 3 # Pass 

5 0 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 9 
If you were looking for a hand to 
illustrate basic elimination play, you 
could hardly do better than this one 
from the recent European Junior 
Championships. The event was won 
by Itidy, with Germany second 
ahead of Norway. 

North’s heart cue-bid was a game 
force and three spades was simply a 


forcing bid in case South was inter- 
ested in slam. A three-no-trump re- 
bid by North, however, had much to 
recommend it, and would have 
saved South co n si d erable effort. 

After the lead of ace of hearts and 
another, declarer’s only problem 
was to avoid losing two club tricks. 
South demonstrated that the con- 
tract could be claimed. 

With the heart suit already 
cleared, declarer drew trumps in two 
rounds, cashed the king of spa des 
and overtook the queen of spades 
with the ace. A spade ruffed in the 
closed hand stripped the other ma- 
jor from the combined holding, and 
the stage was set. 

The queen of clubs was led and. 
had West followed low, the lady 
would have been run to East. If that 
defender won the king, there would 
have been no sals exit. East would 
either have to return a club, assur- 
ing declarer of a second dub trick, or 
a major suit, which would permit 
declarer to discard the table's dub 
loser while ruffing in hand. As it 
was. West covered the queen of 
dubs, end declarer bet only one dub 

trick. 


Everyone on centre court and 
millions more watching on televi- 
sion understood her tears. On a 
beautiful summer's day, the 24- 
year-old from Brno in the Czecho 
Republic and just blown the big- 
gest moment of her life. 

Serving at 4-1, 40-30 ahead in 
the deciding set, even Graf 
though the game was up. Instead, 
the Czech served a double fault 
and one of the cruellest slides in 
modern sporting history had be- 
gun. 

Graf won her next service 
game, then watched in disbelief 
as Novotna served three double 
faults in four points to allow the 
German defending champion 
back to 4-4. When she held for 
54. There was only one winner. 
Game, set and inquest. 

Novotna, in her second Grand 
Slam final, did her best to deny 
the obvious assumption she had 
succumbed to nerves. 

“I don’t think it was nerves at 
all,” she said, putting oh a brave 
if tear-stained face. 

“I don't think I gave it to her. 
The main reason is that when you 
have a chance to go 5-1 up and 
don’t make it, suddenly it’s diffi- 
cult to get out of it. 

“In the last two matches I won 
against Sabatini and Navratilova, 
I won because I went for my 
shots. I decided to do the same 
thing today... but sadly h didn't 
work. Everyone knows that once 
Steffi gets started, it's very diffi- 
cult to stop her.” 

Graf, however, knew better 
than anyone she had won her fifth 
Wimbledon title by the back 
door. 

“I felt bad at the end," she 
admitted.. “At 4-1 up, you’re 
pretty much in a position where 
you have to win. 1 knew how she 
felt. TTiere have been a few 
matches I’ve choked over the 
years.” 

WIMBLEDON NOTEBOOK 

Princess Diana at Wimbledon: 
Princess Diana, an avid tennis 
fan, clapped enthusiastically Sun- 
day as American Pete Sampras 
won (he Wimbledon men’s sing- 
les final. “Maybe she has a crush 
on me,” the new champion 
joked. 

Diana watched the match with 
her mother, Frances Shand- 
Kydd, and several cousins of her 
mother-in-law. Queen Elizabeth 
n — Princess Alexandre and Sir 
Angus Ogihry. Prince and Prin- 
cess Michael of Kent, and the 
Duke and Duchess of Kent. 

It was Diana’s first visit to 
Wimbledon this year and she sat 
on the edge of her seat in the 
tense final moments before Sam- 
pras defeated fellow American 
Jim Courier. 

When Sampras raised bis tro- 
phy in triumph, the princess gave 
him a standing ovation. 

Asked about Diana’s enthu- 
siasm, Sampras smiled broadly 
and made die joke about a possi- 
ble royal crush. 

Say ft with flowers: Wimbledon 
champion Steffi Graf has been 
bothered by a stalker who follows 
her around and makes comments 
from the side of the court. 

Now she has an admirer who 
leaves flowers on her doorstep. 

A boyquet was discovered by a 
security guard at the house where 
she has been staying during the 
Wimbledon fortnight. 

But police discounted a story in 
one of tiie tabloid newspapers 
that the man who left the flowers 
was discovered hiding in a tree 
overlooking the garden. 

“A bunch of flowers were left 
on the doorstep,” said a spokes- 
man for Scotland Yard. “There 
was no breach of security and no 
suggestion that this was anything 
other than an admirer leaving a 
bunch of flowers.” 


Germany 

clinch 

European 

basketball 

title 

MUNICH (AP) — Christian 
Welp’s three-point play with 3.9 
seconds left gave Germany a 
shinning 71-70 victory over Rus- 
sia and its first European Basket- 
ball Championship tide Sunday. 

Welp drove inside and dunked, 
drawing a foul from Mikhail 
Mikhailov. 

With 10,000 fans in Munich's 
Olympic Hall on their feet, the 
2. 12-metre (7-foot-0) centre’s 
hand never trembled and he 
made the shot. 

“I told my players to go for a 
two-point effort in that last 
attack, and we were lucky that 
Welp was well posted and that 
the ball came to him,” said Ger- 
many's Yugoslav-born coach 
Svetislav Pesic. 

“We deserved to win and we 
beat a very talented team that has 
a big future ahead of it,” said 
Pesic, who has already signed to 
coach the Alba Berlin Dub next 
season and is likely to leave the 
post of German coach. 

Germany had never finished 
better that fifth at the European 
championship, and that was in 
1985, also at home. 

Its biggest international success 
was the seventh place at last 
year's Olympics in Barcelona. 
But that was with Detlef 
Schrcmpf , the power forward of 
the Indiana Pacers in the NBA, 
who declined to play here. 

“I hope tins victory means a 
new beginning for German bas- 
ketball” Pesic said. 

Russia was making its first 
appearance as a separate nation 
and failed to clinch the title that 
the old Soviet Union had won a 
record 14 times. 

European basketball 
champions 


1935-Lstvli 
1937-Lftbuda 
1939-LMuranta 
194t€cKhariovakb 
IM7-Sorkt Union 
1949- Egyp* 
1951-Sovte Union 
1953-Soviet Union 
1955-Hnagax7 
1957-Soviet Ua 
1959-Soviet Union 
1961-Soviet Union 
1963-Soviet Union 
1965-Soviet' Union 
1967-Soviet Union 
1969-Sovtet Union 
1971-SvoJet Union 
1973-YugnrfavU 
1975-Yngostivi* 
1977-Yngosbvia 
1979-Soviet Union 
1981-Soviet Union 
1983-ltaly 
1985-Soviet Union 
1987-Greecr 
1969-Ynforinvia 
1991-Yogodavia 
1993-Gennaay 


Copa America 

Argentina win second straight title 


GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador (AP) 
— Two second half goals by 
Gabriel Batistuta led Argentina 
to a 2-0 victory over Mexico and 
its second straight America Soc- 
cer Cup Sunday. 

Batistuta, the top scorer in 
1991 America Cup with six goals, 
had scored only once in five 
games, but found his old form 
and put Argentina ahead in the 
63rd minute. 

Mexico tied the game two mi- 
nutes later when Benjamin Galin- 
do converted a penalty kick, but 
Batistuta scored the winner in the 
74th after dribbling a defender 
inside the penalty area. 

“We suffered a lot to achieve 
this,” Argentine coach Alfio 
Basile said. “We came here in 
very bad physical shape.” 

Argentina moved past the first 
round with only one victory and 
two ties, and then eliminated 
Brazil and Colombia on penalty 
kicks, after drawing both games. 

It never found its form or 2991, 
when it won six games and tied a 
seventh. 

While not performing well, 
however, Argentina increased fo 
31 games its unbeaten streak 
started more than two years ago, 
when Basile took over. 

Argentina’s goalkeeper Sergio 
Goychochea led his team to the 
final, stopping penalty kick 
against Brazil and against Col- 
ombia. 

“This is a great satisfaction to 
me,” Goycochea said. “But I 
resent the fact that the press only 
notices me when I stop penalties. 
Nobody seems to notice that I 
was the goalkeeper in most of the 
games daring our streak.” 

Second place was also an 
achievement for Mexico, which 


participated in this tournament 
for the first time, on a special 
invitation. 

Mexico surprised its southern 
neighbours with an aggressive 
style that caused havoc with 
offensive incursions by its mid- 
fielders and defenders, who often 
faced goalkeepers one-on-one. 

Mexico reached the final after 
beating Pern 4-2 in the quarter- 
finals and Ecuador 2^0 in the 
semifinals. 

Colombia edged Ecuador 1-0 
Saturday night in a consolation 
match and took third place. 
Adolfo Valenriano scored the 
only goal. 

Home team Ecuador, which 
won its first four games before 
losing to Mexico in the semifin- 
als, finished fourth. It was its best 
placing ever in the tournament. 

The United States, another 
first-time entrant, didn’t make it 
past the first round. 

Mexicans celebrate 
tournament loss 


Number 2 was good enough for 
tens of thousands of dancing, 
chanting, horn-honking soccer 
fens who celebrated despite Mex- 
ico’s loss to Argentina in the 
America Cup Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

“Even though we didn't win, 
the team is really great,” shouted 
Alejandro Velazquez, who waved 
a large Mexican flag from the 
window of a bom-honking car 
weaving up Mexico's famed 
boulevard, the Paseo de la Refor- 
ma. 

The celebration along 2.5 
kilometres (a mile and a half) of 
the 12-lane street resembled a 



Carlos Munoz of Ecuador (left) fights to keep the hall from Carlos 
Vatderrama of Colombia in the third place game of the Copa America 
(AFP photo) 

respectability after years of 
mediocre teams and a bureaucra- 
tic blunder that disqualified the 
team from a chance at the 1990 
World Cup. 


U.S. Super Bowl victory parade 
without the violence — at least 
during the first four hours. 

The fans appeared to be celeb- 
rating Mexico’s return to soccer 


Iran blast Taiwan 6-0, 
Syria defeat Oman 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Iran defeated Taiwan 6-0 Sunday in the third 
game of tbe Asia Group B qualification tournament for the 1994 
World Cup soccer finals. Syria later overcome Oman 2-1. 

In tbe fran-Taiwan game, tbe half-time score was 44). 

Iran's Hamid Derarh Shan Forkonsh opened the score in tbe 
seventh minute, followed by Majid Namajo Motlagh, who netted in a 
penalty kick in the 15th minute. 

Ali Daei scored twice in the 18th and 47th minutes. Striker Seyed 
Mebdi Abtabi scored in the 21st minute from a point about 20 yards 
from tbe Taiwan goal. Tbe last goal was scored by Hamid Reza Estili 
in the 73rd minute of the game. 

Taiwan, which lost 0-6 to Iran in Tehran last week, and 1-8 to Syria 
Saturday, did better in the second half of Sunday’s game with 
well-organised attacks threatening the Iranian goal several times. 

In the Syria-Oman game, amid jubilation of some 45,000 specta- 
tors packing the Abbassiyen Stadium, Nizar Mahrous scored the first 
goal for Syria at the 45th minute of the first half. 

The Syrians dominated the game against Oman almost all through 
the match but the equaliser came in the 58th minute, from Oman’s 
Abdullah Ham dan. 


T4am 


STANDINGS 

P W D L GF GA Pte 


Iran 

Syria 

Oman 

Taiwan 


14 1 8 

13 3 8 

3 4 4 

2 24 D 


Zambia triumphs in World Cup qualifier 


LUSAKA, Zambia ( AP) — Two 
months after the core of the team 
was killed in a plane crash, a 
Zambian souad wearing black 
armbands rallied to beat Morocco 
2-1 and move to the top of Group 
B in the second round of African 
World Cup qualifying. 

The emotional game played 
before 50,000 at Independence 
Football Stadium began with a 
moment of silence for the 18 
players killed in an April 28 air 
crash. The players were buried 
just outside the stadium. 

It was Zambia’s first interna- 
tional game since the core of the 
team and 12 others were killed 
when their plane plunged info the 
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of 
Gabon. 

Zambian president Frederick 
Chiluba and his wife, Verah, 
wiped tears from their eyes as 
Zambia’s Johnson Bwalya, who 
for the Swiss first-division 
chib Bulle FC, scored the game 
winner with 13 minutes remain- 
ing. 

Zambia’s new tine-up was fresh 
from intensive training in De- 
nmark where they played against 
eight local clubs. 

Rosta Waransi, girlfriend of 
Samuel Cbomba who died in the 
crash, wept as she fold a reporter, 
“I’m still grieving for him. I can’t 
believe he’s actually dead. Bnt 
I’m here to support his team. 
They have to win." 

The victory gave Zambia two 
points and a plus-1 goal differen- 


tial, putting it ahead of Morocco 
(1-0-1) and Senegal (0-0-1). 

Only the winners from the 
Jhree second-round groups adv- 
ance to the 1994 World Cup 
finals. 

Zambia is scheduled to play 
South Africa July 11 and Zim- 
babwe July 26 for Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifying. 

Zambia has three games re- 


maining. One in Senegal — the 
one they were beading to play last 
time when the plane crashed, at 
home against Senegal Sept. 26 
and at Morocco Oct. 10. 

“Everyone has worked hard 
and made great sacrifices,” said 
Winston Gumbo, Football Asso- 
ciation of Zambia chainhan.” 
We’re back on the road to the 
World Cup.” 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Completely independent, three bedroom villa in Sbmeisani. With 
telephone, central heating, garden and car park. 

Interested expatriates, please call landlord directly at 
Zarqa 09-911211, Ext 2805 


1. Peugeot 605, 3000cc, full options, 1992 model, brand 
new. 

2. Nissan Blue Bird, 1993 model, brand new, full options, 
for tempting price. 

The two cars are duty free. 

Please call tel. 668193 from 7-10 p.m. Mustafa 


TWO FLATS FOR 

Ground floor consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, with separate 
central heating, garage, garden separate entrance. 
Second floor consists of 3 rooms, salon, with separate 
central heating, with garden. 

Location Second Circle. Call tel.: 628547 


RACJ prepares for 
National Rally, Rallytour 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Preparations are 
already underway at the Royal 
Automobile of Jordan (RACJ) 
for two upcoming auto sports 
events which are bound to keep 
competitors and fans busy for the 
next month. 

The RACJ lately announced 
that the Baladna National Rally 
would be held on July 30, fol- 
lowed by the Fonun Furniture 
Rallytour on Aug. 6. 

The Baladna Rally, the second 
national rally of the year, will 
include six special stages on de- 
sert tracks south of tire Kingdom. 

The rally is expected to be 

S 'te competitive and fens will be 
e to keep a close watch on the 
action-packed stages, as the route 
of the rally is next to the desert 
highway. 

The second event is the rally- 
tonr which is becoming in- 
creasingly popular, with a big 
number of participants taking 
part. It does not involve any high 
speed driving or any special pre- 
parations, but depends on accu- 
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rate navigation and split-second 
timing. 

The route of the rallytour -will 
take competitor to the north and 
east of the capital with a break for 
lunch at Jerash. 
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Missing Passport 

I DELWAR KOHSHEN SHULF 
AU of Benghali nationality, de- 
clare that I lost my passport 
number E 562851 issued in 
Cumilla on July 29, 1989. 

1 was bom Dec. 27, 1971. 
The passport was lost on my 
way back from Al Hallabat 15 
days ago. 

If found please contact 
772416. Amman 


CAR FOR SALE 

Honda Civic model 1987, duty unpaid - automa- 
tic transmission - air condition - metallic blue r 
31,000 kms. 

Price: Negotiable 

Call owner, tel. 614218 from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m and 4:00-7:00 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 
RENAULT R 9TSE 
DUTY UNPAID 

Model 1986, 4 cyl., 5 spd, mileage 64000 km, engine 
1400cc, 79 hours power, colour white, all options includ- 
ing, air-conditioner, power steering, stereo radio, cassette 
player, central lock. 

For further information, please call 666320 
from 6-8 p.m. 


I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 
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Nowbora To Ron 

SMC I2J0, 3-JO. fcU, SJ0. 1030 ’ 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


MICHAEL DOUGLAS 

BASIC INSTINCT 


12 J0. 3: 15. 5:00. 6:45, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema • Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


FAR AND AWAY 

Sbowi; 1230, 3 JO, 6 *», 8 JO, llrOO 


Tel.: 675571 

Niriril Al MaAfatf Theatre 


Nabil & Hlsham’s Tel.: 625155 

ARLAN THEATRE 

For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Strip — - in a play entitled: 

presents 

1) PaeUamerst srq tl&dre” • 
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Iraq ready to make deal on 
U.N. oil sale plan — MEES 


Accused I Denktash to quit as negotiator 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Increasingly 
hard-pressed after three years 
of U.N. sanctions, Iraq is will- 
ing to accept most of the strin- 
gent United Nations conditions 
for a limited resumption of its 
oil exports, the Middle .East 
Economic Survey (MEES) re- 
ported Monday. 

But that may not be enough 
to secure the approval of the 
U.S. and British governments, 
both still deeply hostile to the 
Iraqi regime, the oil industry 
newsletter stressed. 

Baghdad's decision to go 
ahead with talks with U.N. 
officials in New York July 7 “is 
a sign of the importance the 
Iraqi government attaches to 
The negotiations it intends to 
hold with the U.N. on the 
issues at dispute between the 
two sides,” the weekly news- 
letter said. 

The Iraqis now seem to be- 
lieve that U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 706 and 712, 
which allow for the oil sale and 
; which Baghdad has repeatedly 
said violated its sovereignty, 
“offer the best hope of easing 
sanctions and reopening con- 
tacts which have 'c .en cut off 
for the last three years,” 
MEES said. 

. It noted that the July 7 meet- 
ing will not necessarily lead to 
an agreement, but “does pro- 
vide a better chance than be- 
fore of resolving Iraq's differ- 
ences," with the United Na- 
tions. 

Uitii now, Iraq had dogged- 
ly injected the terms of the 
offer made by the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council in September 1991 
for the sale of oil worth $1-6 
billion over six months to 
purchase food, medicine and 
other humanitarian goods to 
alleviate the trade embargo im- 


posed on Baghdad after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

The newsletter, published in 
Nicosia, said that Iraq has in 
recent days said it will accept 
the main conditions. 

These include U.N. moni- 
toring of the oil sales, the 
quantity of oil to be exported, 
depositing the proceeds in a 
U.N. -controlled escrow 
account and deducting 30 per 
cent of them for war repara- 
tions, with other funds going to 
the United Nations to cover 
the cost of its operations in 
Iraq. These total around $800 
million so far. 

In return, the Iraqis want 
some modifications to resolu- 
tions 706 and 712, MEES said, 
these include: 

— Allowing exports to be 
shipped through the Mina A1 
Bakr terminal in the northern 
Gulf as well as through pipe- 
lines to Turkey, which the Un- 
ited Nations has insisted be the 
only export outlet. 

— Allowing Baghdad to pro- 
duce more than the oil speci- 
fied to pay for production costs 
and the reconstruction of 
Iraq's oil industry badly dam- 
aged in the 1994. Gulf war. 

— Allowing Baghdad to use 
the estimated $4 to $6 billion in 
frozen Iraqi assets abroad to 
buy humanitarian supplies 
once oil exports resume. 

Baghdad's unexpected tur- 
naround clearly stems from the 
accelerating deterioration in 
Iraq's economy and the grow- 
ing hardship sanctions are 
causing to Iraq's 18 million 
people. 

Moves by the United Na- 
tions and some countries to use 
frozen Iraqi assets are cutting 
off a key source of hard curren- 
cy for the beleaguered regime. 

The newsletter noted that 
Baghdad has discovered that' 
complying with Security Coun- 


cil Resolution 687, which de- 
mands the elimination of Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction 
before sanctions can be lifted, 
"does not necessarily lead to 
immediate results." 

An oil sale agreement will 
depend on the five permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil, particularly the United 
States and Britain. 

"It remains to be seen 
whether, and to what extent, 
there is a similar change of 
position on the part of the 
five... regarding Iraq's de- 1 
mands for modifications,” 1 
MEES noted. 

The Clinton administration, ' 
like its predecessor, has in- 
sisted there can be no changes 
at ail in those resolutions. 

Also, Iraq is refusing to 
allow U.N. weapons inspectors 
to install surveillance cameras 
at two missile test sites, a 
confrontation that could : 
antagonise the United Nations. ! 

But MEES sri-essed that ' 
“other forces may also have i 
been at work." 

It said several countries, in- 
cluding Russia. France and 1 
Egypt, are owed billions of 
dollars by Iraq and would like 
to be paid. 

Also, several countries and 
oil companies are eager for 
sanctions to be lifted so they 
can sign exploration and de- 
velopment contracts which 
Baghdad has been dangling be- 
fore them for some time. 

The newsletter noted loo 
that the U.N. compensation 
fund, which is processing 
around one million applica- 
tions for war reparations, is 
expected to announce “awards 
totalling some $4 billion to be 
made beginning next year." 

A destitute Iraq would not 
be able to pay unless its oil 
exports were resumed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


China supports test ban 

BELTING (AFP) — China, in its first reaction to 
president Bill Clinton's extension of a U.S. nuclear 
test ban. reiterated Monday its support for the pro- 
hibition of all such tests. “China has always stood 
for a complete prohibition of nuclear tests within 
the framework of complete prohibition and thor- 
ough destruction of nuclear weapons." the official 
Xinhua news agency quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying. “China has long exercised 
much restraint in nuclear testing, and the number 
of its nuclear tests has been the smallest among foe 
five nuclear states," the spokesman said. 

France to leave troops in 
Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — France will leave 
“several dozen" troops in Cambodia after the 
United Nations Transitional Authority for Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) mission ends in August-September, 
French Defence Minister Francois Leotard said 
Monday. Speaking to journalists after an hour- 
and-a-half-Iong meeting with Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, Mr. Leotard said the troops would 
“contribute to" the rebuilding of a Cambodian 
army under a legitimate government. He praised 
the role of the French UNTAC contingent of 1,500 
men who have been here for more than a year. 
“Relations between France and Cambodia have 
always been very close,” Leotard said, indicating 
that a "document" on military cooperation be- 
tween the two countries could be signed during his 
stay here. 

Massive protest in Nigeria 

LAGOS (R) — Thousands of youths protesting 
against scrapping of Nigeria’s presidential election 
closed major roads in Lagos and police fired tear 
gas to disperse them in the city centre. Residents 
said guns were fired in the air but it was not known 
if there had been any casualties. Many shops were 


closed and a police helicopter flew over the 
protesters, estimated to number several thousand 
in some areas of foe sprawling city of more than six 
million propie. The protest was the most serious in 
Lagos against the annullment of elections which 
millionaire businessman Moshood Abiola claimed 
to have won. and the biggest protest in the city 
since May 1992 riots over fuel shortages. 

Miyazawa rebuffed in campaign 

TOKYO (AFP) — Ruling party candidates are 
shunning the support of Japanese Premier Kiichi, 
Miyazana in election campaigns, the Asahi Shim- 
bun reported Monday, underlining his falling 
popularity. An official of the Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) election headquarters conceded the 
absence of Mr. Miyazawa’s canvassing plans after 
this week's Group of Seven (G-7) summit, but 
attributed the vacancy to “adjustment needs." The 
embarrassing revelation came two days before Mr. 
Miyazawa is to host foe summit of seven leading 
industrialised countries. Late last month, LDP 
leaders agreed to send popular figures on a stump 
tour nationwide, including former Transport 
Minister Shintaro Ishihara and former Finance 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto 

28 killed in Kashmir 

NEW DELHI 'AP) — In two days of fighting 
between* soldiers «.nd guerrillas in Jammu-Kashmir 
state, 28 people have been killed, news agencies 
reported Monday. Most of the fatalities were 
rebels, including a commander of the Jammu- 
Kashmir Liberation Front, one of the top rebel 
groups in the state. Press Trust of India reported. 
The death toll from the gunfights around the state 
on Sunday and Monday was the highest this 
month, and it occurred during a resurgence of 
fighting in recent weeks. In Baramullah district 
near the Pakistani border. Indian iroops shot and 
killed 11 militants in two encounters on Monday, 
an official spokesman told PTI and United News 
of India. 


in ‘Bush plot’ 
says he 
was only 
smuggling 

KUWAIT (Agency) — An Iraqi’ 
linked by Kuwait to Iraqi intelli- 
gence denied Monday involvment 
in an alleged plot to assassinate 
former U.S. President George 
Bush. 

“I am only a smuggler," Salem 
Nasser A1 Shammari, 34. told 
Kuwait’s security court. 

When one of the presiding 
judges said Mr. Shammari looked 
familiar, the defendant said he 
had been jailed 15 times in 
Kuwait for smuggling and had 
previously appeared before him. 

Mr. Shammari was testifying 
on foe fifth day of the trial of 11 
Iraqis and three Kuwaitis charged 
with involvement in an alleged 
plot to blow up Mr. Bush during 
bis April 14-16 visit to Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti police have said Mr. 
Shammari was directly connected 
to Iraqi intelligence. But he said 
he had come to Kuwait with the 
others to smuggle alcohol and 
ferry in illegal immigrants. 

Police say a car loaded with 
about 80 kilogramme of explo- 
sives was found in the group's 
possession when members were 
arrested around the time of Mr. 
Bush's visit. 

Ten of the 14 are accused of 
plotting to kill Mr. Bush and two 
are charged with being accom- 
plices. Both crimes are punish- 
able by death. A further two are 
accused of illegally procuring li- 
quor discovered with the explo- 
sives. 

Two admit involvement in the 
plot. The remainder deny it. Iraq 
has denied any role in the alleged 
plot, but the United States laun- 
ched a missile attack on Baghdad 
last week after it said it found 
compelling evidence of Iraqi in- 
volvement. 

Before the court reconvened 
Monday, one of foe judges re- 
futed suggestions by human rights 
groups that the accused were 
unlikely to get a fair trial in 
Kuwait. 

The judge, Mohammad A1 
Mutairi, rejected a report by the 
London-based Amnesty Interna- 
tiona] that the U.S. missile strike 
against Baghdad had undermined 
the defendants’ presumption of 
innocence. 

“We as a court have nothing to 
do with what goes on between 
Iraq and America,” Mr. Mutairi 
tola reporters. “The court has 
nothing to do with politics or with 
the U.S. strike against Iraq." 

Mr. Mutairi said such a trial in 
many other countries would have 
been held 1'ehind closed doors. 
The fact that the hearings have 
remained public proved Kuwait 
wanted to give the defendants a 
fair trial, he asserted. 

Amnesty International called 
for a new trial "in which the right 
of access to defence counsel at all 
stages of the proceedings, and the 
full right of appeal, are guaran- 
teed." 

Amnesty also called on the 
Kuwaiti authorities to guarantee 
that none of the 14 accused would 
i be sentenced to death, adding 
that the defendants had not been 
allowed access to a lawyer 
throughout their detention. 

But two Kuwaiti lawyers, Najih 
Ai Wakiane and Mohammad AJ 
Yassin, on Saturday dismissed 
the Amnesty charges, saying the 
court had arranged for them to 
meet the defendants. 

Mr. Yassin said the charges 
were “imprecise.” 

Twelve of the defendants could 
be hanged if convicted. The other 
two. both Kuwaitis charged with 
hiding the other defendants, 
could be sentenced to five years 
in jail. 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
said Monday he had decided to 
quit as negotiator in U.N.- 
sponsored talks on the future of 
the divided island. 

He told reporters he took the 
decision because U.N. special en- 
voy Gustav Feissel had misrepre- 
sented his position to U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
and because his own government 
had given him oo leeway to negoti- 
ate. 

Dr. Ghali criticised Mr. De- 
nktash Sunday for being reluctant 
to accept a package of confidence 
building measures. 

But Mr. Denktash said the 
criticism was the result of a mis- 
understanding. “It is not the 
secretary-general’s fault. It is the 
mistake of his officials who have 
been reporting to him. Clearly it 
is Feissel's fault," he said. 

“He (Feissel) failed to convey 
appropriately what we told him 
here... it was presented as if we 
had agreed here and changed 
heart when there (in New 
York)." 

Mr. Denktash said in June he 
would not accept the confidence- 
building measures and refused to 
attend a round of talks in New 
York scheduled for June 14. Dr. 
Ghali then cancelled the talks. 

The Turkish-Cypriot leader, 
president of the largely unrecog- 
nised Turkish republic of north 
Cypres, also spelt out his differ- 
ences with the government of 
Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu 
over foe handling of foe talks. 

“All my possibilities of man- 
oeuvring have been removed by 
the government and foe assembly 
which have taken a decision des- 
troying altogether the federation 
talks." Mr. Denktash said. 



Rauf Denktash 

“I, therefore have reached a 
point where I can no longer con- 
tinue as negotiator. 1 want foe 
government to appoint a new 
negotiator." 

Mr. Denktash had been at odds 
with Eroglu since March and has 
accused him of contradicting his 
negotiating position while De- 
nktash was at U.N.-sponsored 
talks in New York. 

The spokesman for the Cypriot 
government, Yiannakis Cas- 
soulides. said the government 
would react after the U.N. secre- 
tariat confirmed Denktash’s deci- 
sion. 

But he added: “An action by 
Mr. Denktash to withdraw would 
create enormous complications 
and problems to the procedure 
and would disorient them away 
from the substance of foe issue." 

One T uikish-Cypriot party said 
there should now be fresh par- 
liamentary elections in northern 
Cyprus. 

“This move (Denktash’s res- 
ignation) has added a new need 
for early elections. A new parlia- 
ment can truly reflect the free will 
of the people," Mustafa Akinci, 
chairman of foe Soda! Democrat 


Communal Liberation Party 
(TKP), told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. . 

The TKP and the left-wing 
opposition Republican Turkish 
Party boycotted the parliament 
after 1990 elections. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
Turkish troops occupied the 
northern third in 1974 after a 
coup in Nicosia backed by the 
military junta then Tuling Greece. 

In a report to foe Security 
Council, obtained by Reuters on 
Sunday, Dr. Ghali made a strong 
plea on behalf of his package of 
15 measures to promote ties be- 
tween the Greek-Cypriot and 
Turkish-Cypriot communities. 

He warned that if the package 
was rejected "the effort to seek 
an overall settlement of the Cyp- 
rus problem will suffer a major 
setback.” 

The confidence-building mea- 
sures include placing part of the 
uninhabitated resort town of 
Varosha under U.N. administra- 
tion and reopening Nicosia air- 
port, also under U.N. control. 

“I am disappointed that despite 
the assurances.. .Mr. Denktash 
did not promote foe acceptance 
of foe package during his con- 
sultations in Nicosia and Ank- 
ara." Dr. Ghali said. “I also 
deeply regret that Mr. Denktash 
failed to honour foe agreement of 
June 1 to resume foe joint meet- 
ing on June 14." 

Mr. Denktash, a British- 
trained barrister and a leader of 
the Turkish community in Cyprus 
since foe late 1950s, started to 
represent his community in U.N.- 
sponsored talks in the 1960s. 

He continued talks with newly 
elected President Glafcos Der- 
ides, a long-time friend and a 
fellow barrister. 


PLO leadership rejects U.S. paper 


(Continued from page 1) 

means to achieve their goals, and 
the “U.S. believes in the need to- 
end Israel’s occupation which can 
be achieved through meaningful 
negotiations..." 

One point concerning Jeru- 
salem that was mentioned in the 
letter of assurances and repeated 
in the U.S. document was that 
East Jerusalem Palestinians 
would vote in the elections for a 
Palestinian authority. 

“Our clear position is that we 
will reject any agreement if it 
excludes Jerusalem from the 
jurisdiction of the interim Palesti- 
nian self-government,” said 
another PLO official. 

Palestinians say that Israeli 
siege imposed on East Jerusalem 


and the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip since late March is a un- 
ilateral action that preempts the 
outcome of foe negotiations and 
the status of Jerusalem. This, 
they said, is an unacceptable flag- 
rant violation of the basis of the 
peace process. 

The document also offered 
Palestinians purely administrative 
jurisdiction in foe occupied terri- 
tories during the interim period, 
and powers transferred to Palesti- 
nians, agreed in negotiations, 
would be limited to people and 
not to land. It also divides the 
occupied territories into cantons, 
and Israelis (settlers) liying in the 
occupied territories would be ex- 
cluded from foe Palestinian in- 
terim self-government responsibi- 
lities. PLO officials said. • 


Although the document 
granted Palestinians executive 
and legislative authority, it was 
limited to the areas of responsi- 
bility transferred to a Palestinian 
elected authority and pending 
prior agreement between Israel 
and Palestinians. 

The document completely 
ignored any reference to Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories, whereas the previous 
American position, reiterated 
many times and in the letter of 
assurances, was that it viewed 
settlements as an obstacle to 
peace. “This document regards 
settlements as given, and gives 
Israel the right to maintain secur- 
ity over its nationals in the occu- 
pied territories,” PLO officials 
said. 


Top EC official pledges continued role 


Middle East and the parties 
themselves ’ ive to work out a 
solution.” 

He said the EC countries had 
their own “internal problems” 
and could not “offer a leadership 
role, whether in foe Middle East 
or anywhere else” -and that was 
one of the main reasons behind 
the EC not assuming any role in 
the bilateral phase of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

“We cannot give any lessons to 
anyone." he said. "We play a role 
consistent with our internal 
evolutions." 

"We are in constant touch" 
with the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, he added, noting that an EC 
delegation would be attending 
next week's review in Moscow of 
foe Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

In reply to a question on Euro- 
pean aid to Jordan, Mr. Marin 
noted that the community was 
implementing a firve-year $157.5 
million technical and financial 
assistance programme in Jordan. 


(Continued from page 1) 

During his talks here, he said, 
Jordanian leaders told him that 
“while external assistance will be 
well received," the focus of the 
Kingdom is towards self-reliance 
as the ultimate means to address 
its economic problems. 

Mr. Marin, who leaves for 
Egypt Wednesday, said his talks 
in Cairo would indude a review 
of foe “problems of the region, - 
especially (Egypt’s) opinion ab- 
out how to solve the problem of 
(Muslim) fundamentalism... 
which is threatening stability.” 

He added, however, that 
"poverty was the roqt cause of 
foe problem" and also that peo- 
ple's frustration over the unre- 
solved political problems, mainly 
the Palestinian problem, was also 
another factor that adds to fears 
of instability in the Middle East. 

Asked whether the EC was' 
planning a strategy to counter 
“Islamic fundamentalism," Mr. 
Marin said the issue was on “in- 


ternal problem" for the con- 
cerned countries, but that foe 
community was generally con- 
cerned over “stability not only in 
the Masbrek but also in the 
Maghreb." 

Mr. Marin’s meetings here in- 
cluded talks with Planning Minis- 
ter Ziyad Fariz, Finance Minister 
Sami Ganmno and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Tala! 
Hassan. 

Issues discussed during the 
talks, inducting the meeting Mr. 
Marin held with Mr. Majali, in- 
cluded Jordanian-EC relations as 
well as the Kingdom’s program- 
mes to tackle problems tike water 
shortage and cope with foe influx 
of foe hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanian expatriates who were 
forced to return home in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. 

Also reviewed was Jordan's 
economic restructuring program- 
me and the democratisation pro- 
cess under way in the Kingdom. 


American paper defines ‘goal of negotiations, issues and mec hanisms 


Following is the text of an American document presented to Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators during the 10th round of talks which 
ended last week. The paper was aimed at budging foe gap between 
Israel and the Palestinians in the negotiations, U.S. officials say. 


THE PALESTINIAN and Israeli 
sides reaffirm their commitment 
to the peace process launched at 
Madrid. They seek to negotiate 
their differences and reach a 
peaceful and just future in which 
Israel and Palestinians will live 
side by side, in peace, for genera- 
tions to come. Toward this end, 
the two sides will negotiate a 
Declaration of Principles to guide 
the negotiations on interim self- 
government arrangements. The 
following principles and/or areas 
of emerging agreement could be 
included in the completed Dec- 
laration of Principles, subject to 
agreement on the full declara- 
tion. 

The joal of the negotiations 

The two sides agree that the 
objective of the peace process is 
to reach a just, lasting and com- 
prehensive peace settlement 
achieved through direct negotia- 
tions based on United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338- The negotiations be- 
tween foe Israeli and Palestinian 
sides will be conducted, per the 
.Madrid letter of invitation, in two 


phases: The first phase of the 
negotiations is directed towards 
reaching agreement on Palesti- 
nian interim self-government 
arrangements for a period of five 
years; and the second phase of 
the negotiations, beginning the 
third year of the period of interim 
self-government arrangements, 
will be directed towards reaching 
agreement on permanent status. 
The two sides concur that the 
agreement reached between them 
on permanent status will consti- 
tute the implementation of re- 
solutions 24 2 and 338 in all their 
aspects. 

The two sides agree that the 
negotiating process is one and 
that its two phases are interlock- 
ed. They further agree that neith- 
er the negotiations nor the agree- 
ments reached for the interim 
period nor anything done in the 
interim period will be deemed to 
preempt or prejudice the out- 
come of permanent status nego- 
tiations. Furthermore, both sides 
will make their best efforts to 
avoid actions during foe interim 
period that undermine the en- 
vironment for the negotiations. 


The two sides agree that all op- 
tions for permanent status within 
the framework of the agreed basis 
of the negotiations — United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 — will remain open. 
Once negotiations on permanent 
status begin, each side can raise 
whatever issue it wants, including 
foe question of Jerusalem. 

The nature of the 
Palestinian elected 
authority 

The two sides agree that a 
Palestinian elected interim self- 
government authority (whose 
name will be agreed) will be 
established through fair, free, 
general and direct elections. 
These elections will be held under 
agreed supervision and with in- 
ternational observers and moni- 
tors. Negotiations will take place 
concerning foe modalities and 
timetable for elections. Once 
elections modalities are agreed 
upon by the two sides. East Jeru- 
salem Palestinians wilt vote in the 
elections. 

The Palestinian elected author- 
ity will have the necessary powers 
and responsibilities to cany out 
foe ‘authorities transferred to it 
under the agreement. It win 
assume executive authority. It 


will have legislative authority in 
the areas of responsibility trans- 
ferred to it, subject to the agree- 
ment to be negotiated. There will 
be independent judicial organs. 
Legislation in force will be re- 
viewed as appropriate. 

The two sides agree that one of 
the key goals of the interim 
period is the transfer of authority 
to Palestinians. Powers and re- 
sponsibilities of the Israeli civilian 
administration will be transferred 
to the Palestinians as agreed. This 
process will bring about a fun- 
damental change in the existing 
situation on the ground and in the 
relationship between Israelis and 
Palestinians. An important out- 
come of this phase will be the 
empowerment of Palestinians 
through the establishment of in- 
terim self-government arrange- 
ments which will give the Palesti- 
nians real control over decisions 
that affect their lives and fate. It 
should also put an end lo the 
confrontation between Israel and 
Palestinians and create a new 
relationship between them of 
mutual respect, tolerance, peace 
and reconciliation, in which both 
sides eschew violence. 

Security 

The Israeli and Palestinian 
sides agree that foe security of 


both sides must be respected and 
enhanced as a result of the nego- 
tiating process. The objective of 
security arrangements during the 
interim period is to respond to 
mutual needs, as well as to create 
the conditions for real peace. 
Recognising Israel's responsibil- 
ity for its nationals and for overall 
security of the territories (Hague 
Regulations of 1907), and recog- 
nising the interim self- 
government's responsibility con- 
cerning Palestinians during the 
interim period per foe agreement 
to be negotiated, there will be 
arrangements and mechanisms, 
particularly related to security, 
such as police functions, that will 
enhance mutual security and 
address the needs of both sides. 

Jurisdiction 

The two sides agree that discus- 
sion of foe issue of jurisdiction as 
it relates to foe interim period 
starts from the premise that issues 
related to permanent status are 
outside the scope of the interim 
status negotiations. Thus, the in- 
clusion or exclusion of specific 
spheres of authority, geographic 
areas, or categories of persons 
within the jurisdiction of foe in- 
terim self-government will not 
prejudice the positions or claims 
of either party and will not consti- 


tute a basis for asserting, support- 
ing or denying any party’s claim 
to territorial sovereignty in the 
permanent status negotiations. 
As such, the issue of jurisdiction 
over the territories will only be 
resolved as an outcome of the 
permanent status negotiations. 

For foe interim period, the 
interim self-government author- 
ity will as appropriate exercise its 
authority, i.e. jurisdiction, in the 
territories, to foe extent neces- 
sary to fulfill its responsibilities 
and as agreed between the Israeli 
and Palestinian sides. 

Land 

The two sides have agreed that . 
the territories are viewed as a 
single territorial unit. They agree 
that issues related to sovereignty 
will be negotiated during talks on 
permanent status and that nego- 
tiations on foe land issue during 
(he interim period will take place 
without prejudice to territorial 
integrity: that is the territories 
will be treated as a whole even 
while the two sides negotiate the 
difficult issues of land ownership, 
registration, planning, zoning, us- 
age and management. 

Cooperation and 
coordination 

The two sides will conclude 


agreements and establish agre e d 
arrangements for cooperation 
and coordination in specific areas 
of mutual and common concern. 
These areas of cooperation and 
coordination will take into 
account foe mutual needs of both 
sides. The two sides will also 
establish a joint committee to 
consider and deal with matters of 
common concern and to resolve 
outstanding problems that may 
[arise between them. 

Implementin g 

mech anisms 

The Palestinian and Israeli 
ades seek early completion of foe 
Declaration of Principles and a 
full agreement on interim self- 
government and early empower- 
ment. Towards this end, the two 
sides will discuss a timetable and 
mechanisms for elections in the 
territories. They will also discuss 
early empowerment, i.e. the ear- 
ly exercise of power by Palesti- 
nians. which will change foe 
situation on the ground and foe 
relationship between Israelis and 
Palestinians. Such early 
empowerment could cover such 
issues as economic development 
training for a local police force,’ 
health, education, welfare, tour- 
ism, labour and budgetary au- 
thority in all of these areas. 




Record number of 
women run in 
Japan election 

TOKYO (R) — Sevepty women 
have registered as candidates in 
Japan's July IS general election** 
only about seven per cent of the# 
total but still a record since the 
1947 constitution was enacted. 
The Communist party® fielding 
32 women candidates, followed 
by the Socialist Party's 10. The 
governing Liberal Democratic 
Party has the largest number of 
candidates — 285 — but only two 
of them are women. A total of 
955 candidates are competing for 
511 seats in foe lower house of 
parliament in an election called 
by Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa after he lost a confidence vote 
in parliament on June 18. The 
number of women candidates 
grew sharply in an election for foe 
upper house in 1989, when the 
Socialist Party was led by Takako 
Doi. She was’ the first women to* 
herd a political party in a country'll 
where women have traditionally 
been subservient, but later lost 
the leadership. The outgoing low- 
er house had 12 women mem- 
bers. 

Thai princess . 
leaves for U.K., 
Switzerland 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai Prin- 
cess Sirindhom Maha Chakri left 
here Monday for Britain where 
she will open a seminar on Thai 
Studies at London University, 
officials said. The six-day semi- ' 
nar, bringing together Thai and 
foreign scholars and prominent 
personalities, will begin Thursday 
at the prestigious School or 
Oriental and African Studies. - 
Former Thai Prime Minister 
Anand Panyarachaun will be 
among those delivering lectures 
during the seminar. During her 
10-day visit to Britain, the prin- 
cess. a daughter of Thailand's 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, will 
•visit London’s Royal Botanic 
Gardens, the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. and the British Red 
Cross Society, the officials said. 
After her visit to London. Prin- 
cess Sirindhom will leave on July 
14 for Switzerland where she will 
spend five days, officials said. No 
further details were available on 
her trip to Switzerland. 

Thai bookstores 
boycott British 
dictionary 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Leading 
bookstores in Thailand have de- 
cided to withdraw from sale a 
dictionary published in Britain"*** 
that describes the Thai capital £& * 
a city with "a lot of prostitutes." 
the head of the bookstore of 
Bangkok's Chulalongkom Uni- 
versity said here Monday. 
Uraiwan Komvityasin said the 
university. Thailand's largest and 
most prestigious, and the coun- 
try's two biggest importers of 
foreign books. Duong Kamol 
(DK) bookstores and Asiabooks.' 
had agreed to boycott Longman 
Company's Dictionary of English 
Language and Culture. Ms. 
Uraiwan also told AFP she had 
written a letter of protest to the 
publisher, outlining that the char- 
acterisation of Bangkok was "dis- 
criminatory" as Thailand's capital 
had been singled out as a place of 
prostitution although the flesh - 
trade was worldwide. "We ferfjff 
this is discrimination against the^ 
Thai people and that it reflects a 
lack of ethics on the part of the 
editors of ihe dictionary." she 
said, the Thai government mean- 
while. was reported to be seeking 
informal talks with the British 
embassy on the dictionary row.- 
The government wanted to "ask" 
for justice" over foe Longman' 
dictionary's refusal to change foe- 
definition of Bangkok as a place’ 
of prostitution, the Bangkok Post! 
daily said, citing government* 
spokesman Abhisit Vejjaviva-, 
Last week the Foreign Ministry' 
here sent a protest letter to the 
publisher. 

Cuba to cut number 
of long-distance 
calls from U.S. ff. 

NEW YOfcK (AFP) — Cuban- 
authorities have decided to cut 
the number of long-distance calls 
it will accept from foe United 
Slates, the New York Times said • 
Sunday. Havana wants to cut the 
total number of minutes of in- 
coming calls from 20.000 minutes 
per day to 20.000 minutes per 
month, the newspaper reported, 
citing AT and T officials. Because 
of the U.S. embargo against 
Luba, the island nation has been' 
unable to collect its share of 
profits from the calls. Havana will 

likely increase the number of calls '" 
accepted from Canada, which are 
three to seven times more expen- 
sive. AT and T officials told the 
l imes. Cuba can collect its profits 
from those calls. The decision 
received a chilly welcome from ' 
u.b. lawmakers. tfi 



